Knee surgery
cant pin down
Fairport senior

BY JAMES JOHNSON
STAFF WRITER

There is a small scar on Matt
Melrose's left knee.

It was more noticeable a year ago

. when Melrose had
it operated on to
correct  cartilage
damage.

T™e scar is fad-
ing now, just like
Melrose's memo-
& | ries from last win-
B ter.

One of 15
wrestlers from Sec-
tion V, the 171-pound Fairport se-
nior is competing in the New York
State Public High School Athletic
Association tournament in Syra-
cuse, one year after undergoing
knee surgery.

“Idon't have the best of luck with

injuries,” Melrose said. “It's kind of
goad to go through a season like this
without a major injury.

“I finally did it. I think most of
this will sink in after this weekend.
[ haven't had a chance to let the sea-
son sink in on me yet.”

Melrose has a 27-3 record after
beating Sodus’ Corey VanLare in
the finals of the SuperSectionals.

He also won the Section V Class
A and Hilton's Clayton Barmmard
tournaments this winter.

“He's a fantastic athlete,” Fair-
port coach Tim Habecker said. “Peo-
ple are starting to see he really can
wrestle. There's nothing holding
him back now.”

A year ago, Melrose was building
momentum for the 177 postseason
tournaments when he hurt his knee
during a dnll a week before the
Monroe County Championships.

He missed the county meet but
received medical clearance to wres-
tle in the sectionals a week later
since he had cartilage, not ligament
damage.

Melrose managed to reach the
Class A finals but was beaten by
Hilton's Mark Schermerhomn,

He had defeated Schermerhorn
in their three previous matches.

At the SuperSectionals, Melrose
was eliminated in the first round by
Wayland-Cohocton’s Geoff Mcln-
tosh, who will wrestle in the 189
state tournament this weekend.

“He would just start to get over it
and then it would lock up,” Habeck-
er said. “We had lost confidence at
that point.

“He was hurt. He knew it. We
knew it, so things kind of ended
there.”

Melrose underwent surgery a
week after his loss to McIntosh and

Melrose’s Place is on the mat

SHAWN DOWD saf photographer

Leg up Matt Melrose takes 90-10 career record into state meet.

Pure pain Melrose keeps “on }'0 ntiI 'uu break,” said workout part-
ner Jake Boerman (about to be pinned).

was on crutches for the next 52
months.

He didn't wrestle the entire sum-
mer, a time when wrestlers further
sharpen their skills.

He had similiar surgery per-

formed on his right knee as an
eighth-grader.

It took Melrose three months to
recover from that surgery.

Melrose began torehabilitate his
left knee in August, preparing for

Section V’s ‘Fab 15’

Section V wrestlers in the
state tournament starting today
in Syracuse:

® 96 pounds: Tim Page
(Wayland-Cohocton)

® 103 pounds: |saac Everett
(Attica)

® 112 pounds: Jimmy
Simmons (Canandaigua).

® 119 pounds: Tom Hall
(Hornell)

® 125 pounds: Chris Kemp
(Pittsford)

® 130 pounds: Keith Pittinaro
(East Rochester)

® 135 pounds: Jason DeBruin
(Spencerport)

® 140 pounds: Don Carlo-
Clauss (Greece Olympia).

® 145 pounds: Adam Ventress
(Spencerport)

® 152 pounds: Nate
Schneckenburger (Warsaw)

® 160 pounds: Dan Williams
(Brockport).

® 171 pounds: Matt Melrose
(Fairport).

® 189 pounds: Geoff Mcintosh
(Wayland-Cohocton)

® 220 pounds: Hob Hatch
(Avon)

B 275 pounds: Mike O'Keefe
(Brockport)

Fairport's football season.

“It was kind of embarassing,”
said Melrose, a linebacker. “I was
only lifting 22 pounds.

“The toughest thing about it was
putting trust into it after being off of
it for so long.

“It was really tough to come back
for football.”

Melrose made it through his first
wind sprint without a problem.
Then came two-a-day practices.

He didn't miss a game, helping
Fairport (9-1) reach the Section V
Class A findls and earning second-
team All-Greater Rochester honors.

The knee has not bothered Mel-
rose during wrestling season either.
Melrose's first loss was to Vestal's
B.J. Titera of Section IV. |

Melrose’s other defeat was due to
an injury, when pain in his elbow
forced him default a match to North
Rose-Wolcott's John Pitt.

“He wasn't really wrestling a
whole match last year,” said Fair-
port middleweight and Melrose’s
drlls partner Jake Boerman. “This
vear he'll keep on you until you
break.”

Habecker is confident that Mel-
rose can not only place but win his
bracket at the state meet.

“We might have the best guy,”
Habecker said. “We are going to find
out by Saturday.”

Entering the final matches of his
career, Melrose has a 90-10 record.

“Its going to be no cakewalk
that's for sure,” Melrose said.

“They want me to have a good |
time with it. [ don't want to take
anything for granted.” 2
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DeBruin wins but
Way-Co’s Page out

By MARK COLEY

—E—

SYRACUSE — Highlighted by
six wrestlers advancing to the
semifinal round, Section V cur-
rently stands in third place after
the first day of the New York State
Public High School Athletic Asso-
ciation Wrestling Championships
held at the Onondaga War Memo-
rial in Syracuse.

But among the six semifinalists,
it does not include defending state
champion Tim Page of Wayland-
Cohocton.

Page, champion at 98 pounds
last vear, lost to Section [X's Rocco
Mansueto, 8-1.

Leading the group of six is Spen-
cerport’s duo of Jason DeBruin and
Adam Ventress DeBruin,
wrestling at 135 pounds, extended
his unbeaten mark to 42 with a
pair of victories. He opened by pin-
ning Chris Mason of Section | in
1:47, followed by a technical fall
over Joe Pasasidero (Section [X) in

STATE TOURNAMENT

LA B

5:30.

Ventress won both of his match-
es by decision.

Attica’s Issac Everett received a
first-round bye at 103 before re-
cording a 9-3 decision over Hector
Negron of Section I to advance to
the final.

Brockport's Mike O'Keefe (21-1)
stayed alive, winning by pin and
technical fall.

Wrestling continues today with
semifinals and consolation match-

es, followed by the championship
round, scheduled for a 7 p.m. start.

Team siandings through guarterfnals/: " 7
BE 5 poerts. Secton VI 715 Section V 68, Secton XI 86 ©
Sechon i1 575, Sechon IV 56.5. Secton | 47 Sechon X
&1 Sachon VI 34 Sechon VI 145 Sechon X 14 Pybi
Scnoois Athiehc League (NYC) 10 Catholc Hgh Schoo
Athighc Assocaton B
Secton V results

96 pounds: Frst rouna Tem Page (Waviana-(onoc
on) dec Rory Qawdson (Mount 51 Mchass-CHSAA) 10
2. Quartertnass, Rocco Mansueto (Modketown-(X) def Page
81 Comsclabon roundsecond round, Page vs Caros
Rodrguel (Newtows-PSA(

103: frs! round Issac Eversll (AMca) racewved 3 Dyve
Quartetinals Everer dec Heclor Negron (Seapy Hollow
N 83 Semdnas Evere® vi  Pril Mansusto (NMOdisiow
Li
112: Fust round Beandon Lehman (Ihaca-lV) dec
Jomwmy  Semmons  (Cananomgual. 5-4  ConsomtonFrs!
round. Semmons recesved a4 Dye Second mound  Simmons
ve Greg Parmer (Shenendenowa-l)

119%: Fost round, Tom Hall (Momell) dec James Ryan

Sufern-i) 1431 Quarertras Hal prred Roamo Lowe
Harry S TrumanPSAL) 377 Seminagis Had vs Jesse
Jantper (Shoretam-Wasng Rrver- X))

128: Frst roung Ches Keemg (Pisiond) racesved a Dye
Quartertnais. Ore Tongue (Harry S5t Truman-PSAL) def
Kemg &0 Consolaponvsecond round Kemgp vs Noah S
s ﬁr“-l.

130: Frst mund. Jack Lage (Burnt Mills-Baksion Lake-
Il pnned Keth Pibnaro (East Rochesten) 1 47 Consolabon-
frst round. Mise Mis (Bayshore-IX) dec. Pitfiarc 7-6 (Pt
brarn ehmingted,

138: Frst ound Jason DeBrun (Spencerport) pnned
Crhs Mason (Suflern-l) 147 Quarterfnais. DeBrun ot
Joe Papasoer (GoshendX) woh fad 530 Semdinas
DeBrun i Josk Rce (Baaver Rivgr-ill)

180: Fre round Don Cario-Claus (Greece Owmpa
wceved 2 bye CQuarternals Chad Wotowec? (Bastor
Spa-ll) dec Carc-Claus 84 Consoiabontrs! roung Car
o-Ciaus s Steve Bosmch (Monos-Woodbury (X

145: Fost mund Adam Ventress | Spencerport 3eC
Adam Mrsch (East Meadow-vill) T Quarertnas en
ress dec Frame Flono (Chammade-CHSAA) 124 Semd
nals Wentreds vi Slan Greene (Vernon- verong- Shend-il|

182: Frst round Nate Schoeckenberger (Warsaw

Six Section V wrestlers still in contention

pwad Nosl Thompson (Freeport-VIN 3 40 Quanertnais
gec Maf Telesiy (Norwch-TY) 118

180: Frst round Ayan Newman (Belpor-XI) pnnec
Dan Wikams, Brooport) 1 23 Consoaton trst roung W
kams recewved & Dye Second round Wikgms v Enc Pe
e [Besxmagrtows (1|

1TL: Fest mund Maft Merose (Farport) dec WMike
Sweward imarson- | 146 Ouarerhnas Mae Wachhoioe
(Rocky Pord- K1) pened Metmse 553 Consolahon second
round Meirose v Wall ey [Ping Busn-IX)

LBS: Frst round Geoff Micintosh (Wayland-Cohocton
oec Daweg Recrus (Muntngion-X1) 86 (OT) Quarternals
Dan Swne (Queensbury-ili dec Mcintosh 11-7 Conscla
horvsecond round Moiniosh v Terrey Brown (Freegor!

220: Frst round Rob Haich (Avom) pnned Kedn Phullg
(South Snore-PSAL) 228 Quanetras K Egn (Shas
er-ll) pned Hatch 5 26 Consolatonfrs! round Halch vs
Neck Losey (Goshen-1X)

2TS: Fust round Mg O Kaele Brooeport) pnngd Jasor
Gorgan (Whaehal-il) 2 10 Quaredmas () Keele ool Lus
Sosa Jr (Afred E Smih-PSAL) tech @l 400
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DeBruin makes 135 final

Section V places
4 1n title matches

By MARK COLEY

SYRACUSE —Jason DeBruin of

Spencerport led four Section V
wrestlers into the finals of the
NYSPHSAA wrestling champi-
onships last night at the Onondaga
County War Memorial.
Representing Section V in the fi-
nals were DeBruin at 135 pounds,

Greece Olympia 140-pounder Don
Carlo-Claus, Warsaw’s Nate Sch-
neckenberger at 152 and Mike O
Keefe of Brockport at 275.

Ten place winners would put you
in good shape to challenge:for the
coveted team title among the 12 sec-
tions around the state,

That's exactly what the purple
and white accomplished during the
two-day championships, among
them four individuals who are
shooting for a title among the 15
weight classes;

One section made sure that the

team title was locked up well before
the championship round, though.

With a total of 13 wrestlers guar-
anteed to place in the top six, includ-
ing eight finalists, Section I (Syra-
cuse) was assured of winning their
second consecutive team title even
before the 8 p.m. finals began.

Entering the final round, which
gtarted late last night, Section 111
had 230.5 points. Section V entered
the finals in fourth place with 158
trailing second place Section [V
(190) and third place Section XI
(164). J

.—I-I-_”— — . I’
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Carlo-Clauss,
DeBruin triumph

By MARK COLEY

SYRACUSE — Spencerport s Ja-
son DeBruin opened the 1996-97
wrestling with only one thing on his
mind: to win the state champi-
onship.

Not to return there for the second
year in a row, not to place among the
top six, and definitely not to settle

for second place with a undefeated
record on the line. It was either
everything or nothing.

S0 it was no surprise that his fi-
nal journey ended with his goal ac-
complished, which public address
anouncer Bill Neufang confirmed in
one brief sentence.

“1997 135-pound New York State
champion from Section V, Jason De-
Bruin.”

The two-time Section V champi-
on completed a perfect 44-0 record
the same way it started, dominating

his opponent with a 18-7 decision |

*

2 state champs from Sec. V

over Section VII representative Ron
Douglas to become the Rangers'
eighth state champion.

For the weekend, it was not a
bad showing for Section V, which
placed four wrestlers in the final
and came away with two champi-
Ons.

Don  Carlo-Clauss  became
Greece Olympia’s first state cham-
pion with a 7-4 decision over Jefl
Holmes of Cicero-North Syra-
cuse (Section I11). Warsaw'’s Nate

WRESTLING, PAGE SD
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Wirestling
FROM PAGE 1D

Schneckenberger and Brockport's
Mike O'Keefe were not as fortunate,
though. Schneckenberger had to
face defending champion Griff Pow-
ell of Suffern (Sec. I) in the 154-
pound final. Powell, who was
named the tournament’s outstand-
ing wrestler, won by technical fall,
winning 23-8 before the match was
stoppecl at 4:33.
O’'Keefe, the Section V champion
1t 275 pounds met defending cham-
'ﬂmmas Marrero of Wyndanch
. XI). In a match that came
*dnwn to the final seconds, Marrero
came away with a 2-1 decision, with
J_:. points coming on stalling penal-
By advancing to the finals, all
four are eligible to participate in the
National High School Champi-
onships the weekend of April 4-6 in
'Plttaburgh
But it was the intensity of De-
Bruin that impressed everyone at
the Onondaga County War Memori-
al. In his four matches, not one
wrestler was able to take him down
as he recorded a fall in the first
round, a technical fall in the quar-
terfinals and two major decisions in
both the semifinal and champi-

"I trained a lot for this,” said De-
,pruin, who closed out his four-year
‘campaign for Spencerport with a
136-17 record. “This meant every-
thing. The season was definitely a
mission to get here.” DeBruin also
finished the season not allowing a
takedown in his 44 victories while
recording 190 of them himself.

- In his championship match
against Douglas, DeBruin tallied
nine takedowns, six each in every
period. The only time Douglas
scored was when DeBmm allowed
an intentional escape. “I tried to
wrestle aggressively as [ could,” De-
Bruin said. “I wasn't even nervous
and I had a proper warmup, which
kind of took some of the nervousness
away.” _

While DeBruin came into the
weekend as the favorite, Carlo-
Clauss was virtually an unknown in
his weight class. While he dominat-
ed his weight class against Section
V wrestlers, he was unranked
among the state’s best.

Which suited him just fine.

" “] wasn't worried about the stats
and rankings,” said Carlo-Clauss, a
junior who finished the season with
a 40-1 record. “I just wanted to wres-
tle well in the tournament. A lot of
people (at the states) didn't know
much about me and that kind of
helped.”

“Don worked really hard all

ar,” added Olympia coach Tom
usso,

Which didn't seem to be a prob-
lem in his final. He scored the open-
ing points on a takedown and led 4-
1 after the first period. Holmes
made the match closer with an es-
cape and a penalty point after Carlo-
Clauss was called for stalling to cut
it to 4-3.

But that was about as close as it
would get.
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was good showing

SYRACUSE — When you look

at the big picture, It was a good
showing by Section V wrestlers at

the New York State Public High
School Athletic Associaton champi-
onships, which concluded Saturday
night in Syracuse.

Four wrestlers from the Roches-
ter area found
their way into the
championship
finals and two of
them, 135-pounder
Jason DeBruin of
Spencerport and
Greece Olympia’s
Don Carlo-Clauss
at 140 pounds,
came away with
the ultimate prize:
a state champi-
onship.

The others, War-
saw 154-pounder
Nate Schnecken-
berger and 275-
2 pounder Mike

O'Keefe of Brock-
port, each had to
deal with defend-
ing state champions in their match-
es and had to settle for runner-up
honors,

The quartet, by virtue of mak-
ing the finals, qualify for the
National High School Champi-
onships in Pittsburgh the weekend
of April 4-6.

Schneckenberger may have been
the most suprising of the four to
make it into the finals. Unranked
in the state at his weight class,
He began his quest on Friday with
a 3:40 pin over Noel Thompson of
Section VIII and won a close 11-8
decision over Section IV's Matt Te-
lesky.

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Fairport (23-1) meets Niagara-
Wheatfield (24-0) of Section VI in
the Class A Far West Regionals at
J p.m. Saturday at Geneseo State.
Section Vs representatives in
Classes B, C and D will be deter-
mined today, tomorrowand
Wednesday.

The Class B state qualifier be-
tween Honeoye Falls-Lima and
Marcus Whitman, scheduled for to-
morrow at Canandaigua, was
moved to Fairport at 6:30 p.m.
| Sites for Class C and D qualifiers

HIGH SCHOOL
SCOREBOARD

t -

wooo-XI) oec. Everelt 4-2 Fifh place Everstt dec Ma
(Colorwe-ll) 17-4

Second round Greg Parker 15rw
dehowa-ll) dec. Simmons 11-10 (Semmons tid Not place!

119: Frst ound Tom Hall (Homell) dec. James Ryan
(Suffern-I) 14-3 Quareringis Hall pinned Ricardo Love
(Harry S Truman-PSAL) 3137 Semdinals Jesse Jantzen
(Shorsham-Wading River-XI) dec Hall 6-1 Consomaony Se-
minals. Mike Popokzio (Niskayuna-ll) dec Hal 72 Fm
p;l Travis Granger (Banbnoge-Guord-Afton- 1) dec Ha !
|

128: First mund Chns Kemp (Pitsiord) recenved a bye
Quarerinals. One (Harry St Truman-PSAL) def
Kemp 60 Consoigtony round Kamp dec Noah Se-
tel (Ardsley-)) 32 Thio rouna Keth Poloskey (Longwooo-
Xi) gec Kemp 11-3 (Kemp dha not place)

130: Frst mund Jack Lap (Burnt Hils-Baliston Lake-I')
pnned Keth Pttnaro (East Rochester) 147 Conso@ton
First round. Mike Mils (Bayshore-IX) dec Pittinaro 7-6 (P
hnarm 3 NOt place)

138: First ound Jason DeBrun (Spencerport) pnned
Chris Mason (Suftern-1) 147 Quanednais DeBrum del Joe
Papasidero (Goshen-IX) tech fall 5§30 Semtnas DeBry
in dec. Josh Rice (Beaver Rwverdil) 19.7 Champonshy
DeBrun dec. Ron Douglas (Peru-VIl) 18-7

140: Frst oung Don Carlo-Claus (Greece Dlympea) re
ceved 2 bye Quarterfnals Carlo-Claus dec Chad Wo

Baiston Spa-ll} 84 Seminals Caro-Claus oec
Prince (Frewsburg-WH) 15-5. Champonship Cano-Claus
dec Joll Hoimes (Cicero-North Syracuse-ill) 7-4

148; First oung Adam Ventress (Spencerport) oec Adam
Hirsch (East Meadow-VIIl) 7-6 Quanernals Ventress dec
Frank Flono (Chamnade-CHSAA) 12-4 Semiinals Sian
Greene (Vernon.Verona-Shenii-ill) pmned Ventress 502
Consolabon' Semnals. Rashad Evans (Niagara-Wheatheid)
dec Ventress B-5 Ffth place Ventress won by loreled ove:
Matt Wyhe (Rocky Pomt-XI)

152 Fiﬂ-'n:m Nate (Warsaw) pinnea
Noel Thompson (Freeport-VIll) 340 Quarerinals Sch
neckenberger dec. Matt Telesky (Norwch-IV) 118 Sems
nals, Scheneckenberger dec Ralph Keeney (Ballston Spa
I 156 Champonshp GrM  Powell (SuMernd) de!
Schneckenberger. tech fall 4 33

160: First vung. Ryan Newman (Bellport-XI1 pinned Dan
Wihams (Brookport) 123 Consolapon First round Wikams
receved a bye Second rund. Enc Pelienn (Beekmantown
Vil) dec. Wikams 4-2 (Wilkams dd not place)

171 First mund Matt Meirose (Farport) dec Mike Stew
ard (Harmson-1) 14-6 Quarterfnass Mike Wachholder (Rock
Pont-X1) pinned Meirose 558 Consolahony Secong rouna
Melrose dec Adam Trombley (North Adwondack-Vil 9.3
Thrd round. Meirose dec. Walt Henry (Pine Bush-IX) 4.,
Seminals. Joe Downey (Nomvach-IV) pinned Metrose 3 45
Fih place. Meirose dec Wachholder 15-6

it

1809: First vund GeoM Mcintosh (Waytand-Cohoctor
dec Dawd Rechul (Huntington-XI), 8-6 (OT) Quarefnas
Dan Stne (Queensbury-ll) dec Mcintosh 11.7 Consola
bony Second round. Mcintosh dec Terrey Brown (Freepor!
Vill) 31. Thed rouna Mcintosh dec Mie LaMarche (Car
ton-Poisdam-X) 124 Semfnals BJ Thera (Vestakly
pinned Mcintosh 1 27 Fifth place. Mcintosh dec Adam Bat
cock (Portvile-V1) 9-3

220: Frst ound Rob Hatch (Avon) pnned Kath Phillg
(South Shore-PSAL) 228 Quarterhnals Kns Eghn (Shas
er-ll) pnned Haich 526 Consolanon Second mund. Halch
gec Mick Losey iIGoshen-IX) 10-5 Thd mund Tim Vanar
IChammaoe-CHSAA) dec Halch 4-3 (Match cdhd not place

ATS: First mund Mike O'Keete (Brockport) pnned Jason
Gordan (Whiehail-ll) 2 10 Quarterfnais. O'Xeele del Lus
Sosa Jr (Atred E Smith-PSAL). tech fall 4 00 Semiinals
O'Keele dec Craig Tett (OxdordIV), 54 Champonshp
Thomas Marrero (Wyndanch- X dec O'Keele 2-1
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