
Colleges court Ithaca's Iacovelli 
I By DAVE EIMCK 

ITHACA-Mark Iacovelli can 'I throw a football lMl y;~rds and 
can't pump in IO·of·IO 25·footer.; on the basketball t'tlurt 

But Uml doc-sn't mean the major <!Olle~es aren't cntcreslt'<l. 
On tht> t'Onlrary. the 126-pound Ithaca High seniOr may JUSt txo 
o1w or the most highlY·"'i!arded athMcs in the rountn. Not for 
Ius prowess un the field or court. but for his skill on the wn'S· 
tltr\1! mat 

It txogan early th1~ year. Some or thr nl:l)Or unllrl'l.illll>:> -
mcluding Oklahoma, Penn State and Mlssoun - madr some ur 

; the mitial t:ontacts and the UlQUirtes ha1en't l;topl)l'<i. lal\ll'el· 
h's l'OaCh, Orlando Tul'l'O. says he was getting nt lrast one call 
l'l\'1)' mghl. The rat<• has slowed somewhat now, :ll'l'tlrdmg tu 
Turco. but the rt'Cruiting offer.; un• art' clost' to 50 . 

.. Evelj' maJOr wrestling school m the t.'tlunm· hal' bet•n m 
touch." TUI'l'O said. "And I mt'an all or them. Mark IS the most 
outstandntg all·around wn-stlrr l \ -'l' t•wr t.'Oacht'<l . I bs rt'C\Ird 
1s fantastic." 

I Looku~g at tiM> numbers, It's not hard to St't' JIL~I 11hy lat'tf­
lrlh IS SO h~ghly thOIU.'hi·Of. 

In add1110n to bei~ a thrt'(HIIllereglonal champiOn. hr ha.~ 
tx-en a threc-tmw cmW1l·W1nnrr m bt1th (.'lass •\{\ schools and 
S<'Citon <I and a twu·llllle statr champ. Hr ha~ also topiJl'<i tht• 
rt'SI of the t.'Ompt•tilion in his weight cia:>:. Ill the National 
. Jumor Olympics a·nd was a runnerup in tiK• Nutwnal .Junior 
Federation Toumanwnt. llradi~ into his scniur campaij.'ll. hr 
has· an incredible 66-match "~nnm.: streak ~oiru.t and cames a 
SIJl'CI.acular lhrt.'C·)'t'ar 11'1.'\lrd Of 98·1·1. lie \\liS J0..0 IWO )'l'ill'S 

agn and 31Hllast year. · 
W1th hts 98 11Cltlrles, lal'\11 elh u; closing 111 on thr all·llme 

New York State l"l'rord of 121 tolul w1ns. set by .lt•ff Th~I.'IS of 
lluntmgton lhgh on l..nng Island lust yrar Thoma:.. mddrntal· 
1~·. was also n•sponsiblt< for I:Jt'tll'rlh ·s solt• hiSS. that t'Otmng 111 

h1s freshman ye:tr. • 
" llc'll break that rt'<:ord easily this y<•:tr ... smd Turco . .. , hs 

b~JU,'t'St pmblt•m will be getting Itt opponents. Last year. thl•l'l' 
w-as quite a bll ur running away fnnn hun and st.allml( JtL~t Stl 
ht> rouldn'l gt'l tht• pm I haw an 1dt>a opponents will bt• domg 
tilt> same thing thiS yt•ar 

"But II he doesn't wm b~ pins. tw w1ns by b1g dt'CI~IOIIII Tht• 
b~t thin,~t w~th Mark 1s tu~ dt'<IIC'JtJon 111 tht• sport. That, to­
~:ethcr With h1s Ot''<lbllily and baltllll't' on tiK• mat makt'S hun 
tht• tremrndou.~ \11'\.'Stler ht• ts. llr muws hkl' a tal ·· 

Turco IS ront,•rnt'<l about tht• prt-ssures racing hl<\l\'Cih till!> 

year. Turco and Mark's rathrr. Lawrenc•t• ( hm~df a rorn~t•r 
at.'l'illnplishl'<l wl'l'stlrr). are fit•ldlru.t n-u~t ur tht• nllh•~tt' t'lll· 
tacts In renk>l'l' some.• of that Prt'SS\II'e. 

"Ills rather and I arv Cl'rtamly not gon~ Ill tell hun "hat hiS 
actual tiloict' or a schtM1I l'hould be ... :;a~~ Turt'il. Wt•'n• JU~t 
tlj11lg to separate thr school' we'd thmk Mark w11l bt• mtcr· 
ested cn from lilt• Olll'S that hr pn1bably wouldn't So nght now . 
wt•'l'\' talung all the call'!. 

"Don't get me wrong. I'm nnt llj1ng tu run 11111 hCt• or any· 
thing. II JUSt ~Vl'S him a lot or problt'lllb If the l~llll'!!l' t'llaclll':. 
and rt'presentaiiVl'S t'\lflle to s.-e lilt' flnit We dun't wnnt ll lut 
uf unnt't.'t'Silalj' pressun• put on him. Itt• dtll~n'l nt>t.'<llhat. 

" lley. that'!! p;1rt ur my )Ob. If I can makt• lhlnw; t•aswr Cur 
hun. I'll do it. I JtL'II don't "ant to Sl'(' hun Upst>t I'm nut 
11)'1~ to play God I am ll)'ll\lo: to prott'\'1 tum. lit• · ~ an 
amateur and r!Wll now hr's tryn~J~ tu "1\'!;llt• lk dtll'SO 't nl"'ll 
thP llaslde ... 

lal'OWUi 58)'5 he has compll'll' l,lniJck'll<'t' tn Ius father and 
t'OOCh handh~u.t the c:~ILo;, pn>ft•nrJ¥ 111 l'()ll('t'nlrate nn h1:. wn'll· 
tllnx. Ht• hall alrt'ady l'lllited the ~bliliour1 C'clllliJWi 

" I' ll ha\'t! to makr a dl'C~Ion Stlmetllllt'. or l'OUI'!il'. but n.cht 
now I rt'ally dun't hl\'e any ldl'a," he said .. Thr b1g St'hOlll~. 
like Oklahoma and l'iltsburgh, ""n't nt't't':-.-.artl) sway Ilk'. 

• 

• 

• 

!\lark lacenW ... a wanted man · 

thm1gh. ~l;nnl) . I want to go to a gOlld school ;md be on a 
dL•t::ent want It doc•stl"t haH' to be onr of the bt':)t m thr nat•on 

.. Tht• blg)!l'r st·hools. too. c-reate an ;m rut lot uf mtrns1ty 1111 

tht'lr ll'<lllt- und rm not really luokmg fnr that I mean. tht•n··~ 
"411llt' pl:ll't'l> "ht•rr you haw tu 1mol\r youn.eU cornpll'lr ly 111 

llm>lhlll! and that':; 11 I want to cornpl'lt• and unprtll t' but nut 
,.., that 1t takt'S awa:. from the :.ehool t•nd of It .. 

l:ll'OH'IIl ':. mtt•rcsts an• m ru.buslllt':..' nla,)or and a national 
l'hanlplm\Shlp un tht' mat 1'urt" wt•nt onr "''P furlht•r. S<l~lf\1: 
lal'llWih 1:- an t'\('t•llent cand1datt' for a futurt' Olympw nK'<Ial 
laturrlll':- unl'lt'. Orlatldu. W<ll> tht• t<tlllt'h uf thr Canad1an h•am 
at tlw 19i6 Montrt'al 01~111Pil'lt 

.. As far as l'()tlt•J.:t' goes. I thmk tht•rt··~ thrt'(' tlung-, ~lark 1~ 
lcMtklllJ.: fur-a SU)X'r t'<!UcatUJII . a !ugh lt •~t•) ilf l\ IOlJlt'lltlllll and 
:u1 t'll' lrollll'nt he'll f('(')t,mlfurtablr 111 

"Tht• big 11\0Ut'llC\' Will bc what kt1KI Ctf t'<!Ul'illl!\11 ht• t•iln J,:l'l. 
though llr's tuld mr wht•n lw fumsht•:. 'l'ht•tl. ht• want:. to haw 
sumt'lhnl)!- not ju:.t Wt'l':)thng n•••n:tm':> .. 

Fur lu~ lw.t 1rar ru. a nll•mbt•r uf tht• Llttlt• lkd mat u•am Ia· • 
WI rlh L' :.tartmg m thl• 126-puund Wt'IJ.:ht ).,troup. but pl;m., to 
drop duw11 to 119 latt•r lit• :.a1d ht• hru. bl't•n 'Pl'lldtru.t ttllltt• a 
bit of t>r:ll'lll't' llllll' bt•lll'rlll).! hi'> Ublht~ IU j.(U both II.~~ 
( takmg an optxment from t•ttlwr tht• lt•ft nr nJ.:ht Mdt•) I h~ 
i\lrt•ath··t•normuus sutw:-.~ t'\lt•mh a trndttwn uf "~tluij: • 
l)ntWt'N> in tlw fam1b that ':. llrtKlUt\'<1 1:! ~>~>t'lltHml l'hnmp' 
T~\t ~u1n~'1'r brothrr:. . • 1\'ff. a )unwr. und l••rn·. a frt...,hnJ.m 
til'\' on tht• lth.K"J Wl't'Sthlij: tt•;unlt• t'\lt'nd thattradtllun 
Nu~ Mark 1s looking fuNard to tlllt' lllllrt' :.Ul't'\'-'ful ~l'<Ir 

\\llh tht• IJtllt• Rt'IJ "h1h• h1s l'llarh and Cather hall<lll' thr rt'· 
t'rolll'T" And Turt'il w1ll trll thl•m, a' Ill• tt·ll~ an~nm• .. 1\t• 
"tJt'ht'(l M' lt'ral Matt• dl3n11llon., bt•fon•. "''en m Cat't alunc 
"1th ~ M'C.'ll<Nlal t•ham~. but Mark ll> pmbabl~ till' fllll"t 
"rto:.llt•r l'w t'lt'r h:td i\ntl l't'riJinl) ttlll' Uf lhl' flllt'!ot l"ll' t'H'r 
'l't'll .. 

And tht• t'llliS kt'elll'tllllll~ 

• 
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