Wilkes grapplers capture 1st title

Popple, Nelson score decisive victories

*

By DAVE CATER
Sports Wier

WILKES-BARRE — John
Reese had it all figured out.

Or so he thought.

Going into the Wilkes Open
Tournament championship
round, all Reese needed was
one victory in four opportuni-
ties to capture his first-ever
title,

The championship eventually
would come, but not until the
fourth bout, not until nerves
had been frazzled to a prickly
edge.

At the time of the [first
championship match, Wilkes
held a tenuous 6'4 lead on Clar-
ion State. No one else was in
the hunt.

S0 he went down the list.

Colonel Kris Rowlette was
meeting Lehigh's top-seeded
Rich Santoro at 126. Rowlette
had not beaten the Engineer in
three previous attempts. It
didn't look good this time, he
thought.

In the 142-pound (finale,
Wilkes' Lenny Nelson was fac-
ing Steve Hunte, an assistant
coach at Army and a former
two-time national champion at
lowa. Definitely an uphill bat-
tle,

Colonel Mark Popple held the
host's hopes at 150 but in his
way was New York Athletic
Club's Ken Mallory, a former
national champion and one of
the finest wrestlers anywhere.
Sure like to put it away before

1

then, the coach surmised.

The key would be at 134,
where junior Kurt Rowlette
would battle Clarion State's
Mark Ciccarello. If Rowlette
could win, then Wilkes could
forever slam to door on its clos-
est competitor.

As feared, Kris Rowlette fell
to Santoro, 9-2.

Then came the shocker
which would send shock waves
through Reese's veteran
shoulders. ~ )

Kurt Rowlette lost and a
heartbreaker it was. The pair
battled through an 8-8 recular
match and 7-7 portion before
Ciccarello was awarded the
match on the most nears falls
in overtime.

Now Wilkes trailed by a

tiﬁ]‘lﬂ point and would have to
one of the remaining two.
This kind of drama Reese could
do without.

"l was really concerned," the
veteran mentor admitted. *]
thought 134 was critical. 1|
thought we'd win it at 134. If we
would have lost it by a quarter-
point, especially after we
wrestled so -ell. I would have
felt just sick."”

But today, Reese feels just
fine, thank you.

And he owes it all to Nelson
and Popple, who electrified the

appreciative throng of 1,000 by
turning in a pair of winning
performances and handing
their coach his first Wilkes
Open championship in his 30-
(See WILKES, Page 4C)
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Wilkes" Mark Popple, left, has NYAC's Kevin Mallory under
control and is on his way to his second Wilkes Open title.
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year career.

“It feels great.’” Reese said, beaming from ear to ear.
“Especially since this is thé 50th anniversary of the
school and this is the 50th anniversary of the tourna-
ment.,"

For Nelson, it was pure ecstasy. After sitting out the
fall season for academic reasons, Nelson was
his first 1982 appearance in the Colonel tights. And as
usual, he did it proud.

Ironically, he said his victory was in the bag.

“I thought 1 was going to win all along." said the 22-
year-old senior, who captured a Wilkes Open crown at
142 in 1980.

“There was no doubt in my mind. I knew I could beat
this kid."

Just before the Wilkes Open, Nelson, one of two
Wilkes co-captains along with Pete Creamer, called a
senior team meeting. He knew Wilkes had all the poten-
tial in the world this year. He didn't want the season to
end without his team ever proving it.

Now, that's a moot point as the Colonels used two
firsts, two seconds and three fourth places to carry a
giant team trophy out of the South Franklin Street gym.

Wilkes' three fourth places belonged to Kevin Stanley
at 118, Jim Johnson at 167 andPete Creamer.

13018503Wilkes finished with 73 points to 67 for
runner-up Clarionomsburg State ended third with 57
tallies, Lock Haven was fourth with 26 3/4 and La-
fayette was a distant fifth with 14 3/4.

The "Oustanding Wrestler'" award went to Clarion
State's Ciccarello while Lehigh's Jeff Turner picked up
the high-point honor with 18. The Manny Gorriaran
Trophy for most pins in the least agrregate time was
picked up by unattched matmem Todd Ribovich with
three falls in 7:52. '

While Nelson's match clinched the title, Popple's
match made it that much sweeter.

At the end of regulation, Popple's match with Mallory
was knotted 8-8. But everyone in the gym knew Popple
had chalked up more than two minutes of riding time,
good for the winning point. The timers said otherwise
and the Coughlin High School graduate faced overtime.

But there was no doubt in the three-minute extra
session as Popple overruled, 5-2 and picked up his
second straight Wilkes Open crown.

“I felt I could win if | stayed on my feet,” explained
the jubilant21-year-old. “But when Lenny won, it tooka
little of the pressure off me."

Popple was one of two wrestlers to defend his 1981
championship. The other was heavyweight Lou DiSerafi-
no of the New York Athletic Club who decisioned Lock
Haven State's Rick Peterson, 11-6.

In other matches, Clarion State's Jamie Kasser took
the 118-pound medal with a powerful, 18-6 decision
ober Todd Cummings of Bloomsburg State. At 158, top-
seeded Roy Lobdell of Lehigh slipped past Slippery
Rock's Keith DeGraaf, 13-12 while first-seed Jim Reilly
gave Lehigh its second straight crown with an inhuman,
18-3 victory over Lock Haven's Doug Buchwalter.

Jeff Turner, 177-pound son of Lehigh coach Thad
Turner, won by injury default over Doug Dix of William
& Mary and John McFadden of Bloomsburg upset top-
seeded John Comnnolley of North Carolina State, 6-4 in
the 190-pound class.
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Wrestling Standings

East
Cres
Coughlin
Mayers
Bishop Hoban
GAR
Hanover Area
Nanlicoke Area
West Division
Lake—Lehman
Pitiston Area
Tunkhannotk
Wyo. Valley West
Wyoming Area
Dalas
Wes! Side Tech
Resuty
Lake—Lshman 45 GAR §
Tunkhannock 4, Bishop Hoban 14
Wyo. Valley West 51, Nanticoke 12
Crestwopd 46, Wes! Side Tech 9
Pittston Area 12, Hanover Area 30
Jan. § matches
Pittston a! Mevers
Bishop Hoban a! Lake—Lehman
GAR &' Dallas .
Wwpming Area al Tunkhannoc
Coughiin al Wes! Side Tech
Crestwood a! Nanticoke
Wyoming Valley Wes! — pbve
Hanover Area — Dbve
Jan. | marches
Mevery al Wyoming Valley West
Pirtston Area at Coughiin
Hanover Arsa a! Crestwood
Tunkhannock &' Dallas
Nanficoke Arsa a! Bahoo Hoban
Wes! Side Tech a! Wyoming Area
GAR — bye
Lake=_shman — bye

College Men

50th annual Wilkes Open

Wilkes Open
Team scores

 Clarion State 674
2% 3/4
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- West Poinits 124
. Penn State 12
Pint 1'%
. Rider 10%s
10. RIT 914
12. Virginia e
1. Oswego State 0
14. Nevada Wrestling Club 0

Champeomiig & ound
I — Jamie Kesser (Clarion State] dec

:nuu Cummings (Bicomsburg State), 18—

([ =P

INYAC) dec. Millon Thomeson
i Tennessee—LUnat! ), 19=—0
15 — Rov Lobosl Ll
by default over Nale (Clarion
Sigte), &S50 Keith DeGraal (Slppery

McF adden (Bioomaburg), 12—5

Hwi — Lou DiSerafine (NYAL) dec.
Curt Oon (Clarion Siale), 25—9. Rica
Peierson (Lock Haven) dec. Joe Wade
(Bloomaburg), =i

C ormugbation Finaty

M — Kvie Nells (PM) won bv M
Kevin Slaniey (Wilkes) T8 — Woody Fry
(Bloomaburg) won by M Rocky Bonomo
(unatt). 1M — Joe Hadpe (unafteched)
dec. Meison Fritz (Bloormsburg) 11—4 142
— Darredl Leslie (RIT) oec. Brian Yo
(Lehigh) 7T=1 15 — Gary Siegel (unatt)
dec. Waoe Pober (Lock Haven) 7—d4 1S
— Nale Carter (Clarion) dec. JeH Pavm
(unatt) =2 1 — John Rulledge (La-—
iayelie) dec. Jim Jofmon (Wilkes) é—1
177 — Tom Gibble (Bloomsburg) dec. Jim
Beichner (Clarion) 4=1 1M — Ed Black
iLock Heven) dec. Josl Johnson (Penn
State) 10=4 MWwit — Curt Otson (Clarion)
pinned Todd Ribovich (unatt) 530

Comaolathor Semnaty

18 — Nefllis (P) gec Mark Sodano
(Wikes) 10=7. Stanley (Wikes) dec Mike
Price (Riger) 3=5 1B — Rocky Bonomo
(unall) dec. Mike Pecher (unatl) J-|;
Fry (Bioormsburg) won by M. Rick
Bonomo (unatt) 1M = Fritz (Blooms—
burg) dec. Nick King (unatt) 12—4; Hadoe
ungtt] won by M Charfes Winchook
(Rutpers). 142 — Leslie (RIT) dec. Mike
Enzien (Boston U.) 7=1. Yates (Lehigh)
dec. Rich Barron (Clarion) 11=8"158 —
Slepel (unatt]) dec. Leonard Mumal (Lock
Haven) 3=1; Polfer (Lock Haven) won by
1. Millon Thompson (unatt) 158 — Payne
iunatt) dec. Kirk Tea! (Latavette) 11-=1,
Carter (Clarion) dec. Jamie Grebosky
(Lehigh) 17=—8 W — Rufiedoe (La—
favette) won by M. Sieve Greenly (Lock
Haven); Johmon (Wikes) dec. Rob Alber!
iClarton) ld=1. 177 — Beichner (Clarion)
dec. Trov Japp (Clerion) 19—4; Glbbie
(Bloomaburg) dec. Mark Correll (Wilkes!
T=4 W — Johmon (Penn State) won Dy
M. Pele Creamer (Wikps) Black (Lock
Haven) gec. Brian Kesneck (Clarion) W—
? Hwt. — Ribovich (unalt) won by

Joe Wade (Bloormsburg); Otson (Clarion) ©

gec. Michasl Whalen (Weslevan) 10—1
Cormolahon Quarterfinals

1 — Price (Rider) won by . Kep
Whitesell (Lock Haven), Nellis (Pitf) dec
Randy Richargs (Clarion) 9—0. W —
Pacher {unalt) won by M. Scolt Websier
(Penn State); Fry (Bloomsburg) dec. John
Hnath (Pit1) 10=4 1M — Hadpe (unatt)
pinned George DeAypghiting (Lock Haven)
342, Fritz (Blioormburgh dec. John Wilkcox

(Oswepo) 13—1 IM — Yales (Lehigh)
dec. Ken Nellis (Clarion) 10—& Enzien
(Boston U,) dec. Colin CoMfey (Riger) §~1
150 — Poner. (Lock Haven) won by
defaull Greg Skuichts (Moravien) 322
Mummall (Lock Haven) gec. Sieve Ro—
mesburg (Rider) 12—=5 158 — Paymw
iunatt) dec. Mark Troutman (Wilkes) 7
1. Grebosky (Lehigh) dec. Sean Kave—
naugh (Wim. & Mary) W—d W &
Rutiedoe (Lafavette) won bDv M. John
Martucel  (Lafayetie), Johmson (Wilkes)
dec. Jim Muligan (Wikes) 7=5 1T —
Jegpl (Clarion) pinned Bob Thomas (Penn
Siate) 502, Corredl (Wikes) dec. Dave -
Michasl (Blioomaburg) 12—-4 M —
Creamer (Wilkes) dec. Ty Hall (Lock
Haven) B8=5; Biack (Lock Haven) dec.
Tony Gattl (Clarion) 14=2 Hwt —RIibbo—
vich (umail) pinned Dave Green (Rider)
1’58, Whalen' [(Wesleyan) pinned Dave
Koolovitz (Boston U) 306

Second round

Comolahon,

l!l — Randy Richards (Clarion Siate)
pinned Darren Barbaccd (Franklin &
Marshall) 155 Kye Nellls (PiH) won by
forfell over Bob Heller (Unatt), Mike
Price (Rider) won by forfel! over Earl
Envper (Drake). ° i

% — Woody Fry (Bicomsburg) dec
Damian Butier (Lehigh), 8=3 Mike
Packer (Unatt.) dec. Rich Esswein (PN,
§=3. Scoff Webster (Pemn State) oec
Glenn Waller (Bloomsburg), 8—4 John
Hnath (Pift) won by forfel! over Dicky
Howell (Unail.).

1M — Joe Hadge (LSU—Unall) dec.
Frank Stillo (Old Dominion), 21=5: John
Wikcox (Oswego State) dec. Doug Billig
{Wilkes ). 6—-4; Nelson
Fritz(Bioomsburg)dec. Mike Price (Le—
high), 11=5, George DeAugustino {Lock—
I-Iﬁln" 1} deC. Troy Dagel (Bioomsburg),

2 — Colin CoMey (Rider) pinned Chris
Maars (Lehigh), 139; Ken Nellis (Clarion
H!'H‘.Il dec. Willlam Deegan (Lehigh), 9—6;
Brian Yates (Lehigh) dec. Gary Bolin
t_FtH]. F=46 Mike Enzien (Boston Univer—
sity) oec. Greg Dilie (Pitt),18—5

150 — Wade Polter (Lock Haven) dec.
Glen Ammon (Clarion State), 9=7: Leo
Mummall (Lock Haven) won by forfell
over Ken Russell (NYAC); Greg Skutches
(Moravian) won by forfell over Dave
Togpas (Unatt); Steve Romesburg (Rider)
oec. John Placek (Virginia), é—1

158 — JeH Payne (Unatl) won by
forfeit over Chuck Murry (North Carolina
State); Jemie Grebosku (Lehigh) pinned
Faul Wiegariner (Penn State), 5:46; Mark
e g ey BB S LB,

J, : Kavanagh |Wi-—

lam & Mary) dec Brian Callahan (Lock
Haven), 8=3

167 — M Muligan (Wilkes) dec. Greg
Wykofl (Lock Haven), 2—0; John Rufiedge
(Lafavetiel! won by iniury oOefaull over
Kerry Ratrievi (Lehigh), 551; Jm Johnson
(Wikes) pinned John Butts (Mansfield
State), 330 John Martucct (Lafavette)
won by forfell over Frank Oime
(Mamfield State). g

177 — Mark Correll (Wilkes) dec. Jan
Johmon (Penn State), 7=1; Dave Michael
(Bloomsburg) dec. John Saimon (Rider),
17=13; Trov Jaggl (Clarion State) won by
fortei! over






