Lopa: Matmen Deserve Recognition

*

“Could you do me a favor
and give the following boys
special recognition Greg
Locke, Don O'Mara, Dave
Goodwin, and Steve Wood ...
Thank you, Mike Lopa." This
was a note received from the
Arcadia Titans outstanding
wrestling coach, Mike Lopa.
The recognition to those four
Titan matmen could never be
enough, their statistics speak
for themselves. So do the
statistics of the entire Titan
team, as well as those of one
of the county’s best coaches.

By Gary Fallesen

First the individual
records: Greg Locke, season
record thirty-four wins, 20
losses, and 1 tie, second only
to team mate Don O’Mara.
And his uncanny tournament
performances, first in the
Webster Tournament,
Arcadia Tournament, Monroe
County Tournament, Section
V Class AAA Tournament,
Section V Tournament, and
fifth in the State Meet. With
these performances he put
three Most Valuable Player
trophies on his shelf. They
came from the Arcadia
Christmas Tournament, the
Monroe County Tourney, and
the Titans varsity wrestling
team. He was picked for the
Monroe County Western
Division All-League team,
and has become one of the
most sought after college

prospects,
this spring.

as he graduates

Don O’Mara had an equally
impressive season per-
formance, as well as being
the “‘winningest" wrestler
ever to come out of Arcadia.
O’Mara had a season tally of
31 wins and one loss, giving
him a four year record of 78
wins and 25 losses, and
breaking Chuck Grossman’s
58-17 mark. In Don's high
school wrestling career, he
missed only one varsity meet,
that in his freshman year.
O’Mara’s tournament results
were fantastic, identical to
those of Greg Locke's with
exception of a second place
finish in the Section V
Championship. That runner-
up spot was caused by a loss
in the finals, the only one of
the season, and it kept
O’Mara from going to the
State Meet. This was the first
time in Arcadia wrestling
history that the Titans had
more than one Most Valuable
Player for the season. They
chose three this year. Locke.
O’Mara, and Wood, the Titans’
senior tri-captains were
elected as the MVP’s
following outstanding
seasons.

Steve Wood, like Locke and
O’Mara, was selected by the
area coaches to the Monroe
County Western Division All-
League team. That was not
the limit to his successes, as

he finished first in the
Arcadia and County Tour-
naments, while being runner-
up in the Webster Tour-

nament as well as the Section
V Class AAA Tourney Wood
had a twenty-three win, four
loss. and two tie season
record, to graduate as the
teams fourth best grappler
with 48 wins, 17 losses, and 2
ties.

Dave Goodwin didn't enjoy
quite as much success as the
other three did. Also a senior.
Goodwin had a twenty-one
and eight season record,
boosting his career total to 38-
18. The 155 pounder was first
in the Arcadia Tournament,
and third in both the Webster
and Monroe County Tour-
naments. He was unhappy
with some of his per-
formances during the season,
but turned in a quality record.
Some of the team’s other
leaders were: Brian Needier,
Mike Palumbo, Paul
Brigandi, Bob DelDuca, and
Ed Ellis. Brigandi, a junior,
was the team’s Most Improved
Player, having a 16-8-1 season
standing.

For the team, as a whole,
this season was their second
best, as far as the record
shows. The Titans posted a
ten win and four loss mark,
while placing first as a team
in the Arcadia Tournament,
and second in the Webster,
Monroe County, and Section
Five Tournaments. They

finished third in the Monroe
County Western Division with
a seven and three record.

The Titan losses came
against Hilton (30 -+ 15),
Webster Thomas ( a 29 - 28
upset), Spencerport (24-22),
and R-H Sperry (26 - 17) on
East-West Day. So although
this year’s record was not as
good as last year’s, the
wrestlers' Coach Lopa had to
choose from were all around
better. There was more talent
on this team, than one ever
before. The question is: with
the loss of the top five
wrestlers, including senior
Andy Kimbell who wrestled
seldom but finished his high
school career with a 40-21-2
record, will Arcadia have any
sort of team next season?

With Coach Mike Lopa at
the helm, it is almost a sure
thing that the Titans will be
division title contenders. Lopa
has led Arcadia matmen
through eleven campaigns, in
eight of which they’ve had
winning records. His record
as a wrestling coach at
Arcadia now stands at 82
wins, 61 losses, and 5 ties. It's
impressive considering the
Titans attendance of
wrestlers, through the early
years. Next year, with the
number of returnees for the
Arcadia grapplers’ the
records could be even more
impressive
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