Could Be Best Ever Mat Tourney In Area *

300 Wrestlers, 25 Schools

By CHUCK POLLOCK
Times Herald Sports Writer
It might just be the best high

school wrestling tournament
ever staged in the Southern
Tier.

That's what many are calling
tne -Tbl annual Invitational
Wrestling Tournament co-
sponsored by the Olean Area
Jaycees and the OHS mat
booster club.

The event is set for Friday
night and ail day Saturday at St.
Bonaventure’s Reilly Center
and win feature 25 schools and
over 30) wrestlers.

Continuous action on eight
mats will begin Friday night at
5:30 p.m. and will resume
Saturday morning at 10:30 with
the finals that evening.

Tournament director is
Salamanca football coach
George Whitcher. the former
Warrior wrestling mentor who
established one of the area's top
tourneys with an event called
the “Salamanca Invitational."

“This tournament at Reilly
Center is actually an offshoot of
the Salamanca." said Whitcher,
in the midst of final prepara-
tions for this weekend's event.
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Tonight's Meets
we sviHeat Pontvirie
FrewsOurg a‘ Franklinville
Naples a* A™-ec-Al—ops

Wednesday's Meets
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WRESTLING

Tonight's Matches
Youngsv :eat R dgway
St. Marys Public at Sucktail
johnsonburg at St. Marys Elk
Port Allegany at Coudersporf
Southwestern at Freaonia
Sherman at Cassadaga Valley
Panama at Maple Grove

Wednesday's Matches
Cattaraugus at Wellsville
Randolph at Faulkner
Qiean High at Elsenhower
Aiden at Pioneer
Portville at Allegany
FimoreatCuba
St. Marys at Olean Walsh
Selmonf at Soiiva’

Steelers Favored

RENO. Nev. (UPI) - The
Pittsburgh Steelers are 10-point
favorites to successfully defend
their Super Bowl championship
against Los .Angeles. Harrah’s
oddsmakers said Mondav.

“We had actually outgrown
our facilities." he noted of the
nine-year event. ""We averaged

. 16 teams and had as many as 19

schools and we had gotten so we
couldn't handle either the
number of fans or wrestlers."

Whitcher continued. ""The
idea for this tournament goes
back to Mike Foster, (former
Olean High wrestling coach)
who. when we saw us out-
growing our event, asked about
the possibility of a larger site.
He wondered if he could find a
public service group to co-
sponsor the tournament, and
could get access to Reilly
Center, if 1 would handle the'
operation ... and I said 1’d be
mglad to."

What has made Whitcher’s
job easier is the assistance of
the Jaycees. Their parricipa-
tion has freed him from the
routine chores to concern
himself with the more complex
matters of running the event.

"There are so many little
things." he related. “Just the
idea of coming up with eight
mats and the equipment needed
to run eight matches at one

time. The Jaycees are taking a
van and rounding those things
up. It’s a lot different than at
Salamanca when | used to have
to. send out the janitors with a
station wagon to get mats and
equipment.”

FOR WHITCHER, one big
headache this tourney has
avoided is the seemingly
perpetual problem of seedings.

There aren't any.

"All of the wrestlers are in a
blind draw. Way back in
December. | put all 25 schools
names in a hat and just drew
them at random and placed
them on the bracket.as they
came up. Awrestler won’t know
who he faces until he signs up
and his name is put after that of
his school in whatever weight
class he enters.

""Obviously, two top wrestlers
could meet very early in the
competition. But. since we’ve
instituted a format of 'wrestle-
backs’. even if a good wrestler
loses early, he can wrestle his
way back and finish third."

In a ‘’wrestle-back”, a
wrestler who loses stavs alive in

the competition until he loses a
second time, or until the
wrestler who beat him loses.

Whitcher is particularly pro-
ud of the quality of competition
that includes unbeaten
powerhouses like Olean.
Pioneer and Salamanca, which
won a 16-school tournament at
Geneseo this past weekend.

Other out-of-area challengers
include Athens. Churchville-
Chili and Sweet Home.

Wrestle-backs will start fairly
early Friday night, since a
wrestler who went all the way in
that bracket could wrestle’ as
many as seven times and can
only compete in four matches in
asingle day.

*T’m actually finding.”
smiled Whitcher. “that with an
open favility like Reilly Center,
with all this help, that 10 of-
ficials. eight mats. 25teams and
300 wrestlers is actually easier
to organize than the 16-team
tourneys at Salamanca."

Later this week, Whitcher
will have a list of the undefeated
and once-beaten wrestlers plus
the accomplishments of some of
the top teams.
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