Titans e)(pected to be just that

¢ By TOM FITZGERALD
D&C' Sportswriter

A doctor who apparently knows how
Greece Arcadia wresthing coach Mike
Lopa hikes to throw himself into his work
advised the burlev ex-Indiana football
player to drop coaching this season

“If vou can get oul of chmbing stairs,
do it,"" the doctor said since all the
cartilage has been taken out of Lopa's
right knee But Lopa thinks this would be
a particularly bad time to drop
coaching

In his 10 vears of coaching at Arcadia
he has not had a team like the one he has
this year. The fact that the Titans are the
team to beat in the Monroe County
League would not be unusual in other
sports In wresthing, however, it sounds
like heresy

For Arcadia is in the same division as
Spencerport, the Rolls Royee of Section !
wrestling The Ranger dynasty has cap-
tured seven straight Western Division
championships, six straight league titles
and three of the last five sectional
titles

But Spencerport lost seven standouts
including Frank DeAngehis, who left for
the Umiversity of Oklahoma after a 102-)
high school career, and Ron Winme,
whose family unexpectedly moved to
Albany last month

“1'd be tickled pink to be there in the
battle,” said Spencerport coach Walt
Teike, with more than his usual dose of
pre-season caution “"This 1s the year
they can all beat on us '

Teke s foes stll are wary But Hilton
and Webster Thomas are waiting in the
Western Division wings. and Fairport
Rush Henretta Sperry . East Rochester
and Eastridge look strong in the East
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Greg Locke (top) and Don O'Mara practice for Greece Arcadia’s wrestling season.

The team most hkely to end the Spen
however. 18 Arcadia 1
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Goodwin's status was in doubt last
stummer when he tell out of the trunk of a
car and spent nine dayvsin a hospital with
4 severe concussion and a sl alned
neck

“The car was packed with Kkids so
Donny O'Mara and | got in the trunk [
started up and | hit myv head on the
bumper and then on the pavement

Hut Goodwinisback, and so1s 0O " Mara

who was 23-7 last vear. S0 are All

Greater Rochester football plavers
Steve Wood (195 at 167 pounds), Greg
Locke (206 at 1260, Andy Kimball (21-7,
119 Brian Needler (851, 98) and Mike
Palumbo (6-0 heavvweight). Then there

are promising Eddie Elhs (112), Mark
Sullivan (132) and Bob Delduca (145)
from the wwmor varsity and Mike Cook
(177). back from a two-vear absence,

Turn to Page 5D
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Mike Lopa
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The Titans’ best bet for an individual sectional
title might well be Locke, who took third in the
sectionals last year but missed the state meet when
he could not put knee surgery off any longer

“It's not a question of how good Spencerport 1s
this vear,"” says Locke *'It's how hard we work
ourselves We're not looking forward to just the
Spencerport match (Jan. 17). We look forward to
each practice.”

“Everybody used to be in awe of Spencerport,”
Wood says. “We still respect them, but we stopped
being in awe of them last vear."”

Arcadia nevertheless lost to Spencerport, 27 20,
when the Rangers scored nine points in the final two
matches The Titans lost in similar fashion to Hilton,
27 21, but their only other loss was a 24 23 upset to

Brockport, after which Lopa exploded in the
dressing room

“If the parents had been in there too. | wouldn't
have my job this vear,” he said He was almost as
disturbed this vear when he was shifted from
Arcadia to teach physical education at Athena
Junior High and hints he might not be back as coach
next year as a result of being separated from his
athletes
“1f I'm not back it will be because of that, not the
Knee '





