Youth, injuries; main factors in Grapplers’ dismal

by Tom Nash

Youth and mjuries were the prime reasons why
the Oswego State wrestling team finished the
season with a 4-9-1 record.

“Injuries completely decimated our team.™
savs Coach Jim Howard. It was a common oc-
currence for the Lakers to have seven freshmen
in the lineup at once. Here's a look at the 1986-87
Laker grapplers by weight class:

11K Ibs.

Brian Darling (Jordan). a freshman. was onc
of the most consistent Laker wrestlers. He had
4 super vear. His 16-10-1 record was second best
on the team.

He finished fourth in the State University of
New York Athletic Conference. which was good
enough for him to qualify for the National Col-
legiate Athletic Association tournament as a wild
card.

“'Brian is extremely coachable. He has terrific
desirc. and he’ll have a great carcer here.” says
Coach Howard.

126 Ibs.

Todd Tuccio (Jamestown) filled in for the in-
jured Scott Scherhaufer (Binghamton). Later.
Tuccio was hurt in the SUNYAC tournament.
““Tuccio 1s young and I expect him to come
aJong.”" says the coach. Both are freshmen.

134 The.

Todd Pagha (Unadilla) was another one of the
Laker's injured matmen. He was seeded fourth
in the SUNYAC tournament and finished fourth
Pagha will return next year as a more expenenced
Jumor

142 Tbs.

Enc D' Arcy Manburg). a sophomore . finished
sixth in the SUNYAC tournamem. D Arcv
““needs 10 get tronger.”” according to Howard.

150 Jb-.

Pat Luba (Amstyville). a sophomore. finished
fifth m the SUNYAC wurnament. **If Pat builds
some power over the summer. he™Hl be fine.™
savs Howard.

i5K Tbs.

John Richardson (Ambersti. a freshman.
finished the regular season at 7-5-1. Because of
an muurs . he couldn’t wrestde i the SUNYAC
towrmament. ~“Johrn easdy could have placed

the tournamemnt.”” savs 2 deyocted Homard

167 Iix
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Scott Brinlev (Liverpool). also a freshman.
finished sixth in the SUNYACs. *"He's come a
long way. He'll be fine with a little seasoning .
savs Howard.

177 lbs.

John Conti (Endicott) wrestled most of the vear
with an injury. “*Conti also needs to get into a
weight-lifting program.” adds Howard.

190 Ibs. e

Brenden Rogers (Pleasantville) is only a
sophomore and the Lakers can look for his im-
proved production next vear.

Heavyweight

Sophomore John Buhner (Earlville) was the
team's best wrestler. He finished the regular
season with an outstanding 22-& record. “"He just
had a fantastic vear. The SUNYAC heavyweights
arc outstanding. and he Il have a great chance of
placing at the NCAAs.™" savs Howard.

Howard and the Lakers will have to be patient
and wait for these “"kids ™™ to develop. **We aleo
had a really good recruiting years.”
Howarg.

Next year Buhner. Darling and the rest of the
Lakers can look for marked improvement. **We
had an extremely voung team. Next vear we’ll
be better. | guarantee ."" states Howard.

Buhner wins
All-American

Jonathon Buhner became O«wepo State s 2314
wrestling Ail-Amencan a the Nationdl Collegiae
Athletsc Association Divison [11 wrestling cham-
pronships March 6 and 7 at the SUNY Univerj-
ty of Buffalo.

The sophomore heavyvweight was alse dhsen
2 1987 NTAA Divisson I Coaches A SsOCiaton
Academic All-American. to become Oswepn’s
fird m this caegor:

Reguirements for the Academic All-America,
bonor mcleded a 3.2 mammum camulatrve grad-
average and ietiers of recommendation from his
deparntment chair. coach and athletc director

Bubmer. who 15 studvang sechn dogy education
@ Oswege. has heen on ot of the collepe s
acaderac honor rolls. the Dean”s Last and Press-
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At the NCAA<. Buhner s fird match was a
S 2lfaﬂo~ufomth-wcdkrd1knﬂdua'8ﬁ-
fourth-piace All-Amencan.. He then defcaed

Giln of Lvoormng College (Pern-
svivanias 7.2 jog 5 comroversaal 4-2 decraon
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of St Lawrence Univercny . aad N

falo’s Sutherland 4.1 1o avemee
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