Section 4 has savvy for good state wrestling show

By ROB CENTORANI
Staff Writer

What Section 4 1s sending
to this weekend’s New York
State High School Wrestling
Tournament is a green squad
with experience.

It’s a team loaded with
seniors who have no experi-
ence at the state meet.

Seniors like Maine-
Endwell’s Lee Briggs and
Chenango Valley's Mike
Palmieri, who are their respec-
tive schools all-time lmdurs
in victories.

They are making their first
trip to Syracuse— the site of
the two-day tournament,
which starts at 3 p.m. Friday
atthe Onondaga County War
Memorial.

‘winning,

STATE WRESTLING AT A GLANCE

B What: New York State
High Sehool Wrestling
Tournament.

B Where: Syracuse's
Onondaga County War
Memorial.

B Schedule: Preliminar-
ies start at 3 p.m. Friday
and will be followed by
quarterfinals. Semifinals

begin'at 10 a.m. Saturday.
Consolation bouts are at 6
p.m. followed by the cham-
pionship matches starting
at 7:45.

B Tickets: Friday— $5
students, $7 adults. Same
prices on Saturday, but
separate admissions for
day and evening sessions.
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These guys know about

about wrestling for a slatc
title. -

“I've heard from some peo-
ple that the wrestling in the
Section 4 tournament is
tougher than up there,” Brig- |

' gssaldaftcrde eating Unate-

A NE %

know about
wrestling, but know nothing

j =-1I E

o's William James, 12-4, last
aturday to win the 140-
pound Section 4 title. “I've
ot foar more matches to a
title.”

Others who it the descrip-
tion are Susquehanna Valley's
Trevur Farley, Norwich’s

tty: Tele Maine-
Hil'!DuaneThumasand

Greene’s Jake Lamberg.

“We're going up with a lot
of experience,” M-E coach
Matt Gallagher said. “Not
guys with experience at the
state meet, but seniors who
have spent considerable time
on the mat.”

If you believe in patterns,
thisshould be Section4’s year.
Every odd year in the 1990s,
Section 4 has walked home
with the team title.

Some of the first-round
draws suggest that trend could
continue,

Lamberg, a 125-pounder,
and Bainbridge-Guilford/
Afton 119-pounder Travis
Granger, drew wrestlers from
the notoriously weak Catholic
High School Athletic Asso-
ciation in the first round.

Two others, Thomas, at 160,
and Oxford heavyweight
Craig Tefft, have Section 10
opponentsthey figure to beat.

“1 think we're going to be
tough,” M-E coach Matt Gal-
lagher said. “From what I can
see, we got some good draws
in the first round and that’s
important if you want to win
the team title.”

Section 2 (Albany area)
appears to be the favorite,
with Sections 3 and 4 close
behind, according to Doug
Irving, who handles the state
rankings for the New York
State Sports Writers Associ-
ation,

Two wrestlers who did not
getfavorable drawsin the first
round are two of Section 4's
best— Johnson City’s John

Christopher, who placed third
in the state meet last season,
and Norwich’s Joe Downey,
who was fourth in the state
last season.

Christopher, asenior, drew
Rocky Point’s Matt Wyllie in
the first round. He beat Wyl-
lie in last year’s state meet,

Downey, a sophomore,
faces Walt Henry of Pine
Bush. These two have
exchanged one-point victo-
ries in the past.

I’s a deep field, with eight
former state champs includ-
ing Brandon Lehman of [tha-
ca.

W A look at Section 4's
champions, Page 3D.
B Directions, Page 3D.
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SECTION 4 WRESTLING CHAMPIONS

By ROB CENTORANI
Staff Writer

" Fifteen wrestlers earned Section 4
ehampionships last weekend and will
Mmswmiurmm*mrkslm

Migh School Wrestling Tournament on
Fnda lndSFuturﬂny : beglnwrﬂnq
an rLay ollowing is a quick 4
Section 4's best:

nds: Josh Ruff

a freshman from Bainbridge-
Anm came from the fifth seed
last weekend 10 win
the Section 4 title.
“He's got alot of lever-
age, which helps him
in all aspects of
wrﬂtlir;?. B-G/A
coach Kevin Halse
said. Ruff has a 29-
record. He's inatough

weight class that
includes last year's 98-
Ruff pound state champi-
on Tim Pmﬂd Way-
land-Cohocton. Ruff faces ayunas

Shqun Miller (37-3) in the first round.

103: Dave Blaine

A Union-Endicott junior, Blaine (27-
L)) rumvadamatanmbuuallnmnﬁ-
dence after beating

Wayland-Cohocton's
Tim P in the final
| of the Watkins Glen

Tournament on Jan.
25. “It pretty much
compelled me from
there to finish the sea-
son with a totally dif-
ferent attitude,” Blaine
- said of his 5-4 come-
from-behind win over
Blaine Page. “It helped me a
lot." Blaine defeated Elmira Southside's
Nick Richetti— who placed fifth in the
slate at 91 nds a year 4-3 in
the sectlonam:al Ex;ﬂmalm:r quick,
Blaine's first-round opponent will be Nia-
gara Falls’ Chris Cuu-ghenuur (34-6).

112: Brandon Lehman
Tremendous balance, strength and a
strong knowledge of the sport will make
Ithaca High's Lehman
(36-0) tough to beat.
“He told me that last
year it was lot more
exciting for him,S~
coach Joel Lamson
said of Lehman, who
faces Canandaigua’s
Jimmy Simmons (35-
2) in the first round.
v “He says il's more
Lehman challenging this time.
A lot of guys win one,
but he really wants to prove he can win
again.” He's been awesome all year,
especially in the Section 4 final in which
he scored a technical fall victory over
Sherburne-Earlville's Mike Donnelly, who
had been unbeaten.

119: Travis Granger
It's been said that experience can go
a h}ng way this weekend and Granger
— a B-G/A senior —
knows about the state
meet having placed
third at 98 pounds two
ears ago. “We all
now about Travis'
arm bars, but he's
improved tremen-
dously on his feet this
season,” B-G/A coach
Kevin Halsey said.

.Gi:anger

Granger said: “| know
how 1o deal with the
pressure of the two-day tournament.”
He'll bring a 35-3 record into his first-
round match against St. Peter's Andrew
Azzarello (32-4).

125: Jake Lamberg

“I'm excited, but | really have no idea
whalto expectupthere,” Greene's Lam-
berg said after defeat-
ing Johnson City's
Jason Kithcart, 10-8,
in the Section 4 final.
Nicknamed “Jake the
snake,” Lambergis a
slippery wrestler who
is especially danger-
ous. “He can adapt to
a lot of different situa-
MR tions,” coach Tim
Lamberg Jenks said. “He's sim-

ilar to Lehman in that

he has tremendous balance.” Lamberg
(31-1) drew Kellenberg’s Bob Calabrese
(22-4) in the first round.

130: Trevor Farley
‘Susquehanna Valley's senior will find
out where he stands early on. Farley,
who came from the
fifth seed to win a Sec-
tion 4 title, faces Rip-
ley's Brad Rowe (36-
0) in the first round.
That's the same Rowe
who defeated U-E
graduate Jim
Materese oncriteriain
last year's 119-pound
L. state championship
match. “| wanted 1o
Fartey have fun this weekend
andwanttohavea time next week-
end,” Farley said after his 5-3 overtime
victory over Watkins Glen's Joel Sko-
rusa in last weekend's sectional final.
Farley is 30-3.

135: Mike Palmieri

Pqund for pound, Palmieri — a senior
Irum Chenango Valley — may be the
best athlete 4
is sending to the state
meet. A standout on
CV's football team,
Palmieri has an
excess of and
quickness. “He's men-
tally tough, he doesn't
give up, he's a good
technical wrestler and
afive-year varsity kid,”
coach John Kopalek
said of Palmieri, who
is 36-0. John DeBarbieri of Portville is
Palmieri's first-round opponent.

140: Lee Briggs
“He’s been around a long time," coach
Matt Gallagher said of Briggs — a senior

who is the all-time
leader in wins at
Maine-Endwell. “"He
always knows where
his body is and
because of that he

doesn'l plnic.' I%

3 2-4 vu:l
¥1 Unatego m;ﬂillinm
Briggs 4 fnai mwm (962)
will face the winner of
Monroe-Woodbury's Steve Boenick (27-
6) and Canton-Potsdam's John Clark

27-4) in a quarterfinal match.

45: John Christopher
Strengthand e should carry
this Johnson City senior a long way. His
first-round opponent
is a familiar one.
Christopher (30-2)
defeated ocky
Point's Matt Wyllie, 3-
1. inovertime en route
to placing third in last
season's state meel.
Wyllie is 24-0. As a
freshman, Christo-
e L fifthinthe
state, last year he was
Chrlllophllr third. “I'm a supersti-
" he said. Hopefully. | can
no-nu up by twos.”
kﬁ Matt Telesky
Quite possibly, Telesky — a Norwich
senior — is the most improved wrestler
in Section 4 this sea-
son ... and he was
e last sea-
gra:mt.“Ir e's 33-0 and,
for the most part, has-
n't been challenged
this season after fin-
ishing as a runner-up
in the section a year
ago. “He's tremen-
‘ — dous on his lgfat and
has a variety of take-
Voneky downs,” coach Don
Kovalchik said. Telesky drew a bye into
the quarterfinals. He'll face the winner
between Warsaw's Nate Schnecken-
berger (41-4) and Freeport's Noel
Thompson (30-1 ]I'h
160: Duane Thomas
Like Telesky, M-E's Thomas was a
runner-up in the section last season and
has shown vast
improvement in his
senior season. A
all-around athlete,
Thomas has just one
'| lossthis season— that
coming against Long
Beach's Kevin Hag-
gerty by a 9-8 over-
time criteria score in
- the final of the Oneon-
Thomas ta Rotary Tourna-
ment. Haggerty
placed fourth in the stale meet last sea-
son and is in the top portion of the draw.
Thomas (37-1), on the bottom half of the
draw, will face Gouverneur's Jason Sto-
rie (14-8) in the first round.
171: Joe
A sophomore, Downey (26-2) just
might be Section 4's top wrestler on his
feet. He's super quick
and expenenced, and
fourth in last
year's state meet. Like
Christopher, Downey
knows his first-round
ent. He beat
Pine Bush's Wall

Henry, 6-5, in a state-
meet wrestleback last
season before losing,

2-1, on criteria in the
final of this season’s
llion Tournament. Henry is 30-2. | cant
wait,” said Downey, after a 6-3 victory
over Windsor's Jason Butler in the Sec-
tion 4 final. "l think | have a great shot.”

189: B.J. Titera

Whenever one talks about Vestal
wrestlers, cradles are the main topic and
Titera is no different.
A senior, Titera came
b, | from the third seed to
Ky win a Section 4 title.
“I've got a secret
weapon, it's a cradle
and I'll pin you with it,”
Titera said after his 3-
2 section final victory
over Elmira Notre

v ; Dame's Ben Saks.
Titera Coach Tony Policare

said his wrestler's
intelligence is the main reason for his
success. Titera (27-1) will meet the win-
ner between Carthage's Mike Dumway
(36-1) and Freeport's Terrey Brown (28-
3} ina %_l.lla.rtarﬁnal
m Braman

Flrsl this Greene sophomore had to
overcome Sidney's Rich Chamorro. Bra-
man accomplished
that by avenging his
four losses this sea-
son when he pinned
| Chamorro in the Sec-
tion 4 semifinals. Then
Braman (34-4)
downed Chenango
Forks' Ra Shear
o advance to the state
meet. His first oppo-
nent is Peru's Joe
Bushey, who Braman
defeated, 5-3, in overtime in the final of
the Peru Tournament earlier this sea-
son. “He can turn people from the top
position and that's important for a heavy-
weight,” Jenks said. Bushey is 24-3.

275: Craig Tefft
Coach Kevin Gallagher provided the
proof necessary that rd's Tefftis a
wrestier

from when he made
his first trip to the state
meet two

u can't move him,” Gallagher said.

irstup for Tefft (24-0), who placed sixth

mtms:atatwnngaarsaga is Messena’s
Jon White (20-3)

DIRECTIONS TO THE STATE WRESTLING TOURNAMENT

Getting to the Onondaga County War Memorial: From Binghamton |
Syracuse. Get off at exit 18 (Adams Street). Go one block, then turn left ¢
blocks and make a left onto State Street. Look for the parking garage.
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(Results of Section 4 wrestiers after the first day of the New York State High School Wrestiing Tournament at the Onondaga Coun-

ty War Memorial, Syracuse)

Sectional team scores: Section 3
86.5 points; Section 6 71.5; Section 2
71.5; Section 5 69; Section 11 66.5,
Section 4 56.5; Section 1 47, Section
943;Section 8 34; Section 7 14.5, Sec-
tion 8 34; Section 7 14.5; Section 10
14; PSAL 10; CHSAA 8.
QUARTERFINALS

112— Brandon Lehman (!thaca) dec.
Anthony Riccardi (Bethpage-8), 8-2.

125~ Jake Lamberg (Greene) dec.
Steve Pedicini (East Meadow-8), 4-2.

140 Lee Briggs (Maine-Endwell)
mn:ﬂ‘.}ohn Clark (Canton-Potsdam-

, 1.4,

152— Nate Schneckenberger(War-
saw-5) dec. Matt Telesky (Norwich),
11-8,

180— Duane Thomas (Maine-
Endwell)dec. Nick Sisley (Jamestown-
J), 4-3.

171— Joe Downey (Norwich) dec.
Joe Morrison (Belimore Kennedy-8),

16-10.

189— B.J. Titera (Vestal) dec. Mike
Duman (Freeport-2), 8-2.

220— Greg (Baldwin-8) dec.
Tim Braman {Grun-] 14-4,

275~ Craig Tefft (Oxford) won

rydefault over Duane Woodall (Bald-
winsville-3), 5:27 (Tefft was leading, 9-
1 at the time of the injury)

PRELIMINARIES

96— Shawn Miller (Niskayuna-2)
dec. Josh Ruft (Bainbridge-
Guiltord/Afton), 5-4.

103— Chris Coughnour (Niagara
Falls-6) dec. Dave Blaine (Union-Endi-
coft), 7-3.

112— Brandon Lehman (ithaca) dec.
.nmr:rnyr Simmons (Canandaigua-5), 5-

119- Andrew Azzarelio (St. Peter's-
CHSAA) dec. Travis Granger (B-G/A),
4-3.

125— Jake Lamberg (Greens)

pinned Bob Calabrese (Kellenburg-
CHSAA), 5:44.

130— Brad Rowe (Ripley-6) dec.
Trevor Farley (Susquehanna Valley),
5-0.

135— John DeBarbieri (Portville-6)
dec. Mike Paimieri (Chenango Valley),
6-5.

145— Adam Ventross (Spencerport-
5) dec. John Christopher (Johnson City),
7-6.

160— Duane Thomas (Maine-
Endwell) pinned Jason Storie (Gou-
veneur-10), 5.07.

171— Joe Downey (Norwich) dec.
Adam Trombley (North Adirondack-7),
12-6.

220— Tim Braman (Greene) dec.
Joe Bushey (Pery-7), 7-2.

275~ Craig Tefft (Oxford) dec. Jon
White (Massena-10), 9-1.
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7 wrestlers
in title chase
for Section 4

Strong start
for M-E duo

By ROB CENTORANI
Staff Writer

SYRACUSE —There was
the victorious leap of Maine-
Endwell coach Matt Gal-
lagher after watching Duane
Thomas pull out a 4-3 quar-
terfinal.

There was also the look of
disbelief on the face of John-
son City's John Christopher,
who suffered a heartbreaking
and controversial preliminary
loss.

It'sall part of the New York
State High School Wrestling
Tournament, and Section 4
wrestlers were involved in
both dramatic wins and
E::inful losses Friday at the

nondaga County War
Memorial.

Thomas and M-E feammate -

Lee Briggs were among seven
Section 4 wrestlerstoadvance
to the semifinals, which start
at 10 this morning.

“It’s been a fantastic day,”
Gallagher said. “This means
both guys are assured of plac-
ing, but they're both seniors
and they didn’t come up here
to place.”

Thomas, the Spartans’ 160-
pounder, put forth a beauty
of asix-minute effort todown
Nick Sisley of Jamestown, 4-
3, in his quarterfinal match.

He scored reversals at the
buzzer in the first and second
periods— the latter giving him
a 4-2 lead. He survived a
stalling call in the third peri-
od to win the match.

“It’s a six-minute match, but
it’s also three two-minute peri-
ods and you have to wrestle

for all two minutes. Obvious-
ly, he did that,” Gallaghersaid
of Thomas. “He does not like
to lose.”

Thomas, who faces Bell-
port’s Ryan Newman today
in the semis, added: “The last
few seconds in those periods
were crucial. You can’t stop
wrestling just because there’s
a couple seconds left.”

Briggs powered into the
semis by pinning Canton-
Potsdam’s John Clark in 1:41
of his 140-pound quarterfinal.
Cicero-North Syracuse’s Jeff
Holmes is his semifinal oppo-
nent.

“We make each other bet-
ter,” said Briggs, who works
out with Thomas during M-E
practices.

Onthe otherend of the pen-
dulum was Christopher. He
wrestled brilliantly in build-
ing a 5-1 lead over two peri-

of his 145-pound prelim
against Spencerport’s Adam
Ventress. Protectin E, a6-5lead
in the late going, Christopher
took Ventress to his back and
looked to have scored back
points. But he wasn't award-
ed the takedown, and he did-
n't receive the back points.
Ventress then scored a take-
down, just in bounds, as time
expired for a 7-6 victory.
Christopher, a senior, can
e?ual his third-place showing
of a year ago in wrestlebacks
today.

Chenango Valley 135-
pounder Mike Palmieri also
suffered a tough one-point set-
back against Portville’s John
DeBarbieri in a preliminary
match.

The same fate did not befall
Vestal's B.J. Titera, who

See SECTION 4/Page 5D
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Section 4 advances 7 to semis —

Continued from Page 1D

looked impressive in his 8-2 quar-
terfinal win over Mike Duman of
Carthage at 189.

Titera scored a key takedown in
the third period to go up 5-2, then
usedacradle mﬁ: the match away.
Titera will face Mike Sperandio uf
Somers in today’s semis.

Greene senior Jake Lamber
(125), Oxford senior Craig Tefft

(275), Norwich snghnmﬂre Joe
Downey (171) and Ithaca sopho-
more Brandon Lehman (112) also

advanced to the semifinals.

Section 4 is in the middle of the
pack in the team race, but still has
all 15wrestlers alive to place today.
Section 3 leads with 86.5 points.
Section 4 is in sixth place with 56.5.

Four Section 4 wrestlers lost pre-
liminary matches by one point and

*

another blew an 8-2 lead in losing
a quarterfinal match.

Norwich's Matt Telesky was up
8-2 in his 152-pound quarterfinal
against Nate Schneckenberger of
Warsaw. Schneckenbergersecured
an 11-8 victory when he took
Telesky to his back late in the 152-
pound match.
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7 wrestlers

in title chase

for Section 4

By ROB CENTORANI
Staff Writer

SYRACUSE — Dramatic
wins, painful losses ... they're
all part of the New York State
High School Wrestling Tour-
nament, and Section 4
wrestlers had their share of
both on Friday, the event’s
first day.

Wrestling resumes at 10 this
morning at the Onondaga
County War Memorial, with
seven members from Section
4 still in the hunt for state
championships.

In the dramatic win cate-

ory, Greene senior Jake
Eﬂmberg stole the show.

Lamberg met East Mead-
ow’s Steve Pedicini in a 125-
pound quarterfinal match.

Pedicini, who was unbeat-
en, reversed Lambergtotake
a 2-1 lead early in the third

period.
An by Lamberg with
70 seconds left tied the score

at 2. But Pedicini loeked to
be headed for a takedown
when he shot in and grabbed
Lamberg’'s leg. He flipped
Lamberg over his head, but
Greene's slippery wrestler
hunted for, and eventually
found, one of Pedicini’s legs.

After ascramble, Lamberg
scored a takedown with 30
seconds left and held on for a
4-2 victory.

“Luck,” was Lamberg’s
explanation for his victory that
raised his record to 33-1. “I
was trying to kick his leg back
out and I got it.”

It’s a move Lamberg calls
a funk and it saved him sev-
eral times during the match.

“I have no idea what to
expect (today),” said Lam-
berg, who faces Truman’s
Orie Tongue in the semifinals

this morning. “They don't
know my moves up here and
that helps a lot.”

Oxford’s Craig Tefft and
Norwich’s Joe Downey were
convincing in their twomatch-
es

Tefft, who placed sixth in
the state two years ago at 250,
downed Massena’s Jon White,
9-1, in his first match at 275
and was well on his way toa
convincing quarterfinal vic-
tory when Baldwinsville’s
Duane Woodall had todefault
because of an injury. |
Tefft, a senior, was nearly
impossible to score against,
and hisstrength overwhelmed
both of his opponents. He
faces Brockport’s Mike
O’Keefe in the semifinals.

Downey, asophomore who
placed fourth in the state last
season, was far tooathletic for
both of his opponents, scor-
ing six-point victories over
Northern  Adirondack’s
Adam Trombley and Bell-
more Kennedy's Joe Morri-
son. Downey meets Lock-
port’s Josh States in the 171-
pound semifinal.

A pair of wrestlers from
Maine-Endwell each
advanced to the semifinals.

Spartans’ 160-pounder
Duane Thomas put forth a
beauty of a six-minute effort
to down Nick Sisley of
Jamestown, 4-3, in his quar-
terfinal match.

He scored reversals at thé
buzzer in the first and second
periods—the latter giving him
a 4-2 lead. He survived a
stalling call in the third pen-
od to win the match. '

See SECTION 4/Page 4D
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Section 4 advances seven in semifinals —

Continued from Page 1D

“It’s a six-minute match, but it's
also three two-minute periods and
you have to wrestle for all two min-
utes,” M-E coach Matt Gallagher
said of Thomas. “Obviously, he did
that. He does not like to lose.”

Thomas, who faces Bellport’s
Ryan Newman today in the semis,
added:“The last few seconds in
those periods were crucial. You
can't stop wrestling just because
there’s a couple seconds left.”

- Comingm =

Teammate Lee Briggs powered
into the semis by pinning Canton-
Potsdam's John Clark in 1:41.
Cicero-North Syracuse’s Jeff
Holmes is his semifinal opponent.

“It’s been a fantastic day,” Gal-
laghergaid. “Both guys are assured
0 [_:lacing now, but they're both
seniors and they didn’t come up
there to place.”

Nor did defending state champi-
on Brandon Lehman of Ithaca.

After pulling out a 5-4 preliminary
victory over Canandaigua’s Jimmy

w

Simmon — that victory secured -
when Lehman scored a reversal
with 15 seconds left — Lehman
advanced to the 112-pound semis
with an8-2 victory over Bethpage's
Anthony Riccardi.

Vestal's B.J. Titera looked
impressive in his 8-2 quarterfinal
victory over Carthage's Mike
Duman. He used a patented Vesial
cradle in the third period to secure
his victory. In the semus, he’ll face
Mike Sperandio of Somes.
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Innovative move keeps *
Greene wrestler on top

'By ROB CENTORANI

es all came back to place third.

Staff Writer STATE WRESTLING In all, 12 of the 15 wrestlers

. +.8YRACUSE — By usinga match of his life this section took to the tour-
' 4l ' .+ nament placed in the top five

rand funk, Greene's Jake He's got to be the only kid - 'c /4 b8 d 7-for-8 suc.

mberg managed to railroad
his way into the state finals and
he's been some kind of won-
derful in doing so.
espit:: losing in the 125-
pound championship to Corn-
wall's Paul Paquin, 16-6, Lam-
berg had a tremendous week-
end.
© " Along with Section 4 team-
mates Brandon Lehman of
_Ithaca and Duane Thomas of
Aaine-Endwell each won their
- semifinal matches Saturday in
the, New York State High
_.School Wrestling Tournament.
Heading into Saturday
. night's finals, Lamberg was
Section 4's best story at the
_Alate tournament.
.~ Pnique not nnlf describes
amberg the wrestler, but also
. Lamberg's personality.
- Hissuccess the past twodays
. isdue in part because he's wres-
tled like he's back in Greene's
, asium instead of a packed
m at the Onondaga Coun-
Jty War Memorial.
+r+*1 didn’t take it that seri-
ously,” he said after his final
samatch. “1 was really relaxed.”
.;» Unfazed by the surround-
ings, Lamberg has used a coun-
Aering technique called a funk
1o, down three opponents,
Jinc¢luding an 11-6 semifinal vic-
«tory over Truman's Orie
- Fongue on Saturday morning.
« . +/Asked what he'd do between
.his. semifinal and the finals,
which didn’t start until 9 p.m.
. Saturday, Lamberg said: “I'm
*going back to my hotel and
sleep.”
He's probably the only state
finalist who could manage to
doze off before the biggest

in this tournament who does
not protect his legs at all,”
Greene coach Tim Jenks said
of Lamberg. “He walks out
there and says, “Go ahead,
shoot." *

Lamberg, a senior with a 34-
1 record, allows his opponents
to grab his legs and then he
counters by going after his foe's
legs and rarely gives up take-
downs. Many times, he actu-
ally scores with hisstrategy. It's
funky, and so is Lamberg.
Lehman, Thomas early

Lehman was his typical self
in handing John Case of Hamp-
ton Bays an 8-0 loss in the 112-
pound semifinals. Ithaca’s
sophomore led 2-0 heading into
the third period and thendom-
inated over the final two min-
utes to reach the championship.

He lost 5-4 to Morrisville-
Eaton’s Jody Thomas, a senior,
who also knows his opponent
in the final. Thomas' only loss
in41 matches this season came
against Long Beach's Kevin

,whohe'llmeetinthe
160-pound championship. It
came in the Oneonta Rotary
Tournament. Thomas gave up
four points at the end of regu-
lation for an 8-8 tie. After a
scoreless overtime, Ha
escaped in the final 30-second
overtime to win on criteria.

“I"d like to see him again,”
Thomas said of Haggerty (35-
0) after aSection4 title
last weekend.

Thomas advanced to the
finals with an 8-4 victory over
Bellport’s Ryan Newman.
Bouncing

The four Section 4 wrestlers
who lost their semifinal match-

cess in the consolation round.

M-E’s Lee Briggs, Norwich's
Joe Downey and Oxford's
Craig Tefft each lost tight semi-
final matches and came back
to place third.

Vestal's B.J. Titera did like-
wise, winning his last high
school wrestling match in a
thrilling, 4-3, overtime criteria
win over Carthage's Mike
Duman at 189, Titera secured
a cradle in the third period to
tie the match at 3 and then
escaped in the final 30-second
overtime to win,

Downey lost his 171-pound
semifinal against Lockport’s
Josh States on criteria, but bat-
tled back to take third.

“It was real important for me
toimprove on last season,” said
Downey, whodominated in the
third period of his third-place
match to beat Guilderland’s
Jon Foster, 8-6. “It would have
been a long summer if [ didn’t
improve.”

riggs and Tefft each scored
impressive wins in their third-
place matches as did Johnson
City’s John Christopher, who
wound up his high school
career with four consecutive
wins in wrestlebacks.

For Christopher, JC's onl
three-time Section 4 champi-
on, it was the second straight
year he's finished third,

Union-Endicott’s Dave
Blaine rebounded from a pre-
liminary loss Friday to place
fourth and Susquehanna Val-
ley’'s Trevor Farley, Bain-
bridge-Guilford/Afton’s Travis
Grz:ier and Norwich’s Matt
Telesky all placed fifth,

|'
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Innovative move keeps

*

Greene wrestler on top

By ROB CENTORANI
Staff Writer

SYRACUSE - By using a
rand funk, Greene's Jake
mberg managed to railroad
his wayintothe state finals and
he's been some kind of won-
derful in doing so.

Despite losing in the 125-
pound championship to Corn-
wall’s Paul Paquin, 16-6, Lam-
berg had a tremendous week-

s end.

Along with
Section4 team-
mates Bran-
| don Lehman of
Ithaca and
Duane Thomas
of Maine-
Endwell, each
won their semi-
final matches
but lost their finals on Satur-
day inthe New York State High
School Wrestling Tournament.

Unique not only describes
Lamberg the wrestler, but also
hiﬂxmnnlily.

is success the past two days
is due in part because he has
wrestled like he is back in
Greene's gymnasium instead
of a packed house at the
Onondaga County War
Memorial.

“I didn’t take it that seri-
ously,” he said after his final
match. “I was really relaxed.”

Unfazed by the surround-
ings, Lamberg has used a coun-
tering technique called a funk

STATE WRESTLING

to down' three opponents,
including an 11-6 semifinal vic-
tory over Truman's Orie
Tongue on Saturday morning.

Asked what he would do
between his semifinal and the
finals, which didn’t start until
Y r.m. Saturday, Lamberg said:
“I'm gninp back to my hotel
and sleep.”

He's probably the only state
finalist who could manage to
doze off before the biggest
match of his life.

“He's got to be the only kid
in this tournament who does
not protect his legs at all,”
Greene coach Tim Jenks said
of Lamberg. “He walks out
there and says, ‘Go ahead,
shoot,” *

Lamberg, a senior with a 34-
| record, allows his opponents
to grab his legs and then he
counters by going after his foe's
legs and rarely gives up take-
downs. Many times, he scores
with his strategy. It’s funky,
and so is Lamberg.
Bouncing

The four Section 4 wrestlers
who lost theirsemifinal match-
es all came back to place third.

Section4 had 7-for-8 success
in the consolation round.

M-E’s Lee Briggs, Norwich's
Joe Downey and Oxford’s
Craig Tefft each lost tight semi-
final matches and came back
to place third.

Vestal's B.J. Titera did like-
wise, winning his last high
school wrestling match in a
thrilling, 4-3, overtime criteria
win over Carthage's Mike
Duman at 189, Titera secured
a cradle in the third period to
tie the match at 3 and then
escaped in the final 30-second
overtime to win.

Downey lost his 171-pound
semifinal against Lockport’s
Josh States on criteria, but bat-
tled back to take third.

“It wasrealimportant for me
toimprove on last season,” said
Downey, who dominatedin the
third period of his third-place
match to beat Guilderland’s
Jon Foster, 8-6, “It would have
been a long summer if [ didn’t
improve.”

Briggs and Tefft eachscored
impressive wins in their third-
place matches as did Johnson
City’s John Christopher, who
wound up his high school
career with four consecutive
wins in wrestlebacks.

For Christopher, JC's only
three-time Section 4 champi-
on, it was the second straight
year he’s finished third.

Union-Endicott’s Dave
Blaine reboun: ed from a pre-
liminary loss Friday to place
fourth and Susquehanna Val-
ley’'s Trevor Farley, Bain-
bridge-Guilford/Afton’s Travis
Granger and Norwich's Matt
Telesky all placed fifth.
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SPORTS 1@
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Binghamton woman rolls Press re_cord/SI"‘;'Q-i
Broome CC women win playoff game/5F

Ll

Questions? Call 798-1191/800-365-0077 between 3 and 10 p.m.

Charlie Jaworski is the Executive Sports Editor

Sect. 4 wrestlers blanked

Section
team 1S
second

By ROB CENTORANI
Staff Writer

SYRACUSE — For the
first time since 1989, Section
4 did not crown an individual
champion but still managed
to take second in the team
race thanks tosome huge suc-
cess in the wrestlebacks.

Three wrestlers from Sec-

tion 4 made it
to the New
York State
high school }
mg cham-
pionships Sat- |
urday night at
a jammed-
packed Ononda-
ga County
War Memor-
1al.
Butseniors Duane Thomas
of Maine-Endwell High, Jake
Lamberg of Greene and Itha-
ca sophomore Brandon
Lehman came upshortin their
attempts for a state title.
Thomas, wrestling in the

160-pound final
against Long
Beach’s Kevin

Haggerty, was
beaten 8-5.

Haggerty, who
cefeated Thomas
9-8 in the final
of the Oneon- o
ta Rotary o
tournament Lamberg
earlier this season, took away
Thomas’™ offense weapons
while registering four take-
downs.

“He did a great job,” M-E
coach Matt Gallagher said of
Haggerty (36-0), who is the
only wrestler to beat Thomas

(37-2) this season.
“They met before so (Hag-
gerty) knew what to expect.”
Thomas had success all
tournament scoring reversals
from the bottom position, but
had no such luck in the final.
“A year and a half ago he

had a broken wrist and only

had eight victories,” Gal-
lagher said of Thomas. “Two
years later he is wrestling for
a state title. It's amazing.”

A buzzsaw by the name of
Paul Paquin ended Lamberg’s
hopes for a state title, 16-6.
But Lamberg did not let the
setback diminish his accom-
plishments this weekend.

“I had a goal of winning the

Section 4 title this season and
I made it to the state finals,”
said Lamberg. who finishes
with a 37-2 record. “It was a
great weekend.”

Paquin (42-0) won his sec-
ond straight state champi-
onship, He wassimplytooath-
letic for Lamhcr 2.

“Definitely,” was Lam-
berg's reply when asked if
Paquin was the best athlete
he has ever faced.

“He kept going and going.™

The maitch was tied at 2
earlyin the second period, but
got rolling soon after Paquin
took Lambergto his back late
in the period for a 9-3 lead.

Lehman will have to wait

for his second state title. In
the 112-pound final, he'le} a
lhreq-.:-lpuint second-period

lead slip away losing 5-4 to
Morrisville-Eaton’s -Jody
Avery. Py

“Ithought he wrestledwell,
but | think he could wrestle
better,” Ithaca coach- Jdel
Lamson of Lamberg. “But,
hey, second in the s’mle isnot
that bad. | am sure there are

a lot of sophomores who
uuuld love to be in his pnm
tion.”

B Greene's Lambe
adjusts, Page 7F.
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SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & SUN-BULLETIN
Maine-Endwell High's Duane Thomas feels the pain of a

takedown administered by Long Beach's Kevin Haggerty
during their 160-pound title match in the state high school
wrestling championships in Syracuse. Haggerty defeated
Thomas on Saturday night, 8-5.
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Wrestlers

are blanked

Section 4
1S second

By ROB CENTORANI
Staff Writer

SYRACUSE — For the
first time since 1989, Section
4 did not crown an individual
champion but still managed
to take second in the team
race thanks to huge success
in the wrestlebacks.

Three wrestlers from Sec-
tion4 made it tothe New York
State High School Wrestling
Championships Saturday
night at a jammed-packed
Onondaga County War
Memorial.

But seniors Duane Thomas
of Maine-Endwell High, Jake
Lamberg of Greene and Itha-
ca sophomore Brandon
Lehman came up short in
their attempts for a state title.

Twelve of Section 4’s 15
wrestlers placed in the top
five, including five who placed
third.

“It shows this section has a

lot of heart,

heavyweight Craig Tefft was
one of those third-place fin-
ishers.

“Itsays a lot for those guys
to come back and place.”

Thomas, wrestling in the %

" said Oxford - ,
coach Kevin Gallagher whose |

160-pound final against Long .

Beach’s Kevin Haggerty, was
beaten, 8-5. Haggerty, who
defeated Thomas 9-8 in the :

final of the Oneonta Rotary
tournament earlier this sea-
son, took away
offensive weapons while reg-
istering four takedowns.

“He did a great job,” M-E "

Thomas'

coach Matt Gallagher said of °

Haggerty (36-0), who is the
only wrestler to beat Thomas
(37-2) this season.

“They met before so (Hag- -

gerty) knew what to expect.”

Thomas had success all
tournamentscoring reversals
from the bottom position, but

See SECTION 4/Page 7F
B Greene's Lamberg“
adjusts, Page 7F.
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Section 4 washes out —

Continued from Page 1F

had no such luck in the final.

“A year and a half ago he
had a broken wrist and only
had eight victories,” Gallagher
said of Thomas. “Two years
later he is wresthng for a state
title. It’s amazing.’

A buzzsaw by the name of
Paul Paquin ended Lamberg'’s
hopes for a state title, 16-6, at
125 pounds. Lamberg did not
let the setback diminish his
accomplishments this week-
end.

“I had a goal of winning the
Section 4 title this season and
I made it to the state finals,”
sald Lamberg, who finishes
with a 37-2 record. “It was a
great weekend.”

Paquin (42-0) won his sec-
ond straight state champi-

onship. He was simply too ath-
letic for Lamberg.
“Definitely,” was Lamberg's
reply when asked if Paquin was
the best athlete he has ever
: faced.
“Ie

gumg

going.”
The match

was tied at 2
§ carlyinthesec-
y ond period.
Paquin took

kept
a:?d

Lamberg to his
back late in the
period for a 9-3 lead.

Lehman will have to wait if
he is to win a second state title,
In the 112-pound final, he let
a three-point second-period
lead slip away losing 5-4 to
Morrisville-Eaton's  Jody
Avery. i

*

“I thought he wrestled well,
but I think he could wrestle
better,” Ithaca coach Joel
Lamsonsaid of Lamberg. “But,
hey, second in the state is not
that bad. I am sure there are a
lot of sophomores who would
love to be in his position.”

A takedown with 38 seconds
left by Avery snapped a 3-all
tie.

Lehman, who won a 105-
pound state title last season,
escaped with six seconds left
and nearly followed it with a
takedown but it occurred just
out of bounds.

It was Lehman’s lone loss in
40 matches this season.

Section 3 won the title and
Section 4 was second, both for
the second straight vear.
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High school
W IOI.II'M'I'IIII

Eulmull of the New York State High
hool Wrestiing Tournament held Sat-
urday at the Onondaga County War
Memorial in Syracuse
Sectional team results: Section 3 (Cen-
tral New York) 238'%; Section 4 (South-
em TmLIDD Section 11 (Suffolk) 172;
Eilnam Valley) 166, Section
apital 154; SucﬁmeWu:t
lmHqum:il 143%; Section9 cmmf
129; Saction 8 [Hlm] 115;
S T
rence) 32; Catholic HSAA 15; Pub-
lic School Athletic League {New York City)

8.
CHAMPIONSHIPS

96— Rocco Mansuetto (Middietown-
B}dﬂ Aaron Hiudzenski (Watertown-3),

m— P Mansuetto {Middietown-9)
efferman um: -3), 4-2

11!—- Joﬂy Avery (Morrisville-Eaton-3) - |

dnl EMnLal'lmn thaca-4) 5-4.
119— Jesse Jantzen (Shoreham-Wad-

H L}O” Packy Burke (Cooper-
Fnil [colnlﬂ-ljda! Jake

R iyt e
.,._% s

mmccmm

def. Stan
), 7-4
F et
over
%ﬂm -8), 22-7 (4:53)

Beach-8
Eﬁl DI.III'II Thblm ndwell-4
171— Dan Perry (New Hanlum-:l} def

fl.lh—s[ti‘ﬁ“ m}aommm-zzapmntd

g %%Wl}ﬂ Kris

(Wyandanch-11)

def. HII:. O'Keele [Bmﬂpon-ﬁg 2-1
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