From Jourmal Staff Reports

ITHACA — State titles will be the
goal for several area athletes this
weekend as New York State Public
High School championship events are
being held in wrestling, swimming and
indoor track.

The wrestlers and swimmers with
both be in Syracuse, at the Onondaga
County War Memorial and Notting-
ham High School’s lightning-fast Max
Newman Pool, respectively.

The track — as usual — is being
held at Cornell University's-Barton
Hall. Four Trumansburg athletes and
one Lansing runner will be competing
against the best public-school athletes
in the state; action gets under way al
9:30 a.m.

Ithaca High 112-pound wrestler
Brandon Lehman may have the best
shot at some major honors, as he will
-be looking for his second consecutive
state crown. As a freshman last year,
he captured the 105-pound state
' championship.
' One opponent who could have
'stood between Lehman — 33-0 this
'year — and another title is Hornell's
' Otto House, Lehman’s championship
“opponent at 105 last year. House was
' beating Lehman, 13-9, before Lehman
turned the tables with a third-penod

pin.

STATE PREVIEW

House was injured earlier this sea-+

son in the championship match of the
Canandaigua Tournament —against
Lehman, when both were wrestling at
119 — and has not recovered.
Canandaigua’s Jimmy Simmons
took advantage of House's absence
and won the Section V title at 112
pounds. He could prove a worthy
opponent for Lehman should they
both reach the state final, as Sim-
mons was one of two wrestlers last
season to defeat Lehman, winning a
decision in the opening round of the
Canandaigua Tournament.

Hornell's Otto House, who was
beating Lehman, 13-9, in the third
period of the state title match at 105
ast March before being caught in a
fireman’s carry that led to a loss by
pin, was injured earlier this season and
has not recovered.

Lehman went undefeated in four
matches during the two-day sectional
tournament and recorded a 13-0 win
over Norwich’s Jeremy Alger to
reach the final. Donnelly, seeded
third, made it to the title match after
upsetting No. 2 seed Dustin Urban
from Union-Endicott, 8-3, in the
semifinals.

The THS sophomore has been

Lehman going for second straight state title"

Lehman Westervelt

named outstanding wrestler in four
tournaments this year, including the
last two (Southern Tier Athletic Con-
ference and Section IV champi-
onships). In the sectional champi-
onship, he routed Sherburne-Ear-
lville’s Mike Donnelly, the third seed,
by a technical fall, 18-2.
Swimming

Schuyler County will be well-repre-
sented at Newman Pool, with divers
Andy Garrett and Andy Chicone as
well as Odessa-Montour speedster
Jason Westervelt (50-yard freestyle,
100 breaststroke ).

Also competing from the Ithaca
area is Ithaca High's Adam Dickow,
who won the 500 freestyle at the Sec-
tion 1V State quahfier two weeks ago
(5:01.25).

Indoor Track

Barton Hall will be “jumping” with
Blue Raider athletes Saturday as three
of the four Trumansburg qualifiers are
in the triple and high jumps.

Beth McHale won the girls” high

jump (5-feet-2-inches) at the Section

IV state qualifier, held Feb. 22 at
Cortland State. And both Shaun
Leska for the boys and Carmen Ellis
for the girls finished second in their
respective triple jumps. Leska leaped
39-7, Ellis 33-4'%.

Trumansburg’s track entrant is
sprinter Adam Millspaugh, who won
the 55-meter dash at the qualiher (6.6
seconds).

And from Lansing, Adam Garrett
finished third in the 300 meters (37.6)
and will run as a member of the inter-
sectional distance medley relay quar-
tet.
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Lehman going for second straight title. The Ithaca Journal, February 28, 1997.


Lehman rallies into state semis

From Joumal Staff Reponts

SYRACUSE — Being down
in the third period is nothing new
for Ithaca High wrestler Bran-
don Lehman — but neither is
coming from behind for a win.

Facing a 4-3 deficit with 20
seconds remaining in his first-

round match =
al the New
York State
Public High
School Athlet- " A

Ic Association

Tournament,
Lehman
reversed Sec-
tion V's 112-
pound cham-
pion Jimmy
Simmons for a 5-4 decision,
keeping his quest for a second-
straight state ttle alive.

Lehman
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HIGH SCHOOLS

“It was an exciting match the
whole way,” ITHS coach Joel
Lamson said. “Brandon was kind
of flat and he didn’t have it to
start out with, He didn’t go right
at Simmons.”

Lehman, who turned around
a 13-9 hole in the 105-pound
state championship match last
season by pinning Hornell's Otto
House in the third period,
allowed Canandaigua’s Simmons
a 1-0 advantage on an escape
from the down position in the
second penod.

Lehman recorded an escape
and a takedown carly in the third
period for a 3-1 lead, but Sim-
mons returned the favor with the
same scoring combination.

4 OHwd ™S

“He escaped with a minute
left and then took Brandon
down,” Lamson said of Sim-
mons, who decisioned Lehman
last  season during the
Canandaigua Tournament.
“(Simmons) was up 4-3 with 37
seconds left.

The two went toe-to-toe in the
final seconds as Simmons attempt-
ed a single-leg takedown that
Lehman turned into a two-point
reversal for the final margin.

“We were very happy to get out
of there with a win,” Lamson said,
“During the first round of states, a
lot of good kids went out.”

Lehman, who was the only
area wrestler to win a Section 1V
title last Saturday to earn a trip
to the Onondaga County War
Memonal for state competition,
advanced to the second round

and posted an 8-2 win over Sec-
tion VIII's Anthony Riccardi of
Bethpage.

At 10 a.m. this morning,
Lehman will face Section XI's
John Case (Hampton Bays) in a
| 12-pound semifinal.

The winner of that match
sqquares off against either Section
lil's Jody Avery or Mike Fanr-
banks trom Section VI, who are
wrestling in the other semifinal,
for the state championship.

The championship finals are
slated to begin at 8 p.m. tonight.

Boys’ Swimming
SYRACUSE — Watkins
Glen diver Adam Garrett 1s sec-

ond after the first day of the New
York State Public High School

See HIGH SCHOOLS, 11B
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Lehman rallies into state semis. The Ithaca Journal, February 29, 1997.


Lehman just misses in quest for second title

By KEITH McSHEA
Journal Staf]

SYRACUSE — Brandon
Lehman did what he had to do
to win his second straight state
championhip, he just did it a few
inches in the wrong direction,

Trailing by two points with 13
seconds to go in the 112-pound
final at the Onondaga War
Memorial, the Ithaca High
sophomore escaped from Sec-
tion III's Jody Avery and
appeared to score a takedown,
But instead of the referce raising
two fingers to award Lehman the
points and the victory, a whistle

STATE WRESTLING

indicated that the fall took place
out of bounds.

That left :02 on the clock and
Lehman with a 5-4 loss.

It was the first defeat of the
season for Lehman, who won the
105-pound state title as a fresh-
man on the same mat a year ago.

“It's disappointing for Bran-
don,” said Ithaca High coach Joel
Lamson. “He's worked so hard to
win the state title, and to finish
second just wasn't what our goal

was or what he wanted to
achieve. It's a great accomplish-
ment to be second in the state,
but it’s not what he wanted.”

After a scoreless first period
with Morrisville-Eaton’s Avery,
Lehman scored an escape and a
takedown to take a 3-0 lead mid-
way through the second. The two
reset at the center of the mat,
with Lehman on top.

Lehman kept a hold of Avery,
at one point standing and lifting
his upright opponent off the mat.
But Avery wiggled free and
scored a rare reversal on
Lehman to come within 3-2.

“I can’t remember night now
how (Avery) ended up getting the
other points,” Lamson said
moments after the match. “1 think
he got a reversal, which is rare,
Brandon hasn’t been reversed this
year, [ don't know if he ever has.”

The second period ended with
Lehman leading, 3-2, but the
final two minutes began with
Avery escaping from the bottom
position to even the score,

The pair tumbled out of

bounds to force a reset with 1:46
remaining, and again moved out
of bounds with 1:04 left. Avery
made his move with 38 seconds

to go, scoring a takedown before
the two rolled out of bounds with
:29 on the clock and Avery in
command, 5-3.

Lehman started from the bot-
tom position, and Avery kept
ahold of him before they were
out of bounds, forcing a reset
with just 13 tense seconds to go.

Lehman quickly broke free of
Avery to make the score 54, and
his last-second takedown carned
no points. Instead the referce
blew his whistle and pointed to
the outside of the mat to indicate
the move occured out of bounds,

A frustrated Lehman looked

at the clock and ripped his head-
gear off. There were two seconds
left, but the match was over, '
Avery celebrated his 35th vie-*
tory of the year against one loss,
and Lehman walked away 1
defeat for the first time in 4
matches this season. “
“He's a true champion,” Lam-
son said of Lehman, who did nol
talk to reporters after the matchg
“And he shouldn't feel bad about
finishing second in the states.
He's going to be depressed likg
any competitor would be, but
he'll do what he has to do to get
back here again, I'm sure.” '
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Lehman just misses in quest for second title. The Ithaca Journal, March 3, 1997.


Wrestling *
State C

Saturday at Onondaga Co. War
Memorial
TEAM SCORES

Section Il (Central New York) 23d .
Section IV (Southern Tier) 190, Section Xl
(Suffolk 172, Section V (Genesee Valley)
166; Section |l (Capital Region) 154, Sec-
tion VI (Western New York) 143':; Section
IX (Catskills) 129; Section VIl (Nassau)
115; Section | (Lower Hudson Valley) 104,
Section VIl (Champlain Valley) 41.5; Sec-
tion X (St. Lawrence) 32; Catholic HSAA
15; Public School Athletic League (New
York City) 9.

CHAMPIONSHIP FINALS

96: Rocco Mansuetto (Middletown-IX)
del. Aaron Hiudzensk (Watertown-lll), 7-4

103: Phillip Mansuetto (Middietown-IX)
def. John Heflerman (Marcellus-ill). 4-2

112: Jody Avery (Morrisville-Eaton-ill)
de! Brandon Lehman (ithaca-IV), 54

119: Jesse Jantzen (Shoreham-Wad-
ing River-XI) def. Packy Burke (Cooper-
stown-lll), 4-3 (OT)

125: Paul Paquin (Cornwall-1X) def.
Jake Lamberg (Greene-IV), 16-6.

130: Chad Caros (Suffemn-l) def. Brice
Kelly (Camden-lll), 11-2

135: Jason DeBruin (Spencerport-V)
def. Ron Douglas (Peru-Vil), 18-7.

140: Don Cario-Clauss (Greece-
Olympia-V) def. Jeff Holmes (Cicero-North
Syracuse-lll), 7-4.

145: Carl Fronhofer (Salem-ll) def. Stan
Greene (Vernon-Verona-Sherill-lll), 7-4.

152: Griff Powell (Suffern-1) won by
tech fall over Nate Schneckenberger (War-
saw-V), 22-7 (4:53)

160: Kevin Haggerty (Long-Beach-ViIl)
def Duane Thomas (Maine-Endwell-IV), 8-5

171: Dan Perry (New Hartford-lll) def.
Josh States (Lockport-Vl) 4-3

189: Dan Stine (Queensbury-I)
pinned Mike Sperandio (Somers-l), 0:43

220: Greg Shippos (Baldwin-VIll) def
Kns Eglin (Shaker-ll) 156

275: Thomas Marrero (Wyandanch-XI)
def. Mike O'Keefe (Brockport-V), 2-1
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State Championships. The Ithaca Journal, March 3, 1997.




