
Lopa: Matmen Deserve Recognition Olympia Honors 
Ils Athletes

The Greece Post - Thursday. April )5,1976-3-B
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“Could you do me a favor 
and give the following boys 
special recognition ... Greg 
Locke, Don O'Mara, Dave 
Goodwin, and Steve Wood ... 
Thank you, Mike Lopa." This 
was a note received from the 
Arcadia Titans outstanding 
wrestling coach, Mike Lopa. 
The recognition to those four 
Titan matmen could never be 
enough, their statistics speak 
for themselves. So do the 
statistics of the entire Titan 
team, as well as those of one 
of the county’s best coaches.

First the individual 
records: Greg Locke, season 
record thirty-four wins, 20 
losses, and 1 tie, second only 
to team mate Don O’Mara. 
And his uncanny tournament 
performances, first in the 
Webster Tournament, 
Arcadia Tournament, Monroe 
County Tournament, Section 
V Class AAA Tournament, 
Section V Tournament, and 
fifth in the State Meet. With 
these performances he put 
three Most Valuable Player 
trophies on his shelf. They 
came from the Arcadia 
Christmas Tournament, the 
Monroe County Tourney, and 
the Titans varsity wrestling 
team. He was picked for the 
Monroe County Western 
Division All-League team, 
and has become one of the 
most sought after college

prospects, as he graduates 
this spring.

Don O’Mara had an equally 
impressive season per­
formance, as well as being 
the “winningest" wrestler 
ever to come out of Arcadia. 
O’Mara had a season tally of 
31 wins and one loss, giving 
him a four year record of 78 
wins and 25 losses, and 
breaking Chuck Grossman’s 
58-17 mark. In Don's high 
school wrestling career, he 
missed only one varsity meet, 
that in his freshman year. 
O’Mara’s tournament results 
were fantastic, identical to 
those of Greg Locke's with 
exception of a second place 
finish in the Section V 
Championship. That runner- 
up spot was caused by a loss 
in the finals, the only one of 
the season, and it kept 
O’Mara from going to the 
State Meet. This was the first 
time in Arcadia wrestling 
history that the Titans had 
more than one Most Valuable 
Player for the season. They 
chose three this year. Locke. 
O’Mara, and Wood, the Titans’ 
senior tri-captains were 
elected as the MVP’s 
following outstanding 
seasons.

Steve Wood, like Locke and 
O’Mara, was selected by the 
area coaches to the Monroe 
County Western Division All- 
League team. That was not 
the limit to his successes, as

he finished first in the 
Arcadia and County Tour­
naments, while being runner- 
up in the Webster Tour­
nament as well as the Section 
V Class AAA Tourney Wood 
had a twenty-three win, four 
loss. and two tie season 
record, to graduate as the 
teams fourth best grappler 
with 48 wins, 17 losses, and 2 
ties.

Dave Goodwin didn't enjoy 
quite as much success as the 
other three did. Also a senior. 
Goodwin had a twenty-one 
and eight season record, 
boosting his career total to 38- 
18. The 155 pounder was first 
in the Arcadia Tournament, 
and third in both the Webster 
and Monroe County Tour­
naments. He was unhappy 
with some of his per­
formances during the season, 
but turned in a quality record. 
Some of the team’s other 
leaders were: Brian Needier, 
Mike Palumbo, Paul 
Brigandi, Bob DelDuca, and 
Ed Ellis. Brigandi, a junior, 
was the team’s Most Improved 
Player, having a 16-8-1 season 
standing.

For the team, as a whole, 
this season was their second 
best, as far as the record 
shows. The Titans posted a 
ten win and four loss mark, 
while placing first as a team 
in the Arcadia Tournament, 
and second in the Webster, 
Monroe County, and Section 
Five Tournaments. They

finished third in the Monroe 
County Western Division with 
a seven and three record.

The Titan losses came 
against Hilton (30 • 15), 
Webster Thomas ( a 29 - 28 
upset), Spencerport (24-22), 
and R-H Sperry (26 - 17) on 
East-West Day. So although 
this year’s record was not as 
good as last year’s, the 
wrestlers' Coach Lopa had to 
choose from were all around 
better. There was more talent 
on this team, than one ever 
before. The question is: with 
the loss of the top five 
wrestlers, including senior 
Andy Kimbell who wrestled 
seldom but finished his high 
school career with a 40-21-2 
record, will Arcadia have any 
sort of team next season?

With Coach Mike Lopa at 
the helm, it is almost a sure 
thing that the Titans will be 
division title contenders. Lopa 
has led Arcadia matmen 
through eleven campaigns, in 
eight of which they’ve had 
winning records. His record 
as a wrestling coach at 
Arcadia now stands at 82 
wins, 61 losses, and 5 ties. It’s 
impressive considering the 
Titans attendance of 
wrestlers, through the early 
years. Next year, with the 
number of returnees for the 
Arcadia grapplers’ the 
records could be even more 
impressive

Marta Kennedy wears a big grin as she accepts the MVP trophy 
from her coach Paul Peterson. Kennedy led the Spartans in 
scoring and was nominated to the All-county west division one 
basketball team.
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Hibbard: The Best Is Yet To Come
By Gary Fallesen

Coach Jeff Hibbard and his 
team finished their final 
Winter gymnastics season 
last month, matching their 
seven previous winning 
records. The Arcadia gym­
nasts posted a seven win and 
one loss mark, equaling their 
last three years' best; the 
Titans faltered once more at 
gaining a Sectional title.

Next year Section Five 
gymnastics joins the state’s 
other ten sections with a Fall 
schedule. With the change to 
the Fall, Arcadia’s coach has 
decided to stay with gym­
nastics and give up soccer. 
Hibbard has led the Titan 

; gymnasts through all their 
winning seasons, including 
twenty-seven wins against 
only four losses over the last 
four years. He will be leaving 
his head coaching position in 
varsity soccer, a team he has 
led to two Sectional co- 
Championships in the last 
three years. The successful 
coach has decided in favor of 
the indoor sport, still in 
search of his first Sectional 
title in that position, while 
another person must fill his
shoes on the soccer field.

This season, however, was 
thought to be Arcadia’s best 
opportunity at winning the 
Section V Championship; they 
finished 1.4 points out of first 
place, runners-up to the Rush- 
Henrietta Comets. Something 
they hadn't thought would
happen when placing second 
behind R-H, especially after 
the Titans had beaten the 
Comets 95.30-87.55 during the 
regular season. The 
Arcadians remained brides­
maids, escorting Rush 
through the ceremony, but 
unable to break up their 
rivals’ depth with more first 
places, three-to-zero in favor 
of the Titans gymnasts.

When the Titans open next 
Fall’s schedule, they will be 
minus six graduating seniors, 
a gap that will be difficult to 
fill, but a young nucleus of 
returning stars must. The six 
leaving take with them 22 
years of high school gym­
nastics experience. They are 
called by their coach the “six 
super seniors,’’ and their

credentials show good reason 
why. Mark Sansone, Jim 
Saunders, John Saunders, 
Mark Proudfoot, and Paul 
Cappello all spent four years 
in the assorted events, while 
Steve Schaefer came on in his 
last two years of high school 
to join gymnastics.

Post-season results show 
what they did throughout the 
year to make the Titans tick. 
Mark Proudfoot became a 
County and Sectional champ 
with back-to-back first places 
on the Side Horse. He then 
went on to finish a strong 
seventh, in that same event, 
at the New York State 
Regionals. John Saunders 
was another County and 
Sectional champ, with a top 
spot finish on the Parallel 
Bars. Saunders injured 
himself though and was 
unable to perform in the 
Reginals, but he went out a 
winner with those two first 
place titles. Mark Sansone 
bounced back from a second 
place finish in the Counties to 
win the Sectional Cham­
pionship on the Rings. San­
sone’s Section Five finish sent 
him to the State Meet where 
he finished an excellent fifth, 
the best by a Titan this year. 
He was chosen the team’s 
Most Valuable Player for the 
job he did in filling the 
vacancy that Mike Mordenga 
had left. At the start of the 

Home Buying
Course Offered

Continuing Education of the 
Greece Central School 
District is offering a course in 
Home Buying. Duncan 
Farney, an attorney 
specializing in real estate, 
will teach this five-week 
course at Olympia High 
School Thursday evenings 
beginning April 29. The fee is 
$10.

The following professional 
resource persons will be 
available to help discuss 
course units: Home planning- 
Architect, Home Building- 
Contractor. Legal Problems- 
Attorney, Property 
Insurance-Broker, Home 
Finance-Broker, Real Pro­
perty Taxation and Asses 
merits-Attorney.

season Coach Hibbard put the 
most pressure on Sansone, to 
fulfill the All-Around position 
that the team’s best gymnast 
in Titan history had left, and 
he came through with top 
performances.

Other finishes by “super 
seniors” were: Sansone’s 
second place County spot and 
third place Sectional mark in 
Long Horse Vaulting. He also 
had a fourth and second place 
setting in County and Sec­
tional competition, respec­
tively, in the All-Around 
event. Paul Cappello com­
pleted the Rings event with a 
fourth place in both meets, 
while Mark Proudfoot ended 
up fifth in both competitions 
in the Long Horse Vaulting. 
Jim Saunders was the last 
graduate to leave his mark, 
he had a third in the Counties 
and a fifth in the Sectionals, 
on the Parallel Bars. As well 
as a sixth in both meets in the 
Ebor Exercise event.

These team members will 
be missed, but with Titans 
like John Blanchard, Mike 
Flynn, Anthony Mordenga, 
and others returning again 
next year, the promise of yet 
another outstanding season 
does not leave with them. 
Blanchard was a third place

County finisher, fourth in the 
Section V Meet, and eleventh 
in the Regional meet, in the 
High Bar competition. Flynn, 
who went All-Around for the 
Titans this season, was fifth 
and sixth in the County and 
Section, respectively, in the 
High Bar event. Both Flynn 
(the teams Most Improved 
Player) and Blanchard are 
juniors, the strongest two 
returning. Anthony Mor­
denga, the younger brother of 
Mike, placed sixth in the 
Section on the Side Horse, 
seventh in the County, as a 
freshman. He has many 
strong years ahead of him, 
and gives the Titans added 
depth.

This was a team that was 
supposed to miss Mordenga 
and Co. dearly, yet they had 
an outstanding season. Coach 
Hibbard had said at the 
beginning of the season, they 
would have to work hard to 
keep from having a losing 
record, yet they missed 
staying undefeated by a score 
of 92.95-86.05 'that in their 
only loss, to Webster 
Thomas). The Titans next 
year must again fill gaps, and 
if it is as successful as this 
season, the Hibbard fall 
brigade may be the best yet to 
come.

Olympia Spartan athletes 
received awards for Most 
Valuable Player (MVP) and 
Most Improved Player (MIP) 
last Monday at Olympia.

In basketball, Jeff Hare 
captured the MIP at the 
junior varsity level, 
sophomore Scott Virkus 
brought home the varsity 
MIP honors and Mike Pilger 
which was no surprise won 
the MVP

At the girl's basketball level 
Charlotte Hutton received the 
MIP and star guard Marta 
Kennedy the MVP. In gym­
nastics Don Carbone won the 
MIP and Mark Johns the
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Don't Be Confused! _ ___
SOME DEALERS ADVERTISE "DEALER COST", "OUR COST" —
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