Crown 2 Individual Champs

Colonels Come Up Roses

BY PHIL GIANFICARO

Citizeny Veosce Srghl

With each passing match during Thurs-
day's finals of the 50th annual Wilkes Col-
lege Open Wrestling Tournament, Colonel
Head Coach John Reese clenched his teeth
a little tighter.

You see, Reese’s Colonels had been in
this position before; a chance to win the
grappling-gala, commonly referred to as
the “Rose Bowl of Wrestling."" Each of
those times the host school has fallen just
short. Second-place trophies abound; six if
you're counting.

Nary a blue ribbon to be found. The top
prize was never left behind on South
Franklin Street. Fifty Wilkes College
Opens. Fifty losses for the Colonels. Over
the last half-century the Colonels Llook
more tumbles than Roxanne Pulitzer.

Until last night.

Colonels ended 50 years of frustration by
grabbing the Open's team championship.
It proved fitting the Colonels turn the trick
on the golden anniversary of both the tour-
nament and the school.

Making the evening that much sweeter
were the individual championships won by
Colonels’ Lenny Nelson at 142 pounds and
Mark Popple at 150 pounds, the second con-
secutive for Popple, the former Coughlin
wrestler,

Wilkes edged Clarion State for the team
title, 73-67'%, dislodging last year's Open
winner, New York Athletic Club.

Yes, the spoils are slated for the blue and
gold trophy case. No, it wasn't easy.

(See COLONELS, page 53) Lenny Nelson Rides Atop Steve Hunte

=
(= =4
ol
0
-
=1
o ]
€3]
(|
="
-
2
e
=
£
-
(« 9
&)
= =
=
=
= ]
o
=
-
=
>
=
H
2
-
77
e
€3
e
=
2



armdrag.com
Mat Note
Colonels Come Up Roses. Wilkes-Barre Citizens' Voice, December 31, 1982.


(Continued from page 4€)

go...hopefully not down

Colonels C/afm F/rst-ever Open Title

“It's been 30 years lor me
and 3 years {or Lhe school,”
said Reese with a smile. “It's
a real nice [eeling knowing we
won it on the anniversaries of
the college and the tourney. It
was a great, greal effort.

“] got kinda nervous when
we lost the [irst two matches.
But Lenny won and gave us a
great win."”

A Wilkes victory or a
(larion State loss would have
given the title to the Colonels.
But Clarion picked up a win in
the 118 pound opening match
of the evening as Jamie
Kasser decisioned Todd Cum-
mings of Bloomsburg State,
186, to draw Clarion closer.
Colonels had the opportunity
to do it in the 126 pound match
but Kris Rowlette dropped a %
? decision to nemesis Rich
Santoro of Lehigh. Santoro
had defeated Rowletle during
last season and in this year's
season opener, §-5.

Al 134 pounds, which Reese
called the “key match of the
night” before the start of the
linal round, Wilkes' Kurt
Rowlette lost a tough criterion
decision in overtime to Mark
Ciccarello, the lournament's
“Outstanding Wrestler,” of,
that's right, Clarion.

Two more Colonels o

Wilkes Open Wrestling Results

Lenny Nelson was up next at
M2 pounds. His foe® Sieve
Hunte of Army, a former two-
lime Big Ten champion at
lowa and a national titleist o
boot.

The senior Nelson, who
didn't wrestle during the firsl
semester because of academic
ineligibility, grabbed the ball-
peen hammer and nailed down
the title for Wilkes via a 7.3
decision. The victory is the se-
cond Open title in three
seasons for Nelson.

“A friend of mine, Rich
Delgado of the New York
Athletic Club, wrestled
(Hunte) and beat him bad,"
Nelson said. *‘He told me all |
had to do was wrestle my nor-

mal style and 1 would beat
him.

“Plus 1 knew It came down
to me. 1 didn’t want to put all
the pressure on Mark (Pop
ple)."”

Fopple concurred. He could
have done without the added
pressure

“1didn't want to get in there
knowing the whole thing rode
on my winning," said the na-
tionally (sixth) ranked Pop-
ple. “I'm just glad Lenny won
it for him and the team
There's enough pressure out
there just trying to concen-

FINALS
I = Jamig Kasser (Clarion) dec. Todd Commings (Bloom |, 1h-4
i1 — Rich Santer (Lehegh) ec. Kris Rowlete (Wilkes), § ]
13 — Mart Ciccarviio (Clarion) dec Kort! Rowtette, overtime criterian
47 = Lonny Netson (Wilkes) dec. Steve Hoate ( Army ), 71
W= Mark Popple (Wiliies) dec. Wen Malory (NYAC) 51 owertime
= Roy Lobdall |Lebegh) dec. Kei'h DeGraaf (Sippery &ock]. 1311
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trale on your match. Knowing
you have o win or the team
doesn't..."

Popple defeated Ken
Mallory of the NYAC, 52 in
overtime

Other locals who placed
were Gary Siegel, former
Crestwood wrestier now al
Syracuse who wrestled unat

Mark Popple Tries 1o Roverse Kon &

tached. Siegel defeated Wade
Polter ol Lock Haven in the
consolation [inals, 74, for

third place at 150 pounds
Kevin Stanley of Wilkes

forfeited to Kyle Nellis of Pitt-
sburgh to gain fourth place al

118 pounds as did Rocky
Bonomo (unattached-

Bloomsburg St. ) to Woody Fry
of Bloomsburg State at 126
pounds. Wilkes Jim Johnson
placed fourth in the 167 pound
class via a 63 loss to John
Rutledge of Lafayette Colonel
Pete Creamer also placed
fourth, losing 10-4 to E.d Black
of Lock Haven at 190 pounds
Lehigh's Jelf Turner, 177

pound champion, won the in-
dividual high point wrestler's

award,  totaling 18 points
Todd Ribovich (unatt-Lock

Haven), who look third place,
was recipient of the Gor

riarian Trophy, emblematic of
the greatest number of {alls in

- leas! total time
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Wilkes Open Wrestling Results

FINALS
118~ Jamie Kasser (Clarion) dec. Todd Cummings (Bloom), 18-4.
126 — Rich Santoro (Lehigh) dec. Kris Rowlette (Wilkes), 51
I3 — Mark Ciccarello (Clarion) dec. Kurt Rowlette, overtime criterion.
41— Lenny Nelson (Wilkes) dec. Steve Hunte (Army), 73
150 — Mark Popple (Wilkes) dec. Ken Mallory INYAC), 5-2 overtime
'51— Roy Lobdell (Lehigh) dec. Keith DeGraaf (Slippery Rock), 1312
18/ = Jim Resily (Lehigh) dec. Doug Buchwalter (Lock Haven), 18-
177 = Jeti Turner (Lehigh) won by default over Doug Dix (William & Mary)
190 — John McFadden (Bloom) dec. John Connoliy (N.C. State) 4.4
Hw' — Lou DiSeratino INYAC) dec. Rick Peterson (Lock Haven), 11-4

CONSOLATION FINALS
18— Kyle Nellis (Pitt) forfei? win over Kevin Staniey (Wilkes)
124 — Woady Fry (Bloom) forfeit win over Rocky Bonome (Unatt-Bigom |
134 — Joe Hadge (unatt-LSU) dec. Nelson Fritz (Bloom) 114
142 — Darrell Leshie (RIT) dec. Brian Yates (Lehigh) 7.3
130 — Gary Siegel (unatt-Syracuse) dec. Wade Potter (Lock Maven) 74
13— Nate Carter (Clarion) dec. Jeli Payne (unat) 6-2
147 — John Rutiedge (Lafayette) dec. Jim Johnson (Wilkes) &
177~ Tom Gibble (Bloom) dec. Jim Beichner (Clarion) 4.3
190 — Ed Black (Lock Haven) dec. Pete Creamer (Wilkes) 104
Hw! = Todd Ribovich (unatt-Lock Haven) pinned Curt Olson (Clarion) 5:30.

STANDINGS
Wilkes 73; Clarion State 67'3; Bloomsburg 57; Lock Haven 363; Lafayette 143 Wes!
Point WC 12'; Penn State 12; Pittsburgh 11'5; Rider 10%; RIT 91;; Montciair State 3y,
virginia 2

SEMI FINALS

118 — Todd Cummings (Bloomsburg) dec, Kevin Stanley (Wilkes) 10.3; Jamie
Kasser (Clarion) dec. Mark Sodano (Wilkes) 10.7. ‘

126 — Kris Rowlette (Wilkes) dec. Rocky Bonomo (Un AM) &0: Rich Santero
(Lehigh) dec. Rick Bonome (Un Atf) 17.2,

14 — Mark Ciccarello (Clarion) dec. Charles Winchock (Rutgers) 14-8; Kurt
Rowlette (Wilkes) dec. Nick King (Yaie-Un Al) 64,

142 Lenny Nelson (Wilkes) dec. Darrel! Lestie [RIT) 7-6; Steve Hunte (Army) dec.
Rich Barron (Clarion) 124,

150 — Mark (Wilkes) dec. Gary Siege! (Syracuse-Un Att) 5-3; Ken Mallory

(NYAC) dec. Milten {Tenn.-Un Att) 195, .
158 — Roy Lobdell ( n Att) won by injury-default over Nate Carter (Clarion)
§:50; Keith DeGraal ( Rock) dec. Kirk Teat (Latayefte) 20-2.

167 — Doug Buchwaller (Lock Haven) dec. Rob Albert (Clarion) &3; Jim Reilly
(Lehigh) won by default over Steve Greenly (Lock Haven) 3:55.
[ - 1!:ii:nlmiml.lv.nmmlnc..limml.cmm1+r.'1mru-n1 94; JeHt Turner
Lehigh) om Gibble (Bloomsburg) &:50.

190 — John Connolly (N.C. State) dec. Brian Kesneck (Clarion) 8-§; John McFadden
(Bloomsburg) dec. Joel Johnson { Penn State) 12.5.
_ HWT — Rick Peterson (Lock Maven) dec. Joe Wade (Bloomsburg) §-6. Lou
DiSerafino (NYAC) dec. Kurt Olson (Clarion) 25-9.

CONSOLATION SEMI FINALS

i18—Kyle Nellis (Pitt) dec. Mark Sodano (Wilkes) 10-7; Kevin Stanley (Wilkes) dec
Mike Price (Rider) 8-5.

126—~Rocky Bonomo (Un AM) dec. Mike Packer (Un Am) 31; Woody Fry
{Bloomsbyrg) won by ferfeif over Rick Bonomo (Un Att).

134—Nelson Fritz (Bloomsburg) dec, Nick King (Yale Un At) 12-6; Joe Madge (Un
&) won by forfeit over Charles Winchock (Rulgers).

H21—Mike Enzien (Botton U) dec. Darreli Lesiie (RIT) 7.3; Brian Yates (Lehigh) dec
Rich Barron (Clarion) 114,

150—Gary Siegel (Syracuse Un AM) dec. Leonard Mummall (Lock Haven) 3-1; Wade
Patter (Lock Haven) won by forfeit over Millon Thompson (Tenn. UnAf).

158—Jeti Payne (Un AM) dec. Kirk Teat (Lafayefte) 13-2; Nate Carler (Clarion) oec.
Jamie Grebosky (Lehigh) 17-8. ,

167—John Rulledge (Lafayette) won by lerfeit over Steve Greenly (Lotk Haven); Jim
Johnson (Wilkes) dec. Rob Albert (Clarion) 14.1. ‘ =3
“1M7=Jim Beichner (Clarion) dec. Troy Jagg: (Clarion) 154; Tom Gibbie
(Bloomsburg) dec. Mark Correll (Wilkes) 74.

190—Pete Creamer (Wilkes) won by forfeit over Joei Johnson (Penn State); Ed Black
{Lock haven) dec. Brian Kesneck (Clarion) 149,

Heavy Weigh!—Todd Ribovich (Un Aft) won by forfeti over Joe Wade (Bloomsburg):
Curt Olson (Clarion) dec. Michae! Whalen (Wesleyan) 10-1.





