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® The fifth seed from Irondequoit
edges ER’s Shane Sallerson in final.

BY STAFF WRITER
BOB CHAVEZ

Henry Rubright was nervous
because he wasn’t nervous.

“Before all my other matches,
I get so uptight but for this
match, I was worried because I
was so loose,” the Irondequoit
wrestler explained. “I didn't
know 1if I was cocky or confi-
dent.”

It hardly matters now, because
Rubright can just call himself a
champion. As in Monroe County
champion.

The junior used a third-period
escape to notch a 3-2 decision
over East Rochester’s Shane
Sallerson to win the 130-pound

title last night at Webster High
School.

Rubright was one of 15 young
men to claim a County champi-
onship last night. Some were
new, some were familiar names.
Either way, Rubright's ascent
from the No. § seed to the top
was a wild ride.

He won four matches to get to
there, including a semifinal up-
set of Spencerport's Mike
Brongo, the top seed.

“Now I can just relax,” he said.
“I didn’t think I would get this
far. I didn't see myself here at the
beginning of the season.”

Now, Rubright will be among
those targeted wrestlers as the
season heads toward the mid-
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Rubright wins 130-pound county title

February sectional champi-
onships. Also among the tar-
geted will be Pittsford’s Troy
Forte, who won his third County
title with a spirit-filled 3-2 deci-
sion over Jason Chase of Rush-
Henrietta at 125 pounds.

“I've wrestled with him since
peewees,” said Forte, sporting a
pair of black eyes as testament to
how physical competition this
season has been for him. “I knew
1t was going to be a tough one.”

Rush-Henrietta's Dan Chase
joins Forte as a three-time
County champ after a methodi-
cal 7-0 decision over
Spencerport’s Don Zimmerman
at 152 pounds. Chase considered
a change of style to throw his op-
ponent off, but elected to keep
his offensive style.

“He's a very good technical
wrestler and is coached really

well,” said Chase.

Rush-Henrietta's Matt
Champion can certainly call
himself just that after he battled
through a nagging shoulder in-
jury and a tight calf muscle to
roll past Hilton's John Hennekey,
10-3, for his first County title.

“ was confident,” said
Champion, who raised his
record this season to 25-6. “I
started slow (this season) but
the past couple of tournaments,
I've looked pretty good.”

Champion said he beat
Hennekey in a close battle just
last weekend and was surprised
by last night's score.
Opportunites for takedowns
presented themselves, so he
took them.

“He's stronger than me, so
those takedowns really helped,”
he said.

There were four winners via
pin last night, but perhaps the
most impressive belonged to
Dan Glover of Gates Chili. The
senior took care of Fairport’s
Shawn Reiss in just 34 seconds
to win his second County title at
189 pounds.

“I've been working hard on my
pinning combinations,” said
Glover. “He just left it right there
and I shot for the cradle.”

Spencerport scored 229 points
to win its 10th straight team title.
The Rangers had six wrestlers in
the final and three won titles.
Jared Moreland at 119 pounds,
Mike Bourne at 140 and Steve
Stulpin at 145. 4

Team scores: 1. Spencerport 229,
2. Rush-Henrietta 162.5; 3. East Roch-
ester 130; 4. Hilton 126; 5. Pittstord
119; 5. Webster; 119; 7. Brockport
101.5; B. Fairport 96; 9. Greece Olym-

pia 91.5; 10. Greece Athena 90.5; 11.
Brighton 79; 12. Churchville-Chili 77;
13. Eastridge 75; 14. Irondequoit 59,
15. Penfield 46.5; 16. Batavia 36.5; 17.
Greece Arcadia 7.

Individuals, 96 pounds: Gregor Gil-
lespie (Web) pin Brett Woodward
(Spen), 2:49. 103: Mike Wood (Eastr)
dec. Blake Woodward (Spen), 8-2. 112:
J.P. Zengerle (Gates Chili) dec. Chris
Forte (Pitt), 8-1. 119: Jared Moreland
(Spen) maj. dec. Gene Kobylyanskiy
(Brigh), 11-2. 125: Troy Forte (Pitt) dec.
Jason Chase (R-H), 3-2. 130: Henry
Rubright (Iron) dec. Shane Sallerson
(ER, 3-2.) 135: Nick Romeo (Hil) dec
Mark Mancari (R-H), 5-2. 140: Mike
Bourne (Spen) dec. Nick Pagano
(Athena), 6-2. 145: Steve Stulpin
(Spen) dec. Dave Giuliano (Brigh), 10-
5. 152: Dan Chase (R-H) dec. Don
Zimmerman (Spen), 7-0. 160: Matt
Champion (R-H) dec. John Hennekey
(Hilton), 10-3. 171: Mike Lynn (Pitt) dec.
Joe Fingler (Fair), 3-1. 189: Dan Glover
(Gates) pin. Shawn Reiss (Fair), :34.
215: Jon Leavy (Pen) pin. Mike Mal-
iszesky (R-H), 2:34. 275: Colin Martin
(C-C) pin. Kublai Duhart (R-H), 3:30
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Rubright wins 130-pound title. Rochester Democrat and Chronicle, Sunday, January 29, 2001. Reproduced by armdrag.com with permission.
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® The Irondequoit junior is seeded fifth
entering the 130-pound final.

BY STAFF WRITER
BOB CHAVEZ

Henry Rubright was aware of
the past.

Now, he has set the stage for
the future.

The Irondequoit junior
wrestler turned the 130-pound
weight class on its ear as the No.
5 seed at the Monroe County
Championships yesterday, using
a last-second reversal to beat
top-seeded Mike Brongo of
Spencerport, 2-1, in the semfinal
round at Webster High School.

The victory puts Rubright into
the 130-pound final against East
Rochester's Shane Sallerson, but
it does more than that. It sets up

a nice little rivalry between
Rubright and Brongo, two
wrestlers who are no strangers
to each other.

“I beat him at the (junior var-
sity) Counties two years ago,”
said Rubright. “I knew going in
(yesterday) that I had a chance
and I think I had the edge at that.
He was my goal the whole year.”

Brongo took a 1-0 lead into the
third period and was successful
in holding down Rubright for
much of the period. Rubright’s
confidence on his feet, however,
matched Brongo's shooting
strength and Rubright said he
just kept his distance, waiting for
the moment to strike as Brongo
was warned for stalling.

HIGH SCHOOL REPORT

Rubright upsets Brongo in semifinals

“I think I made him nervous,”
sald Rubright. “I just kept him
off my legs.”

With about 10 seconds left,
Rubright scored a reversal to
take the lead and then held on
for dear life.

“I knew that was it,” he said.
“There was no way he was going
to get out.”

Irondequoit coach Mike
Leiner's keen eye watched,
kngwing Rubright’s tendency to
wait,

“His main philosophy is to
wrestle his match,” the coach
said.

“By keeping his distance, he
was allowed to set the pace.”

Leiner did admit, however,
that Rubright didn't leave much
time to make his move.

“There’s 15 seconds left and
the clock was on the mat, so you

gotta go,” said Leiner. “And he
went.” It was the first varsity
matchup for Rubright and
Brongo, but it very likely is not
the last.

Also last night, a pair of
wrestlers were eyeing a third
County title. Pittsford’s Troy
Forte, wrestling in the 125-pound
final last night, won the 119-
pound title last year and the 96-
pound title in 1998,

Rush-Henrietta's Dan Chase,
wrestling last night at 152
pounds, won the 160-pound ti-
tle last year and the 145-pound ti-
tle in 1998,

Including Forte and Chase,
three more wrestlers were de-
fending titles. Pittsford's Chris
Forte, at 112 pounds last night,
won the 96-pound last year,
Rush-Henrietta's Jason Chase is
defending his 125-pound title

National poll

Natonal Wresting Coaches Associabon/TheMat-
com high school wrestling poll. First-place points in
parentheses. Through matches of Sunday, Jan 21

1. Blair Academy, Blairstown N.J (11)i323

2 St Edward, Lakewood, Ohio 303
3. Calvary Chapel, Santa Ana. Calif 287
4 Broken Armow, Okla 273
4 Easion, Pa 238
6. Bakersheld, Cabf 255
7. Lews Central, Council Bluffs, lowa 253
B. Grundy, Va 233
9. El Reno, Okla 216
10. Northamplon, Pa 190
10. Providence Catholic, New Lenox, |l 190
12. Perry, Okla 177
13. lowa City, lowa 167
14. Paulsboro, N.J 141
15. Wasatch, Heber City, Utah 110

16. Archbishop Moeller, Cincinnati, Ohio 108
17 Apple Valley, Minn . a7
18. Wisconsin Hamds, Wis i
19. Poway, Calif . - 79
20. Newberg, Ore 75
21. State College, Pa : 65
22 Lake Stevens Wash 50
23 Great Bndge, S Chesapeake, Va 45
24. Clovis, Caht 34
25. Nazareth, Pa 2

Others receiving votes: St. Francis DeSales, Co-
lumbus, Ohio 28, Box Elder, Brigham City, Utah 27,
Platte County, Mo. 19; Skyview, Billings, Mont. 15;
Absegami, Absecon, N.J. 12; Kempsville, Virginia
Beach, Va 12, Bald Eagle Area, Mill Hall, Pa. 10;
Channel, Bedford, Ohio B; Parkersburg South, Par-
kersburg, W. Va. 8; Mounl Carmel, Chicago, lll. 7;
cmtﬂm. N.Y. 7; Graham, St. Pans?nﬂhru 2
Canby Union. Mo. 1; St. Rita, Chicago, Il 1, West-
am Branch, Chesapeake, Va 1

against Troy Forte,

Gates Chili's Dan Glover is de-
fending his 189-pound crown.

Pittsford’'s Mike Lynn, who
won the 160-pound title in 1999
but was unable to defend last
year, is back in the champi-
onship round and wrestles
Fairport’s Joe Fingler for the 171-

pound title.

In team scoring, Spencerport
is well on its way to a 10th con-
secutive title, holding a 202-161.5
lead over second-place Rush-
Henrietta heading into the
championship round.

The Rangers have won 12 of
the last 13 County team titles. 4

—
— —
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Rubright upsets Brongo in semifinals. Rochester Democrat and Chronicle, Sunday, January 29, 2001. Reproduced by armdrag.com with permission.


WRESTLING

MONROE COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIPS

Team scoring: 1. rport 103; 2. Hilton 71;
3. East Rochester 675 3. Rush-Henrietta 675 5.
Pittstord 52.5; 5. 'ﬂlbﬂllﬂﬁ 7 Brnd-mﬂﬁw 8
Gates Chih 45, 9. Greece Athena 44, Brm
Olympia 44; 11. Fai 43, 12. Briwon 12,
Chruchville-Chili 40; 1 Irondequodt 40, 15,

37, 16. Penfieid 22. 17. Batavia 13; 18, Gmm

da 7
SEMIFINALS
96 pounds: G Gillespie (Webster) vs. Joe
+ianzanbach (Hilton), Vitale (C-C) vs. armwwu-
waru (Spencerport). 103: Mike Wood (Eastridge

Will Negron (lrondequolt), Travis Hm Broa?on
ul Blake Woodward (Spencerport). :lﬂ: &hﬂl um

(Pittsford) vs. Mike Terenzi
le (Gates) vs, Tim Sarmu‘ !EFI ll Jlfld Mori
tFm:l (8 nurpor;] 8 élndrrw K ln:t (Web); Colby
Isher (Brockport) vs. Gene Kuhg
128: Troy Forte (Pittslord) Myouuo i’i
:'ulm Pllum'r? (Hilton) vs. ,JumH Cm;um H). {I

ike Brongo ve. henry ron),
Tony Perrello (C-C) vs. Shane Sallerson (
Mike Mancar (R-H) vs. Chris Pillosi (Web): Jnulln
Raines (Spen) vs. Nick Romeo (Hilton). 140: Nick
Pagano (Athena) vs. Matt Palermo (Olympia); Flidt
S g Ry 19

ve Vs
Steve (Spencerport) vs. Matt Kremens {Lm-
S0 Dun Zeanemen (Rakevort e s T

mmerman Vs ™

{C ] 160: Pat Van (ER) vs. John Hennekey

‘Hilton); Matt Morris (Spencerport ]vl Matt Champ-
on (R-H). 171: hlllunynn n Mike Casser-
ino (Eastri (Fairport) vs. Ryan Arm.

strong ( rt] lllt Dlnﬂluw{muﬂ ve. Joe
Plrllrl (Athena), Doug Bech (Bri P«N{ vs. Shawn
Aeiss (Fairport). 218: Jon Leavy #ld)
Pareira (Athena), Chris Marciano ( :
Maliszezky (R-H). 278: Colin Martin (C-C)
Kneezel ter), Ben Flugel (Hilton) vs. H.ublm
Duhan (R-H)





