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NCCC, 19-0, to host 
Regionals this week I 

AL GRIMES, left, and Russ Koithan, right, were 
crowned Region III wrestling champions following 
their victories over the weekend in the •m»mament 

finals. Their coach, 
County Community College mat team, 
named coach of the year. 

By BOB LOWE 
NEWS Sports Editor 
Well, the completion of 

the nation's only un­
defeated season for a 
junior college basketball 
t eam, and the sub-
regional competition are 
behind the N i a g a r a 
C o u n t y C o m m u n i t y 
College Front ie rsmen 
today. 

Saturday night in the 
spacious Niagara Falls 
Convention Center — 
playing the preliminary 
to t h e N i a g a r a - S t . 
Bonaven tu re game— 
NCCC rebounded from an 
off-form first half to club 

e.«- w mt ** . . down Corning Com-
. E . ^_ K n U O t , ! a . o f t h * N , a « a r a munity 81-66. That vic-

organized offense takes in the second half. Barry nationally ranked team, 
over. It's like the old Wright, who commands but i t ' s t rue.Sunday 
blitzkrieg...a devastating the defensive backboard maybe a 100"regulars" 
attack, a knockout punch with his blocking and were in appearance, 
and the game goes on rebounding, picked up 22 Tickets for the tour 
with the opposi t ion points and Chick Lyles nament, either at $2 a 
knowing —and knowh.3 added another 21. session or $5 for the entire 

was 

Grimes, Koithan, Knuutila 
win Region III wrestling 

By DEONE DRAKE 
NEWS Correspondent 

What can a junior 
college wrestling team 
expect in a 16-squad 
tournament when several 
grapplers are injured, 
and its final record was a 
•diamal"9-9? 

Well, for Niagara 
C o u n t y C o m m u n i t y 
College, just a surprising 
fifth place finish, sevgn 
p l a c e w i n n e r s . t\#o 
regional champs, and 
Coach of the Year laurels 
for its mentor. Eric 
Knuutila. 

"The reason they 
picked me as the Cach of 
the Year," commented 
Knuutila, "is because 
they knew our schedule 
Out of the nine losses we 
had. seven came to teams 
which were at one time or 
another ranked in the top 
15 among junior colleges 
in the nation " 

Knuutila wasn't too 
optimistic before the bus 
left Friday for the 1978 
Region III Tournament at 
C o r n i n g C o m m u n i t y 
College. However, he was 
pleased when he got 
home on Sunday. '"We 
had an ou t s t and ing 
vear ." 

two bouts, Tom won three 
and lost two, including a 
16-2 p o u n d i n g over 
Morrisville's Larry Colin. 

AL GRIMES, 150: 1978 
Region III Champ ... Al 
was seeded third. Ahead 
of him were Monroe's Al 
Barber and Bruce Myers 
of Alfred. Earlier in the 
season, "Max" had lost to 
both grapplers through 
bad mistakes of his own.l 

This time. Grimes was 
ready. In the opening 
round he pinned Mohawk 
Valley's Joe Dare in 6:41. 
Advancing to the semi­
finals. Al put away 
B a r b e r with a 12-6 
decision. He then beat 
Myers in the finals 4-1, to 
take the title. 

Knuutila commented. 
"Al knew he wouldn't be 
ever dominated by the 
two ( Barber and Myers). 
We had confidence. He 
dominated both mat­
ches." 

T E R R Y VACANTI, 
158: ' Finished fourth. 
I n j u r e d s i n c e t h e 
Jamestown match nearly 
a month ago. Vacant! bit 
his lip and steruggled 
through four matches 
before defaulting in the 
bout deciding third and 
foruth places. 

Draying a bye and 
forfeit, Vacanti really 
won only one match while 
losing one before the final 
match. That was a 10-2 
decision over Coming's 

H e r e ' s how NCCC Joe Barody in the opening 
finished in each weight round. "He was hurt 
class: eve rv m a t c h , " said 

JOHN DeLORENZO, K n u u t i l a . "But his 
118: Finished fifth ... courage made a dif­

f e r ence be tween us 
finishing fifth and sixth 
team-wise." 

people apart ." viewed pinned in 4:28. Due to the 
Knuutila. i didn't think lack of competition, Dave 
hod place, yet here he met R O V Decker of Delhi 

Al Grimes and Russ 
Koithan proved to be the 
finest NCCC Had to offer, 
wrapping up first place 
trophies against very 
tough opponents. 

winds up being the 
Champ. I knew he had the 
determination to beat 
anyone." 

koithan. en route to the 
t i t l e , o p e n e d w i th 
destroying Delhi's Scott 
Oak ley . 20-9. While 
Oakley was seeded No. 1 
for the Regional, Koithan 
wasn't seeded. 

In the semi-finals, Russ 
pinned Ed Kennedy of 
Morrisville in 6:52. His 
opponent finished second 
in the Regionals last 
vear. behind John Billard 
olCobleskill. 

He then advanced into 
the finals against John 
Billard, and won 5-4. He 
won it on riding time, yet 
a mental error almost 
cost him the champion­
ship in the late going. As 
Knuutila sees it, "Russ 
was so determined, there 
was no way he was going 
to lose against Billard." 

E D LAWRENCE, 177: 
Finished fourth. After a 5-
2 loss to Monroe ' s 
Lamont Banks on Friday, 
Kd won two straight 
bouts Saturday morning 
to a d v a n c e to face 
Morrisville's Walt Osier. 
He lost 9-2. 

in his final match on 

also tory enab led Coach 
Danny Bazzani's cagers 
to close out the 1977-78 
regular season with a 
perfect 18-0 record. 

The Frontiersmen are 
eighth-ranked nationally 
and the lone unbeaten 
club in the country. The 
opportunity to improve 
upon that reputation will 
come early in March — 
p r o v i d i n g t h e y can 
emerge victorious during 
the annual Region III 

Saturday, the second for piay0"ffe this week at 
NCCC. 

They took the first step 
Dave in the tournament 
He defaulted because of 
pain in his already-
injured shoulder. 

Team-wise. Alfred won 
the honors with 92'-4 
points, six-plus points 
ahead of 

in the right direction 
S u n d a y a f t e r n o o n , 
bombarding outclassed 
Herkimer Community 
104-72 for their 40th 

. . . . . . a s u r Pnsmg c o n s e c u t i v e h o m e c o u r t 

Morrisville. Monroe was 
third. Delhi, ranked No. 1 
in Region HI, finished 
foruth. Monroe had seven 
wrestlers in the semi­
finals: six of them lost. 
Alfred had five in the 
semis: four won. 

Mike F u l l e r , t h e 
REgion III champ at 118, 
was the Oournament's 
Outstanding Wrestler. 
Knuutila said, "Not 
taking anything away 
from Mike. But in my 
estimation, Russ Koithan 
should have been picked 
Outstanding Wrestler. 
E v e r y o n e e x p e c t e d 
Fuller to win his weight 
class. Russ wasn't even 
seeded." 

Besides finishing a 
pleasing fifth, Knuutila 
was happy about two 
records set by his team. 
He makes it known that 
he is determined only to 
p o i n t t o w a rd I h e 
Regionals. and his logic 

T R Y B U S K I - proved true. It was the 
first time ever NCCC has 
had two Region III 
Champs at one time, and 
it marked the initial time 
they have had as many as 
seven place winners. 

Final Standings 

triumph. 
The game was in the 

con t rovers ia l Region 
I l l ' s s u b - r e g i o n a l s 
whereby 16 teams get 
together to determine the 
eight who will go on to 
r e g i o n a l p l a y . The 
stronger teams don't care 
for the sub-regionals, 
since an upset in that one-
game setup will knock 
them right out of the 
regionals. 

But, Bazzani's charges 
made sure there would be 
no upset forthcoming. 

H e r k i m e r l e a r n e d 
something that all 19 
former opponents lear­
ned the hard way: That 
NCCC possesses the 
abili ty to del iver a 
knockout punch at any 
moment. The opposition 
m a y be lu l led into 
thinking it has a chance. 

that NCCC knows that the 
opposition knows— it's all 
over but a determination 
of the final margin and 
the final score. 

NCCC swished 45 of 74 
shots from the field, in­
cluding a wild 71 percent 

Sabres tie 
Pittsburgh 

The brothers Pronovost 
are fit to be tied. 

And after Buffalo 
Sabres coach Marcel 
Pronovost and Pittsburgh 
Penguins winger Jean 
Pronovost saw their clubs 
tie for the fifth straight 
t ime this season, it 
wouldn't be surprising if 
someone changes the 
age-old saying to "a tie is 
l i k e k i s s i n g y o u r 
brother." 

Marcel was having 
more fits than his brother 
Sundav night. 

The Sabres held a 4-2 
lead over the Penguins 
with 6:29 to go in the 
game, but Jean scored 
his second goal of the 
night with 5:18 left and 
John Flesch hit the mark 
on a deflection two 
minutes later to lift 
Pittsburgh to a 4-4 NHL 
tie. 

Hawks tag 
Braves five 

ATLANTA (UPI) -
Atlanta Hawks Coach 
Hubie Brown didn't sound 
l ike a p a r t i c u l a r l y 
jubiliant victor. 

"I think today's win 
goes back to the old cliche 
a win is a win,'" Brown 

said after the Hawks 
downed the Buffalo 
Braves 119-117 Sunday. 
"Our play was excellent 
at times, and then we 
would play a few minutes 
of dumb ball." 

Randy Smith helped 
Buffalo come within two 
points, 89-87, going into 
the fourth quarter and 

Saturday night, against tournament are available 
C o r n i n g , t he F ron -and one can't beat the 
t i e r s m e n s u f f e r e d prices -for what's of-
through their poorest fered. 
first-half effort, making The NCCC athletic-
only eight of 29 shots from office and friends have 
the field. been working hard to 

"I can't understand raise an estimated $8000 
what happened to them that will be needed to 
out there," Bazzani said, send the team to the 
" T h e y c o u l d n ' t do nationals, providing it 
anything right." g e t s t h r o u g h t h e 

The second half was the r eg iona l s unsca thed , 
old story for NCCC, F u n d s a r e n e e d e d 
however, as the club shot because the trip is not 
61 percent and had no financially supported bv 
dif f icul ty in, tak ingei ther the region or the 
command or pulling school, 
away. It wasn't exactly ^ 0 ; ^ 
artistic, but it was ef- GFT 
fective, especially after « * " • ' g 2 

, , ' . « : . ; K i < - h a i ' ( l s o n 

those first 20 minutes. i.Vks 
Now it 's on to the w"«hl 

regionals and NCCC Is * ^ , 
host for the first time vxw* 
ever. It all starts Thur-1*£? 
sday afternoon, with a Totals 
d o u b l e h e a d e r , t h e n 
another in the evening. 
The semi-finals are set 
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111 rj a: 
for Friday night and the 
finals a night later. 

There is still optimism 
at NCCC that the fans will 
come out and support the 
t eam and the tour­
nament. Fan support — 
including faculty and 
adminis t ra t ion— has 
b e e n c o n s p i c i o u s l y 
missing all season long. 
That's hard to believe 
with an undefeat 
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V C C 

After a decision opening 
day against Monroe's 
Larry Alebrandi, 7-5, 
John lost to Mike Fuller 
of Alfred. Fuller, third in 
the Nationals last year, 
ended up by being the 
champion at 118. John 
then lost to Herkimer's 
John Donahue, 5-3, and a 
forfeit in the consolation 
round gave him a fifth 
place finish. 

KIRK ALEXANDER, 
126: Finished sixth ... the 
former Lockport star 
posted a 3-3 record in 
securing the last, place 
position. He lost to Art 
Killings of Monroe, 6-2, in 
the last bout. 

STEVE MYERS, 134: 
Myers opened with a 
hearbraking 4-2 loss in 
overtime against Jim 
Gumbell, who went into 
the finals. He bounced 
back with a 14-0 whipping 
over Coming ' s Mike 
Jones, who he had beaten 
last week by a similar 
score of 12-1. His fate 
c a m e a g a i n s t Jeff 
B a l d e n s b e r g e r , who 
decisloned Steve, 9-3. 
Steve was one of three 
Frontiersmen who did not 
place. 

TOM GENCO, 142: 
Finished sixth ... "that 
weight class was un-
b e l i e v a b l e , " s a i d 
Knuutila. "It was by far 
the toughest weight class 
in the tournament. Of the 
12 kids in 142, nine had the 
capability of being the 
Region III champ Dave 
Stulpin (Monroe), last 
year 's Region III champ, 
beat Tom 9-0 to finish 
f i f t h , s h o w i n g t h e 
toughness of the class. 
Benco had earlier lost to 
Dave 5-0. In between the 

RUSS KOITHAN, 167: 
1978 Region III Cham­
pion. "He was ripping 

J I M 
EWICZ, 190: Didn ' t 
place. J im opened with a 
loss to Delhi 's Bob 
Phillips, 16-6, and then 
proceeded to pin Erie's 
Carl Leonard. The time 
was 4:53. > In his final 
match, he lost to Cor-
ning's Bill Anderson, 7-4. 

DAVE SOKOLOFSKY, 
h e a v y w e i g h t : Didn ' t 
place. Like he had done 
twice before this year, 
Dave opened with a loss 
to Alfred's Jim Burns, 

then comes the explosion k e p t his team alive until 
as blistering speed, a full- ^n e e n ( j 
court zone press, a solid S m i t n a l s o s c o r e d 15 of 
man-to-man defense and n i s :}1 p o i n t s i n the last 
a free-wheeling but well- quarter 

£*t^£fi kimer 
1114 

22 

Join the people who've 
joined the Army 

A lot of young men and women have discovered a good place 
to invest their time. The Army. What they've found here, they 
may not have been able to get anywhere else. 

Some came to learn a skill. With training in hundreds of dif­
ferent jobs to choose from. Some came for the chance to work 
in Europe, Korea, Alaska, Panama, Hawaii, or almost anywhere 
in the US.A 

Some came to meet a unique personal challenge. Like the res­
ponsibility of doing a good job at an early age. Some came to 
get a start on their college education. With the Army paying up 
to 75% of their tuition and fees for approved courses. 

And some came to do something positive for their country. 
Which is a pretty good reason in itself. 

CALL ARMY OPPORTUNITIES 
TONAWANDA 693-5337 
SNYDER 8391766 
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cNiagara County Savings Bank, 
announces 

A SPECIAL 
from the 

SPECIAUSTS 
ami BRING IN T H I S C O U P O N A N D SAVE 

BANKING HOURS 
at the PAYNE AVE.OFFICE 

Mon. \ 
thro [9-30am-5pm 

Thurs.) 
Fri. 9-30am-7pm 

Serf. 9-30am-12-30pm 
Same Hours tor Drive-Up Window 

10.00 *5.00 
on any purchase including 
brakes over $50.00. 

• Lifetime muffler warranty — 
American cars* 

• Lifetime warranty - shock absorbers* 
• Tail pipe and exhaust / ^ 

pipe service f W l T H t C " 
• Brake and front end service \ H H M / V 3 

*lf Aiwtbmv e v e r tfn"> w n n g mv% r c p b r i - iwr 
n o Life1 

on any purchase including 
brakes up to $50.00. 

Foreign car specialists 
Custom pipe bending 

• 30-minute muffler service 
(maybe less) 

• No charge for muffler installation 
• MacPherson Struts 

1 
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• i 

• • i 
A n t r r r a n r a r rwif f l r rs ,md Lrfrtniard, SuptTifliarri 
and Sprintnwrd s l*» ks frtt- fcirmImii;m n « i i i w n 

Mrtrtr. 

Effective MON.FEB. 27 

943 PAYNE AVENUE, NORTH T0NAWAND, 
694-7611 

COUPON EXPIRES 3/31/78 
Valid at tine of pun-hast- only. 

| 

armdrag.com
Mat Note
Grimes, Koithan, Knuutila win Region III wrestling. Tonawanda NEWS, February 27, 1978.




