Locke Is Fifth In
State Tourney

* By Gary Fallesen

Greg Locke is ‘‘the”
Arcadia Titans wrestler.
Weighing 126 lbs, he was area
representative for Section V
at the New York State
Wrestling Tournament last
Friday and Saturday.

Locke, wearing his Captain
American warm-up T-shirt
for good luck at every match
was the only Greece wrestler
to make the States. Locke
finished his wrestling career
with a fifth place in his first
appearance in the N. Y State
Tourney.

The day before Greg left for
Syracuse he felt he had a
chance at winning, but was
very nervous about going.
*““You should see the records
some of these guys have got,
99-3-1 recorus, something like
that. They've only lost one at
the’ most, this season, it's
fantastic.”

The truth was. he was also
carrying a great season
record, 31 wins and one loss,
plus a 68-18-1 career mark. As
the second best Arcadia
wrestler ever, behind Dan
O'Mara who fimshed with 78
wins and 25 losses, he finished
his senior year as a tri-
caplain,

It had been Locke's
greatest season ever. He
started the season with a win,
but lost to Chuck Partridge of
Hilton the following weekend,
by a 10-8 decision. He went on
to finish in first place in the
Webster Wrestling Tour-
nament and in the Arcadia
Christmas Tournament. He
was also chosen the Arcadia
Tournament’s Most Valuable
Player, following the out-
standing day b~ had as a
Christmas present. From
there Locke finished the
regular season with ten
conseculive dual mee. -~
lories, including were three
pins, and a 26-1 decision Post-
season activities started with
the Annual East-West Day,
and another victory was
Locke's. That was followed by
his All-County selection, a
great honor since it is picked
by the County coaches. He
proceeded (o the Monroe
County Tournament, where
he was seeded number one,
and finished in that spot. He
defeated Spencerport’'s Shane
Graham 153 in the finals, and
was chosen the Tournament's
Outstanding Wrestler. Locke
also placed first in the Sec-
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Locke is Fifth
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ional Tournament, defeating
McQuaid's Pete Springer 8-7
in the f(inals, after being
seeded number one. His final
first place tournament finish
was in the Section V Cham
pionship, which qualified him
for the States. Greg topped
HcQu:ld 8 Pele Sprmger

once again, this time six-to-
two, and with that he was on

his way to the Onondaga
County War Memorial.

Locke left for Syrcause
Friday morning, due for a full
physical examination at 11:30
a.m., then inspection by all
the coaches and referees
involved. His first of two
preliminary matches began
at 3:30 that afternoon. Greg
grappled through Friday's
action with two victories, but
tive quarter-finals were as far

as he could advance. His
nervousness ard awe for the

wrestlers around him, ended
his bid for the State Cham-
pionship in 126 lbs. Locke's
fifth place finish added points
to Section V's total point tally,
of 154 points, that finished
them second behind Section 9
(Nassau  County, Long
Island), who had 194 points.
Coach Mike Lopa was proud
of his 56", 126 pounds of
muscle senior, but Greg
thought he could do a little
better.

The 18 year old Greg is the

son of Bob, and brother of

Steve, wihw graduated Llast
year. Steve wrestled for
Arcadia for four seasons, and
finished with a 22-15-2 career
record. Greg completed his
years as a Titan wrestler with
a little more success, mainly
70 wins, only 19 losses and one
tie. He looked into his future
last week, *“l don't know if
I'm going to wrestle any more
(in college) because of my
knees. If | do wrestie in
college, it will probably be at
Brockport State, or something
like that.” Locke has been
ranked along side of former
Spencerport great Frank
DeAngelis, but says he is no
where near as good, and
laughed when asked if he
thinks he’'ll go to Oklahoma
(where DeAngelis is at-
tending college.) ““No way!"

With his high school
wrestling career behind him
Greg should be a big college
prospect, and a fine athlete
for any University. For now
his strong fifth place finish,
among eleven Sections,
makes him a respectable
name in New York State
wrestling. And that Captamn
America T-shirt, that can now
be stored away, shows not
only Locke’s wrestling skills,
but his likeable personality.
So even if he believes there is
no chance of attending
Oklahoma, there may be an
opportunity at using his skills
elsewhere.





