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Bar ra brothers spark S ncerport to tournament title 
BJ John Smallwood 
Staff writ« 

Sometimes it's hard to teU wheth­
er Spencerport wrestling brothers 
Jason and Joe Barbera expend more 
energy when they're actually wres­
tling or cheering each other on. 

But while the identical twins, who 
have been wrestling together since 
the third grade, admit it can some­
times be grueling to watch the other 
wrestle, each knows how to take 
care of business when it's his turn to 
hit the mat. 

Last night, both Barberas im­
proved their season records to 11-0 
by winning championships at the 
Teike/Bemabi Tournament at 
Spencerport. 

"It's harder for me watching Joe," 
said Jason Barbera, who won at 112 
pounds. "You want him to win eo 
badly. It feels like half of me is out 
there wrestling." 

Jason, however, does have one 
advantage over Joe. He wrestles at a 
lower weight class, eo he gets to 
wrestle before having to sweat it out 
while watching his brother perform 
at 119 pounds. 

"Sometimes it's hard to prepare 
for my match because I want to 
watch (Jason)," said Joe, whoee ca-

reer record is 93-14. "But I get eo 
pumped up watching him, and that 
helps me in my match." 

The Barberas were just part of a 
big night for Spencerport wrest.Ji.ng. 

The h08t Rangers, fourth in the 
fiJ'St New York State Sportswriters 
Association ratings, won champion­
ships in four weight classes and beat 
third-ranked and defending cham­
pion Johnson City (Section 4) for 
the team title, 178lh -157lh. 

"Our main goal for this tourna­
ment is to bring the best competi­
tion into the gym," said coach Bill 
Jacoutot. "Our next goal is to beat 
that competition. This tournament 
has a lot of prestige. I don't think 
I'm wrong in saying that it's the 
m08t prestigoua Christmas tourna­
ment in New York." 

Seven past winners of the Teike­
/Bemabi Tournament went on to be 
ranked No. 1 in the state. The 1986 
champion- Cleveland St. Edwards 
- fmi.shed ranked No.1 in the 
country. This year, Athens and 
Sayre came in from Pennsylvania to 
compete. 

"To say I'm happy about winning 
is an understatement," Jacoutot 
said. "Our kids performed very 
well." 

Steve Hovey got Spencerport 
started by winning at 98 pounds. 

Then, Jason Barbera, who won at 
98 pounds as a sophomore and 105 
as a junior, took his third weight 
claaa title by beating Jeff Reese of 
Elmira Southside, 5-3. 

Reese is ranked eighth at 112 
pounds in New York Wrutling 
News' early-season top 10. Barbera, 
who is unranked, broke a 2-2 score 
in the third period with a two-point 
takedown. 

"I beat him last year at 105," said 
Barbera (76-18). "It's special to win 
this tournament because it's in front 
of the home crowd." 

Top-ranked SirreU Gissendanner 
gave Spencerport ita fourth champi­
onship by beating Stan Morley of 
Athens, 8-3, at 167 pounds. 

The Rangen' Sean Dabolt fm­
ished second at 250 pounds to Matt 
Noldy of Sayre. 

Also from Section 5, McQuaid's 
John Pemaaelli won at 177 pounds, 
and David Jarrett of Gates-Chili 
beat Sayre's Greg Garrity, ll-5. 

Athens' Sean Bradley (126 
pounds) was named outstanding 
wrestler for the tournament. a 

Spencerport's Joe Barbera maneuvers against gri­
macing John Alexander of Johnson City In a 119-
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pound match won by Barbera Joe's identical tw1n. 
Jason. also won h1s match at 112 pounds. 
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