Syracuse favored In
Oswego this week

From Joumal staff reports

In the past three years, the Comell
University wrestling team has won
two New York State Intercollegiate
Wrestling championships, but second-
vear u'-:u:h Rob Koll figures his team
will be hard pressed to repeat after
winning the 1994 ntle.

The meet will be held this week-
end at Oswego State,

“It will be awfully hard with the
team that Syracuse has this year,”
Koll said. “At full strength, Syracuse
has & tremendous team. SU will be
tough 1o beat.”

¢ Orangemen were one of the
favorites a year ago at Rochester
Institute of Technology when Comell
won the tournament with 158 points.
Syracuse was second with 147.5 and
Army was third with 107,

The Big Red had seven wrestlers
in the finals last year with two champi-
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ons. Comell didn't have a wrestler fin-
ish below fifth place.

The 1994-95 team is different —
John Bove (118), Davd Hirsch (126),
Glenn Walter (142), Mike Klingle-
smith (150/158) and Bruce Morgan
(Hwt.) have all graduated and Joel
Torretti (150) decided not 10 wrestle
this season.

Among the Big Red's top hopefuls
is senior Mike Yancosky, who won the
| M-pound crown in 1994 — his first
Vear as a starter.

“It would be a disappointment if
he didn’t win again,” Koll said.

A year ago, Yancosky won by
default over Columbia's Todd
Gilmore to win the New York title,
He pinned Kings Point’s John Bellissi-
mo in 1:38 after receiving a first-round
bye, then posted an 8-5 decision over
Joel Ferrera of Cortland State.

Here's a weight-by-weight look at
Coach Koll's projected lineup for this
weekend:

* 118 — Sophomore Dennis Kitko,
who joined the Big Red in January,
enters the tournament with a 4-2
mark, ranked fourth in the EIWA

* 126 — Sophomore Carl Keske s
6-1 in his first year as a starter, He has
defeated two former All-Amernicans
already (Bloomsburg's Pete Rinella
and Brad Rozanski) and is ranked
fifth in the EIWA,

e 1M — Yancosky, ranked second
in the EIWA, sports a Y-3 record this
season and i1s 6118 in his Cornell
career.

* 142 — Sophomore Brent Cho-
quette has posted a 4-4 mark in his
first scason as a starter and is Y-8 in
his Cornell career,

* 150 — Sophomore Jeff New s
also in his first year as a starter and
enters the weekend with a 4-3 mark,
including two pins.

“If we are to repeat as champions,
we must get top five performances
from Jeff New and Brent Choquette,”
Koll said.

* |58 — Senior Jeremy Manney
seems to have recovered from injuries

that kept him out all of 1993-94,

He 15 4-2 so far this vear and is 19-
16 at Cornell. A 1993 New York state
champ, Manney 1s ranked fifth in the

* 167 = Senior Trip Rodgers
enters the New York championships
with a 6-5 record, leading the Big Red
with three pins, Rodgers, ranked sixth
in the EIWA. is 24-30 in his Big Red
career,

* 177 — Sophomore Carlos Eason
may not have a spectacular record (4-
5), but has wrestled well and lost two
narrow decisions to top 10 wrestlers
last week at the Virginia Duals

“1 expect Carlos to be in the
finals,” Koll said

* 190 — Semior Shane Cass, who
placed second a year ago, 1s 8-4 on the
season and has posted a 31-17 slate in
s Cormell career,

Cass, ranked fifth in the EIWA,
has been inconsistent and will most
likely have to beat Columbia’s Nick
Szerlip, whom he lost to 6-5 in the
1994 finals, if he is to become a New
York state champ.

Defendmg champ Cornell called underdog at state wrestling

* Hwt. — Sophomore Casey Lamb
has been wrestling very well lately, but
this figures to be the most difficult
weight class with Jason Gleasman of
Svracuse, Bill Sjolinder of Army and
Joey Yanis of Hofstra in the mix

Lamb has recorded a 5-5 record in
his first year with the Big Red afier
transfernng from Boise State

L

Ithaca College, fourth last week-
end at the Division 1T National Dual
Meet championship at Lycoming, Pa.,
will try to bounce back at the New
York state meel

Eight men will be inducted into
the New Yorks State Intercollegate
Wrestling Championships Hall of
Fame including former Cornell star

Mike Markowich, Pat Welch and

Giene Nightman and former Ithaca
College star Bart Marrow,

* Markowich was a 158-pound
champion in 1982, 1983 and 1984, He
was a third team All Amenican,

* Welch was a 150-pound champi-
on from |983-85 and was the meet's
outstanding wrestler in 1985, He had
a 72-12 career mark

* Wrightman was the 1981 New
York state champ and had a 72-18-1
mark and since 1984 has been Cort-
land State’s head coach. He was the
1990 New York state coach of the
vear and has coached 22 All-Ameri-
cans and two NCAA champs.

* Marrow was the 134-pound
champ from 1983-85 and was the
meet’s outstanding wrestler in 1983
and 1984,
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Mat Note
Defending champ Cornell called underdog at state wrestling. The Ithaca Journal, January 20, 1995.




