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Popple, Nelson score decisive victories 
' 

By DAVE CATER o~ 
5po<1t w,-. 

• 

WILDS.BAJiaE - John 
Reese had it all figured out. 

Or so he thought. 
Going into the Wilkes Open 

• Tournament championship 
round, all Reese needed was 
one victory in four opportuni­
ties to capture his firat-ever 
title. 

I 

The championship eventually 
would come, but not uotU the 
fourth bout, not untU nerves 
had been frazzled to a prickly 
edge. 

At the time of the first 
championship match, WUkes 
held a tenuous 6114 lead on Clar­
ion State. No one else was In 
the hunt. 

I 

So he went down the Ust. 
Colonel Kris Rowlette wu 

meeting Lehigh's top-eeeded 
RJcb Santoro at 126. Rowlette 
had not beaten the Engineer in 
three previous attempts. It 
dJdo 't look good this time, he 
thought. 

1o the 142-pouod finale, 
Wilkes' Lenny Nel5on was fac­
ing Steve Hunte, an aselstaot 
coach at Army and a former 
two-time national champion at 
Iowa. DefinJtely an uphill bat­
tle. 

Colonel Mark Popple held the 
host's hopes at 150 but in his 
way was New York Athletic 
Club's Ken Mallory, a former 
national champion and one of 
the finest w1 estlers anywhere. 
Sure like to put It away before 

• 
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then, the coach surmJsed. 
The key would be at 134, 

where junior Kurt Rowlette 
would battle Clarion State's 
Mark Ciccarello. If Rowlette 
could win, then Wilkes could 
forever slam to door on ita clos­
est competitor . 

A!J feared, Krls Rowlette feU 
to Santoro, 9-2. 

Then came the shocker 
which would send shock waves 
through Reese 's veteran 
shoulders. · 

Kurt Rowlette lost and a 
heartbreaker it was. The pair 
battled through an 8-8 regula.r 
match and 7-7 portion before 
Ciccarello was awarded the 
match on the most neare falls 
in overtime. 

Now Wilkes trailed by a 

l 

quarter point and would have to 
win one of the remaining two. 
This kind of drama Reese could 
do without. 

"I was really concerned," the 
veteran mentor admitted. "I 
thought 134 was critical. I 
thought we'd win it at 134. U we 
would have lost it by a quarter­
point, especially after we 
w1estled so well, I would have 
felt just etck." 

But today, Reese feels just 
fine, thank you. 

And be owes it all to Nelson 
and Popple, who electrified the 
appreciative throng of 1.000 by 
turn.J.og in a pai.r of winning 
performances and handing 
thei.r coach his first Wilkes 
Open championship in his 30-
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T\MfS I!AOB/ KEVIN T. GlliRT 

Wilkes' M•rk Popple, left. has l'l.'"\:' AC' Kelin Mallor) under 
control and Is on his U)o to his seco' \\'ilkes Open title. 
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Mat Note
Wiles grapplers capture 1st title. The Wilkes-Barre Times-Leader, December 31, 1982.



' Wilkes----
year career. 

" It feels great," Reese saJd, bNming from ear to ear. 
"Eepedally since this is tht 50th anniversary of the 
school and this is the 50th anniversary of the tourna­
ment." 

For Nelson, it was pure ecstasy. After sitting out the 
fall season for academic reasons. Nelson WBB making 
his first 1982 appearance in the Colonel tights. And as 
usual. be did it proud. 

Ironically, be said his victory was in the bag. 
"I thought I was going to win all along," said the 22-

year-old senior, who captured a Wilkes Open crown at 
142 in 1980. 

"There was .. no doubt in my mind. I knew I could beat 
this ldd." 

Just before. tbe Wilkes Open, Nelson. one of two 
Wilkes co-captains along with Pete Creamer. called a 
senior team meeting. He knew Wilkes bad all the poten­
tial in the world this year. He didn't want the season to 
end without his team ever proving it. 

Now, that's a moot point as the Colonels used two 
firsts, two seconds and three fourth places to carry a 
giant team trophy out of the South Franklin Street gym. 

Wilkes' three fourth places belonged to Keyin Stanley 
at 118, Jim Johnaon at 167 and.Pete Creamer. 

13018503Wilkes finished with 73 points to 67 for 
mnner-up ClarlooomsbW'Il State ended third with 57 
tallies, Lock Haven was fourth with 26 3/4 arut La­
fayette was a dktant fifth with 14 3/ 4. 

The "Oustandlng Wrestler" award went to Clarion 
State's Ciccarello wbfle Lehigh's Jeff Turner picked up 
the high-point honor with 18. The Manny Gorriaran 
Trophy for most pins in the least agrregate time was 
picked up by unattcbed matmem Todd Rfbovich with 
tbree fa.lla in 7:52. 

Wblle Ne.lson'a match clinched the title. Popple's 
match made it that much sweeter. 

At the end of regulation. Popple's match with Mallory 
was knotted 8-8. But everyone in the gym knew Popple 
bad chalked up more than two minutes of riding time, 
good for the winning point. Tbe timers said othet wise 
and the Coughlin High School graduate faced overtime. 

But there was no doubt in the three-minute extra 
session as Popple overruled, 5-2 and picked up his 
second straight Wilkes Open crown. 

"I felt I could win if I stayed Qn my feet," explained 
the jubilant21-year-old. "But when Lenny won, it tooka 
little of the pressure off me." 

Popple was one of two wtestlers to defend his 1981 
championship. The other was heavyweight Lou DISerafi­
no of the New York Athletic Club who declsioned Lock 
Haven State's Rick Peterson, 11-ft 

In other matches, Clarion State's Jamie Kaseer took 
the 118-pouoct medal with a powerful, 18-6 decision 
ober Todd Cummings of BlooiDSburg State. At 158, top-:. 
seeded Roy Lobdell of Lehfltb allpped past SUppery 
Rock's Keith De<kaa.f, 13-12 wbfle first eeed Jim Reilly 
gave Lehigh Its second stlaight crown with an inhuman, 
18-3 victory over Lock Haven's Doug Buchwalter. 

Jeff Turner, 177-pound son of Lehigh coach 'Thad 
Turner, won by injury default over Doug Dix of William 
& Mary and John McFadden of Bloomsburg upset top­
seeded John Connolley of North carouna State. 6-4 in 
the 190-pound class. 
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Wyomlntt Valley 
Conference 

Wrestllntt Standings 

East QWIIIen 
CrHI"'bod 
Coughlin 
MeYW$ 
Blsllo4> Hoben 
GAR 
Hanover ArN 
Nanlicolte Area 
Wftt C»ittllf'l 
l..IIM-Ltllmen 
Ptll"on ArM 
TunkhaMock 
Wvo va-.v wesr 
W\'Omlr>g ArM 
Dalles 
W..l Slcll T ecll 
Resulb 

w 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

w 
1 
1 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 

L 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
I 
I 

L 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 

T 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

T 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

Pd. 
1.000 
.000 
.000 
.000 
.000 
000 
.000 
Pd. 

1 000 
1 000 
1.000 
1.000 
.000 
000 
000 

LAke-l..etltNn 45. GAR I 
TunklleMOCk 46. 8is/lo4> Hoben 14 
Wvo ValleY Wtsl 53, Nonloeokt 12 
Cl"ftiWOj>d 46, WHI Side Tech 9 
PlllsiOn ArM 32, Hanover Are. 30 

Jail. s -­Pillslon ar Meven. 
Bls/101> Hoben a1 Lakt-Lehmon 
GAR ar Dallas 
W"'""l"'l Area ar Tunklwlanock 
CouohHn al Wesl Skle Tecll 
Crestwood at NantiCoke 
Wvomlno Valley West ~ bn 
~Area-1M! 

JM. I melc:Ms 
Mer• S a l w...-,g Valley WHI 
Plltston Area ar Couvillon 
Ho- ArM ar CresiWOOd 
Tunkhannock ar Oelas 
Nanloeok.e ArM al B"'- Hoben 
Wftl Slcll Tecll a l Wvom.nv Area 
GAR- bye 
uke-l..etltNn- twe 

College Men 

1 Wllltft 
2. O.rlon Slate 
3 Bloomst~uro Slate 
4 L.oc:a Haven 
S. L.afavettt 
6 Wftl Po•nls 
7 Penn State 
.. Ptlt 
9 Rldw 
10. RIT 
11. Motlldaor Slale 
12. Vlro1n .. 
13. Osweoo Stale 
14. ~vllde W restllno Club 

73 
671'l 

S1 
26 3•4 
14 3 4 • 

12 2 
12 

1112 
10 • 
9'1'2 

3 3!4 
2 
0 
0 

Qlowa•::•e • ._. 
Ill - Jam" Kau. CCrar;on Stare) dK. 
!Odd ~~ IBioomtll.rv Slale), 11-

• "' - ltiCII S.-.Joro fL..ahoVII dK. l(rn 
R-'-'!e (Wilkel . t-2 

l)t - Man. Oc:car.llo (C..r;on srattl 
OK K&l1 ltowlal!e (Wilke l, 1-1 rev 7-
7 OT, o. lrtltnt crt..na • 

141 - lM'!ftY ~-01'1 (W._I dK. Stne 
...._ (Army], 1-l. 

Ul-Man. Pan• 1~1 a.c. Ktll 
.. ,.,... (llfYACI, 1-1 rwt , 5-2 OT. 

lSI - RO'f I OOM 1~1 elK. Ktllll 
DtGruf ($11- Y RoO), 13-12 
'" - Jim ~~~ 1~1 oec:. Doug 

Bue~!otrllll.- rt.oclt Ho...,J, II-) 
111 - Jeff T unw l lAiwl!hl "WOn by 

inAn Olfallil - Doug Dt• (Wlllienl & 
MarY! 

19t - Jam IN:.F~I\ 1~1 
!* Jolin C4ow<llln l lo0t111 c.rotlna 

• 

•••••1. ·-4 
Hwf - l.o;.r D&raftl!o I HY ACI dec 

Ito .....,._ ll..ort Ho-.1, 11-6. ·-'? If'""* Ill - TOCICI ~(~I 01C. 
~ • 1. ,_II. ~ J­
~- ~lon ~ .. , OK:. ....-c fa •• 
, .... , 11-7 

1:111 - ltlclt ~. tl....., dK. -­
•• - II' &I :• t W UUII.); 11-2. l(ltt 
Rh•• c• n l diC. ••*• I d 
11'111 • • - u.et l. ,_ .. 

IM - Kllrf •• _.. cwant a.c. ~ 
Kh>t IVM-uNtl l, ,_._ N1a11L CI<XMWIO 
!ClariOn llo:a:al, crwr. WW:Ma cR~~~e­
enl. u-a 

142 - L I Uli Pll'tM IWIII•I elK 
Derrll L .... lltiTl, 1-4, $1..,. Hun:. 
IArmvl dec lldl...,ron (Unatt ), 12-4 

1$0- _,.~I 'I (WIUa) fK, Oarf 
Sllell (Syraeuu - u.tll. 1-21 Ken Mal­
tart INYACI OK:. Mlllall ~ 
(T---Unali ), lf-1 

ua - ltov LOWell ti . .....,-UI\lltt 1-
by «Wellli ~~~r• Nate Caner IOirlon 
Sle!tl, ~ kellll ~eel !SIDe• v 
ROd!) die. Kin. TMI lut.-1, 20-1 

IU - Jlm lt..., fL.nllftl _.. ill¥ 
clf'eutt - $1..,. Grew~¥ ILoclt Ho...,J, 
355. Dout ~ ILOdl Ha_,l elK 
IIGO A.,_.t ICIIrioft Sletel, 1-1 

111 - Jeff T ur- I leN!~~~ I ...,..., Tom 
G llbt (Bioornsburtl , 6 ~ OouD D•• 
IYV ,., & MM¥1 OK J•m llelchiW 
ICIIriOIII t-• • 

190 - Jolin Coroote'l' I N0t1t1 Cerolne 
~11111 dec Brien Kesned< ICI<trlon Sleta), 
1-6. Joel JO!Ifl- (Penn Slato) dec: . .JoM 
McFedOen 1Bioomsbur91 , 12-S. 

Hwt - Lou DISarellno INYAC) dec: 
C&l1 Olloft ICiarloll SJefll, 1S-t, lidl 
"'-'.,._ (lock Ha-l OK. Joe WG 

~~·'· ·-· c In........ ANitl 
Ill - K Y1e Nt«<s (Pill) - by Ill 

' Ktvln 511....., (W o.asl 1:111 - WOOCIV FN 
IBIOOimburVI 'WOn ill¥ Ill ROCky Bonomo 
IINtt) IM - Joe ...._ I UNrllec:rtadl 
~ - Fr~tr (~} 11-6 142 
- Darrel L~ IRITI dec: 8nan Valft 
ILtiiiQ!II 7-3 ISO - GaN SieQel (unall) 
Ole W.ot Peller (Lock Hoven) 7-4 lSI 
- Nale Carr.- ICiariOft) elK. Jeff Ptvne 
(uoall) 6-2 lU - Jolin ltutltdlle (La­
fayelltl dec: Jim Jollrrson (WIIkal 6-3. 
In - Tom G•blllt IBioomstlurg) dec: Jim 
Be~ ICiariOIII f -3 ItO - Ed 111ack 
!Lock Haven) OK Joel J- ' "'"" 
Stere l 10-4 Hwt - Curt Obon ICiaNonl 
OoMid Todd RlboYICh lunatt) 5.30 

c.u ....... s.mdl ... 
l1t - Nalil IPIII) dec Mar1t SodiM 

IV. n l lt-1. Stanllv 1~1 OK. Mb 
Price II ICW I 1-S 1:111 - Roekv Bo<10mo 
lunalll dec: Mil<a PecUr IUNrll) 3-1; 
Fry ca-.ourv1 - by 1t1 Rldl 
Bo<10mo luna II I 1M - Frll~ IBioomt­
burlll die. Nod< King lunattl 12-6, ...._ 
Iunati) - by Ill Cllartes WJncftod. 
(Rut-s) 142 - Lts~oe 111m dec: Mb 
Envan (Boslon U 1 7-3. Vttes (lAhiGIII 
Ole ltk:n S.rron ICieriOft} 11-1 ' lSI -
Sltvel (unall) elK. Leonerd Mumll (Lock 
Holleft) 3-2, Pollef llock Havanl - bv 
HI Milton 'Thorn~ lunalll lSI - Pevne 
Iunati) dec Kirk TMI (LafaV911tl 13-2. 
Carr.- (Ciarronl elK Jamie GrtDosk¥ 
IL.tllllll!\ 11-1 ,., - Ru tladllt tu­
taV91111 WOtt by Itt Sieve ~-niV ll.odl 
Ho_,l ; Jomson (~} OK. RoO Altlerl 
ICtartonl 14-1. In - Belem.- (Otnonl 
OK Tro~ Jaooo (CiariOIII 19-4 G bbot 
1~1 dec. .Mark Corref IWI<ft 1-· ltl - JoiWnOft ( Pfowl Stale' W011 0\1 
HI Ptte eroa,... (Wil<es' B<aek CLoo 
Hovtnl dec: 8rWIII KtsrleO< ( ClariOn) 16-
t Hwt. - ltlbovfcll (unattl - bY 1!1 
Joe Wedt ! Bloomsburg), Ol$011 (ClariOn) 
Ole Mlchetl Whalen (Wnlavanl IG-1 , 

Clrt·tlan~ 
111 - PriCe (It Icier) won by HI Kt11 

Whfl...ct lloclt Havtnli Nallls (P rill dK. 
RandY ltlc.har ds (Ciarloll) 9-0 1:111 -
PKktr (unalll won bY HI Sc:ott Wills!~ 
(Penn Slall}, FN (8ioomsbul'g) dec John 
Hneth (Pitt) 10-4 IM - Hadve (unalll 
P.IY!td ~ge DtAW'"ono l loclt Haven! 
342. Frlt& (Bioornaburv) elK. Jom Wlcox 

• • 
IOsweool 13-3 1M - Vales (Ltlligll) 
Otc. Ken Nelli' !Clarion) IG-6, En&lan 
(Boston U.l dec. Colin Col!ev (Riderl 6-1 
ISO - Potier (LOCk Havenl - by 
deiou" GrfV Sllutclll' IMorav .. nl 3:22, 
Mutnmal (Loclt Haven) OK. St..,. ltit­
mesOurll , ltlderl 12-S lSI - ... ¥'18 
l unalll OK. Nlai1L Troutman IW.:ftl 7-
2, GrtOosa'i' IL.ah'lllll dec. Sllea IC-­
naut!l IW!rrl & .Marvl 14-4. M1 C 
Rulladllt ILafa\'tlltl WOII by Itt -.. 
Martucd IL.afavellt). Johmon IWlltasl 
elK J•m Mulligan (W•"-l 7-5. 177 -
Jaogt (Clarion) e>tmed IIGO Tltomas IPtnn 
Statt) 5112. Correl IWill<esl dK. Oeve 
ltM:fleal (Bloomsburg! 12-6. '" -
Creamer (Wilkes) dK. Tv HaA (Lock 
Htvenl 1-5; Bleck (Lock Havanl Ole. 
TOllY Galli (Clarion) lf-2 Hwt. -Ribo­
vlctl l unall) pinned Dave ~- (Rider} 
1 59, Whalen IW~anl pinned O.ve 
KOOiov•tz (Boston U I 3'06. 

S.C.Id I'SUIId 
Cllftl ...... 

111 - RandY Ridlerds IO.rion Slate) 
P.nned 0...... S.rtlaecl , ......... & 
Mw~Nf) US, Kvle Neils I Pill I - by 
lorftll 11'<'.- BoO Beller (Unatt ). Mll<e 
Pru IR-1 won by lorleol 0vt1: Eert 
Envdlr IDraktl 1 

126 - WO<Xtr Fry (Biootmburg} 0tc. 
o.m .. n Buller IU!Iklt.l, 1-1. .Wile 
Pad<ar IUnall.l elK Rich Esswern (Pill), 
1-3, Seo« Websler IPttnn Sla lll Ole. 
GleM Wtlter IBioomsburgl, 1-6, Jolin 
Hnelh IPIIII won bv forfeit o- Dlckv 
Howell IUnall 1 

IM - Jot Hadoe ILSU-Unall.} OK 
Frank Sllllo (Old Dominion!, 21-5, John 
Wllco• (Oswego Slalel dec. Oouv Billig 
( W il kes ). 6-4 ; Ne l son 
Frri~(BioomsburgldK. Mille Prrce (La­
IIIIJII), 11-S, George DIAuslushno (Loclt­
Haveft) elK. Trov 0eoa1 (Bloomsburg) 
11-3 . 

142 - Coloi! Ccftwv IR!darl .,.....-.! Ovos 
Mean (Ltllig/1), I.J9. Ken Neffis ICieriOII 
Slatel OK Wlll .. m Deegan (Ltllllll!l. 9-6 
Br .. n Vales IL.tllovttl dee. Gary Boln 
(Pill), t-•. M<l<e Enzoen (Boslon Un....,.­
"tvl elK GrfV D•"ot (Poll), li-S. 

ISO - Wade Pott..- (LOCk Haven} dK. 
Glen Ammon !Clarion State), 9-7, LAo 
Mummall (Lock Hoven) won bY lorlelt 
over Ken RUUefl (NVAC); Grtg SkUICIIts 
(Morav .. n) won by lorfelt .,_ O.ve 
Togoas 1Una11 ); Sieve Romesourg (Rider) 
elK John Ptacek (VIrg inia ), 6-3. 

lSI - Jeff Pevne (Unalf.l W011 bv 
forleol o- Clluc:K Murry ( North Carolina 
Sla le); Jamie Grllbo•ku (Lelllth) t>lnnad 
Ptul WrtOtrtnar (Ptm Staff), S:A6, INrt 
T- IW.es) elK. M¥1< ll•lll 

ltm
Unall I. S-t OT S.. K.a+a •• twt­

& Miry) elK Brian Callallan (Loclt 
Ho .... ). 1-3 

IU - Jim Mlflu n (Wille&) die. Greg 
WVkofl (LOdl Hoven), 2-t. Jolin RUI!edVt 
ILafavelltl - ill¥ inll.r'Y dtfluit o­
Kerrv ltelrltvl (lAiolgh), 5:51; Jim _,., M 
(Wtkas) Plmld John Butts (Matmield 
Slale), 3.30. Jom Marlucx:l (Lafawtle) 
won by forfeit OYfJI' Fr.,.. 01mo 
I.Mansllafcl Sta te). 

171 - Mort CarTel (W.es) dK J.n 
JOhnson IPtnn Sttle), 7-1; Oeve Mlcllatl 
IB~rg) elK John Salmon l ltkllr), 
17-13, Trov Ja1191 (Clarion Stttel won bv 
forftil - Scott Slm- (Pronc:etQfl), 
BoO Thon• ,,.,. Ste le ) WOII ill¥ 1ot1e11 
ov.- Brent Stamm (RI~ . 
• I" - ..... C.•ftW_ !~ ;I I ll R..., OdatiJI:a (Unatt.), 1:121 ·'t'Y ,.._. 
(Lea He-) .... , Alai ,.,., UlrQrw­
VIal}, JiriSI IEIII Iliad! ( Laclr ....,_)­
•tiMe G.,... IWikasl 17-t TortV 
Gall ICianori Sl.-! won by 1oo Jot11 over 
o... Pwlell ( Ar'!nv}. 

Hwt - llo\lehMI Whelan IWniwYaFI) won 
bv cllfaull OWl Jadl lnsan-a (Ptnn Stale), 
U2. TOdd Rlbovldt IUnatt.) dK. Mike 
Krucrelt (Bfoomsllurg Stalt), 4-3. D..,. 
P(oployflr l llott011 Unl-•llvl e>lronad Joe 
Ga lOio (lt'ton1clair Stotel. 49, Oeve Green 
( Riderl WOII by forft•t - 0\ane ....... 
IClarmonl. 
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