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a: With each passing match during Thurs­
~ day's finals of the 50th annual Wilkes Col­
(3 lege Open Wrestling Tournament, Colonel 
:.: Head Coach John Reese clenched his teeth 
~ a little tighter . 
~ You see, Reese's Colonels had been In 
~ this position before; a chance to win the 
0 grappling-gala, commonly referred to as 
:> the "Rose Bowl of Wrestling." Each of 
~ those times the host school has fallen just 
r.:1 short. Second-place trophies abound; six If 
~ you'recountlng. 
u Nary a blue ribbon to be found. The top 

prize was never left behind on South 
Franklln Street. Fifty Wilkes College 
Opens. Fifty losses for the Colonels. Over 
the last half-eentury the Colonels took 
more tumbles than Roxanne Pulitzer. 

Until last night. 
Colonels ended 50 years of frustration by 

grabbing the Open's team championship. 
It proved fitting the Colonels tum the trick 
on the golden anniversary of both the tour· 
nament and the school. 

Making the evening that much sweeter 
were the Individual championsblps won by 
Colonels' Lenny Nelson at 142 pounds and 
Mark Popple at 150 pounds, the second con­
secutive for Popple, the former Coughlin 
wrestler. 

Wilkes edged Clarion State for the team 
title, m7'k, dislodging last year's Open 
winner, New York Athletic Club. 

Yes, the spoils are slated for the blue llld 
gold trophy case. No, it wasn't easy. 

!See COLONELS, page 531 
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CootinUed from paRe~~ go •. .hopetully not dollll 
•·It s been II years lor me Lenny Nelson ns up llf'xtat 

IJid so )em for lhe school ," 1-12 pounds lhs !Of' • lt'\"e 
gx~ R~ '4tth a snule "It's Hunte of Army, a ronr.t'r ~~~ 
a real ruce feel In& knowing we lime Big Ten champ1on at 
woo1t on the anniversaries or Iowa and a oallonal l!lleiSt to 
tbe college and the tourney. It boot. 
was a great, put effort. The senior Nelson. who 

"I got klnda nt!rvous when didn't wrestle during the llrst 
.. -e lost the first two matches. semester because of academic 
But Lenny won and gave us a Ineligibility, grabbed the ball· 
great win " peen hammer and nailed down 

A W1lkes victory or a the title for Wilkes via a 7·3 
Carion State loa would have decision. The victory Is the ae­
glven the tJUe to the Colonels COIId Open lltle In three 
But Clarloo plcbd up a will ill IIU!OIIS for Nelson. 
tbe ua pound ~ matdl "A friend of mine, Rich 
o1 the eveoln&. as Jamie Delgado of the New York 
Ka•r dedsioDed Todd CIJm. Atbletic Club, wrestled 
miniS of BIGomlbur& State, IHuntel and beat blm bad," 
tl'. to draw Clarion closer. Nelson said. "He told me au 1 
Colonels had the opportunity bad to do was wrestle my nor· 
to do It In the 126 pound match mal style and I would beat 
but Krls Rowlette dropped a • blm. 
2 decision to nt!mesls Rlc:b "Plus I knew It came down 
Santoro of Lehigh. Santoro to me. I didn't want to put aU 
bad defeated Rowlette during the pressure on Mark CPop­
last season and In this year's plel." 
season opener, 8-5 Popple coocurred. He could 

At 134 pounds, which Reese have done w1thout the added 
called the " key match of the pressure. 
oigbt" before the start of the "1 didn't want to get 1n there 
flnal round, Wilkes' Kurt knO\VUlg the whole thing rode 
Rowlette lost a tough c:rtterton on my winning." said the na· 
decision In overtime to Mark Uonally lsixthl ranked Pop­
Ciccarello, the tournament's pie. "I'm just glad Lenny won 
"OUtstanding Wmller," of, It lor him and the team. 
that's right, Clarion. There's enough pressure out 

Two more Colonels to there just trying to concen· 

Wilkes Open Wrestling Results 

Mn Popple Tries to ReveBe Ken Mllllil 

"' w 

Irate on your match. Knowing tached. Siegel defeated Wade Bloomsburg St l to Woody Fry pound champion. won the In· 
you have to win or the team Potter of l..ock Haven In the or Bloomsburg State at l26 dlvtdual high point wrestler's 
doesn't..." consolation llnals. 7-4, for pounds. Wilkes Jim Johnson award, totaling 18 points. 

Popple defeated Ken third plate at 150 pounds placed fourth In the 167 pound Todd Rlbovlch cunalt·Lock 
MaUory of the NY AC, 5-2 In Kevin Stanley or Wilkes class via a ~3 loss to John 
overtune. . Rutledge or Lafayette Colonel ~avenl, who took third plate, 

Other locals who placed forfeited to Kyle Nellis of Pitt· Pete Creamer also placed was rectp1ent of the Gor 
'A"ere Gary Siegel, former &burgh to gain fourth place at rourtb, losing JH to Ed Black rtarian Trophy, emblematic or 
Crestwood \ll'e:SUer now at 118 pounds as did Rocky or Lock Havenat 190 pounds the greatest number oflalls 1n 
Syracuse "bo wrestled unat· Bonomo luoattad!ed- Lehigh's Jelf Turner. 177· least total time. 



Wilkes Open Wrestling Results 
FINALS 

Ill- Jimtt Kmtr !Clarion I dec. Todd Cummtllts (Bloom), 11-'. 
126- Rich SintorO llel\19"1 dec. Kns RowltNt (Wilkes), 9-1 
134- M1r1t Ciccartllo (CiarMM) dec Kurt Rowltne, overttme crtltrion. 
142- ltnny NtiSOII (Wilkes) dec. Sten Hunte (Army), 7·3 
ISO- Mirtc Popple (Wilkes) dec. Ken ~llory (NYAC). S·2 O'ferttme 
HI-Roy Lobdell (lehtth) dec. Keith DeGrnf (Slippery Rock}, 13·12 
167- Jtm Reilly (lehigh) dec. Doug Buchwalter (lock Haven!. 18·3 
177- Jeff Turner (lehigh) won by default over Doug Otlt !Wt lliam & Mary) 
190- John McFidden (Bloom> dec John Connolly (N.C Slatel 6·4 
H11 1- lou DiSerahno INYAC) dec. Rick Peterson !l ock Haven), 11·6 

CONSOLATION FINALS 
m- Kyle Ntlhs IPttt) forf.:it "''"over Kevin Stanley (Wilkes) 
126- Woody Fry !Bloom) forfeit « in over Rockt Bonomo (Unatt-81oom) 
134- Joe Hidlt tunaN-LSUI de,. Nelson Frifl (Bloom) 116 
142- Darrell leshe (RtTl dec. Brian Yates (lehigh) 7·3 
lSO- Gary Sltttl (unaN-SyruuseJ dec. Wade Poner (lock Haven) 7~ 
1st- Nate Carter ICI,ton) dec. Jell Payne (una H) 6·2 
U7-John Rulleage (lafayeHe) dec. Jim Johnson (Wtlkesl 6·l 
171- Tom Gibble (I loom) dec. Jim Betchntr !Cia non) 4·3 
190-Ed llack (Lock Haven) dec. Pete Creamer (Wilkes) 10-4 
Hwt- Todd Ribovich lunaM·LOCk Haven) pinned Curt Olson (Ciu ton) S· 30. 

STANDINGS 
Wtl kes 73; Cf1non St1te 67'. 2: Bloomsburg 57, Lock Haven 361~; Lafayette J4l, · West 
Potnt WC !212; Ptnn State 12. PIHsburth 11'1; Rider 101•; RIT • ·, · Monlclatr State l~. 
Vtrg1n1a 2 

SEMI FINALS 
Il l - Todd Cummings !Bloomsburg) dec. Kevin Stinley (Wtlkes) 10-J; Jam•e 

Kmer !Clarion) dec. Mlrk Sod.lno I Wilkes) 1~7 
126 - Krls Roo•leNe (Wilkes) dec. Rocky Bonomo (Un Att l 6-0; Rich Santoro 

!Lehigh) dec. Rick Bonomo run AHI 17·2. 
134 - Mlrk Ciccarello (CI~rionl dec. Charles Wlnchock !Rutgers> 14-8. Kurt 

Rowlette (Wilkes) dec. Nick King (Yai•Un A ttl 6-4. 
1~2-Lenny NtiSOtl (Wilkes) dec. Darrell Les••e IRITI7·6, Steve Hunte (Army) dec. 

Rich Barron (Clarion) 12-4. 
ISO- Mlrk ,_,, (Wilkes> dec. Gary Stegtl (Syracuse-UnA ttl S-3; Ken Mallory 

(NYAC) dtc. Miltoti thompwn (Tenn.·Un A ttl 19·8. 
151- Roy l*lell lleftitlt·Un ANI won by tnjury-defaull over Nate Carter (Ciuton) 

6: SO; Keith DeGraaf !SIIpt»try Roctll dec. Kirtc Tnt (LitayeNel 20·L 
167 - Dotlt S.CIIwatter (lock Haven) dec. Rob Albert l(lariOIII ,_3; Jim Reilly 

lltlttl") WOII bydtfllttoverStneGretnlt (loct Havtft) l :SS 
177 - Dolt Dlx (WIIIilll & Miry) dec. Jtm ltic"ner !Cianonl t-6; Jeff Turner 

( l.elligfl I PIRRid T IIIII GibiMt ( lllonUIIIrg) 6; 51. • 
191- Jlllll C0111111ty (N.C. State) dec. Irian Kesneck (Ciuionl l-6; John McFadden 

lltoomsllurvl dec. Jotl Jollnson tPtM State) 12-S. 
HWT - Rick Peterson (Lock Haven) dec. Joe Wade !Bloomsburg! 1-6; Lou 

DiSeraftno (NYACI dec. Kurt Olson (Clarion) 2S-9. 

CONSOLATION SEMI FINALS 
111-Kyle Nellis !PIN) dec. Mark SoNno (Wilkes) 10·7: Kevin Stanley (Wilkes) dec 

Mokt Price !Rider) 1-S 
126-Rocky Bonomo !Un ANI dec. Mike Packer cun ANI J.l ; Woody Fry 

llloomsburt) won by ftrft1f over Rick Bonomo ( Un ANI. 
134-Nelson Fr1t1 !Bloomsburg) dec. Nick King !Yale Un Attll2·6; Joe Madge (Un 

4ttl Willi by forfeittwer Cllarles Winchock (Ruttft'S). 
142-Mike Enr•m llo!ton U! d~>t. Darrell Les:te IR ITl 1·3: Brtan Yat•s lletl:gh) dK 

Rrdt hrron (CiariOni 11-8. 
150--Giry S1tgtl (Syracuse Un Att} dec. Ltoflird Mum mill !Lock Haven) l-2; Wi de 

Potter (lock Haven) won by forfeit over Mtlton Thompson !Tenn. unA ttl 
lSI-Jeff Payne IUn Ant dec. Kirk Teat IL•fayettel 13·2 Nate Carter (Clarion) oec 

J~m1e Grebosky (Lehigfl) 17-8. 
167-John Rutledge (lafayette) won by forfeit over Steve Greenly !Lock Haven); Jtm 

Johnson (Wilkes) dec. Roll Albert (Clarion) 141. 
• 177- Jim Bttcllller (Ciuionl dec. Troy Jagg• (Ciarronl 19·4; Tom Gtbble 
!Bloomsburg) dec. Mirk Correll (Wilkesl 7-6. 

l9~Pete Crt~lfttr (Wtlkesl wcn by l~rfert o~tr Joel Jollnso11 (Penn Slate); Ed Black 
• lock haven) dec. Bnan KesnecJt (CI.monl 16 9. 

Heavy Weight-Todd Ribovrch !Un Attl won by fortetr over Joe Wade !Bloomsburg!: 
Curt Olson !Ciilrion) dec. ~tchul Whalen I Wesleyan) 10.1. 




