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Sports 
'Roots' of Medina's wrestling success 
Sibling rivalry 
aids win effort 

U) JOliN IIA KES 
.1 -R Staff Writer 

H,,, ing ~trong Roms '' a 'Jrtul' 1n lite 
Mc1.hna wrc,tli~ CoaLh Mlkl' Crall<.lall 
~.: cllalllly ucknuwkdgc ... that 

W11h tlw Ruot brothers - 'enio1 D,m 
snphonwn.· Kcvrn and c1ghth-grade1 Man 
thl' Must.mg ... ha\'c it" lir\t gtapplmr ui­
umvir,Jic..• ''nc..·c lliggin.., -;ihiJng., Dennis. 
I >.u ry I anJ Da\ 1d wrc.,tlcd for the Mu' 
t:.tng' Ill the late 1960s. CranJ;.~II grappled 
on Llh .. ' 'anw tl'i.l111 as the Higgin' bJUther ... 
Dan Rno\, 17. ha'> had nothing 'ho11 ul a 

gn:.1t yc<u . l ie..• ha' compiled a 25 6 rccurd 
~nJ \Hill toumey t1tle~ in thc 152 pound 
class at By10n Bergen. Lockport anti Ja.,t 
Satutd.l~ at the Ken-Ton Tournament 
Dan Root. who rcce1ved \\- e'tc.:rn Nl'w 

Ywk hontuahk mcn11on \tatuc., tht., year. 
1\ttll i-. not s;Hi-.ficd 
" I JU'>t \\-ant to go w ~t3tcs That''> my 

goal:· he "'"d "'JLhout hesitatmn on the 
'UhJCI.:I ol lht: New Yorl,. State Wre .... tlin);! 
< hatnpinn\hiP' the first wcd.cnd 111 
M:udt at Syt.ICU'c 
" He'll do .mythtng 11 take' lll v.m." ... aid 

"''l'itant l'tlacll Cra1g Gros~ " I k undcr­
' tund' \1. hat 11 l<~kc' to win and he', will· 
1ng to pay the pm:c He's ..,tubhmn. That 
hdp-. Ill \\.JCstling ' 
The 111'1 'tcp towards the -.tatcs oc~.:ur'i 

he1.: on '\aturd.l) a' Medina High School 
'ern:-. "' \he.. sllc of 1h1~ year'-; Niagaru­
< >•lean' Lt.·al_!ul' meet. Wc1gh-in1> hcgtn at 
7:10 a.m. wuh 1he grappling al.l1on to 
hegin at I 0. The finaJc., arc expected to 
hqpn hct \\-CCI\ " and 6 p.m 
Mctlin.1 dot:' ha\c ... orne unfint..,hctl hu.,l­

nc" "' .tltcnd lO on <iaturday The Mu .... 
t;mg tty to wrc,tlc the league title av.ay 
fr• 1 LlJ r 1} 
teanh .IlL () .() I · Ill the league The tcam 
thut plnu·, the highec.,t could wtn thl' N-0 
till~:. though Alh1nn still ha\ an out..,.dc 
shot at Wllllllng the champJOn'>hlp. 

The succes~ of Root brothers. Ke\ in, Matt and Dan, has put the Medina wrestling team in po~ition to \\in the Niagara­
Orleans Lea~u~ ch c.1mpions hip this \\ eekend. The brothers ba\e combined for 52 \\ins thh \\'inter and four wre~tling titles. 

(J-R Photo b} Dennis Stierer ). 

II the 5-2 Pw pk Eal!k~ win tumuml\v 
and neither 1hc r..1u,tang-. nor lhc Panther' 
fin..,h h1ghu than thtrd. Albwn wtn.., the 
N-0 title. 
Oro" lhC' Dan RllO\.' und) i ng w01 k 

cthiL a' an 1..':\t.unple to youngc1 "'rcstlcr' 
111 the program 
"He'" hy fat the hankst worker in the 

practkc room ... Gro'" '"id. 
Add~d Crandall ··11 I ~.; onld in,t•ll thi' 

cliHJ \\til~ t.:tl I~ I ihc..• } uul ( IIIlO 
everyone), I' U he 111\C OJ tht: llHI\t 'UU..:C<,S­

JuJ wrc\lling n>ach~-. in hi ... tory." 
The dtJe,t f{tHll 'iiiU he wanh to do all he 
can whill' he' s sttll wre,tltng bccaus~· hi' 

h10ther' are out to !)how him up 
"'I hut' c., what 1 think dm ec., u...... Dan 

Root ... ald "When I o;;t.tltcd I wanted to do 
hcttcr than what my dad did .. 
The trw·, father. R1d. Root. wrc-.tled for 
Medina at 119 pound-. CM.tll ' "'ctght 
class) from 1965-69 
"He wam-, to do herter than "'hat 1 do," 

'aid Dan Root. pomting In Kevin . "Ev­
t•rvont"' \\ant ... tn lllll· rln the qthcr one It 
JU'L 11lUIIV.tiCS U' " 
Kevin Root, who recently turned 16, ha!-> 

compikd an 18-9 record thl' year while 
captunng first-p lace at 140-pound-. in the 
Byron-Bergen Tournament HL abo lame 

in third in the Sv.cct Home Tournament 
ant.l fourth .tt 1 .oc\..port. 
"He ' already IUrning mto a great kad-

1.:1 " Gnh-. 'wd uf Kt:vin Root "l ie gets 
real ftrcd up. hut rn h" mmd hl. ·..,focused. 
You can 'iCI.' hmv hadly he w..tnt' to "'in -
he'll ehc you t.is all from wh....,tlc tu 
wh1sth: 
Ke\ 1n Root , ltkc Dan. ,ajd he Ill t v. ant" 

' 
1 f I I p< 1hl t h 

po,h..:~"' 111 tuu1 namcnh 
•· t want to gl!t to the 'itatl: 4uahtict." he 

'iald "Once you gel there. anything can 
happen · 
Mall Root " one of three eighth-graders 

on the ro-.tet. 
• 1 (.Jc.,t want to du a-. good as I can 111 

'ectinnab and hupdull> get to the .... wtc 
qualiher. ' ~aid the -.ofl-spokc..·n 1.1-)' C<H ­

old, who hao., l'omptlcd a IJ.l) rec01 d 
agamslolder compctllll>tl 

Mall Root '>l!ld he !101 into Wlcc.,tJin!_.! 
through hio;; brother-. and gut tn k.nov. his 
cnal.hC' well dunng a \lint a-. the tooth,11l 
tt:am·~ w • .tter boy. 

All three play foothall. ..,a;ith Dan and 
Kt\10 playing lacrm..,c 111 the '>pring. M .lll 
pl..ty'> basebaJI as a middle infielder. 
"Jfe ha~ the -.arne attitude fJ\ h" hrnth 

en ne\cr '>J) d1c nl.ver quit ." Gro" ,,uti 
of the youngc-.t Root " He ha'> J lung "'ay 
to go. but he ha ... thl! ... amc wor\.. etlm .111d 
he'll do well down the mad .. 
Gros" ... md Matt Rom ha.., .,uldten:J un 

through the o.,cac.,un wtth J 'houlder lnJUI) , 
rdu-;tng ume off Matt Ruot had a ht icf 
sunt ~ a ba\1-..etballer. but said he p1dc1s 
wrestlmg 
Dan Root aunhutc., mu~..h of his 'uc..u " 

and growth a~ a wn:-.tkt to Crandall and 
Gro.,s. 
"( Groso;; l tnes to he a c., good ao., he can, 

wor\..., hard and help' whenever he c.ln 
Mike Crandall (due<.;), too · Dan Root 
'iatd ''They both help you a lot and 
encourage you to -.ta) un the straight ant.l 
narro~ path." 

The three hoy.., ha\e hcen life-long 
Medma rc-.Jdcnt\ L1ke many brother\. the 
Roots admitted the)' ''fought a lot" anJ 
hroke a few hou!>ehol<.l appliance' 

Yet <;everal ~k trmt.,he~ later - D.tn 
Kevin and Mall found thcm.,el vc~; wm ~ 
tng together for a common goal tu Lon 
'\tantly 1mprnvc ac., ~rco;;tlcr .... 

''\Ve v..rcstle tn the \Uiruner and ltll 
wetghts." said Dan Rout of the trio' s oft 
'eac;on uaining ruutJnc "l stanctl lifting 
weight.., and thcv JU\l followed the c'C.am-

.. 
AlJ three have attended wresthng camp, 

at college'> ltkc Edinboro Umvcr"l~ 
(Pennsylvama) and the Universtty at Bul 
falo to conditton and wurt.. on tcchtllquc 
and o.,tyle 


