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UR's Vic Barnhart wasn't on top for long. RIT's Tom Pearce won via a pin.



Small in Stature,

But Big in Talent

By LARRY BUMP
D&C Sportswriter

Tonight's finals may be an-
ticlimatic after the first
weight class in the New York
State Intercollegiate Invitgs
tional Wrestling Champlon-
ships at Rochester Institute of
Technology.

In that match, it will be, or
at least everyone assumes it
will be, The Champ against
The Staller. They are this
tournament’s answer to night
and*day in appearance and
style.

The Champ Iis Brockport
State's Bruce Biondi. Unless a
little thing such as a semifinal
opponent gets in the way, he
will wrestle Geneseo State's
Al Solomon in the 118-pound
final at 8:30.

It figures as one of the top
match-ups in the 16-team
event, even though Solomon
never has beaten Biondi.

Not many people have
beaten The Champ since he
started wrestling competi-
tively in the sixth grade. He
was 14-0 in dual meets this
season, and is State Univer-
sity of New York Athletic
Conference champion (having
beaten Solomon, 6-1, last
week) and defending National
Collegiate Athletic Association
titleholder.

‘““‘He is extremely quick, and
strong, too,” Solomon says of
his probable opponent. *“He
just sets his moves, then hits
you. He' a very good wrestler.

“We're like two extremes.
Most of my matches are low-
scoring. I just try to keep the
lead. He scores high because
he's not afraid to try things.
Sometimes it costs him points,
but not often,’”” continues Solo-
mon, 5-foot-6, who normally
weighs about 122.

Biondi is 52'c and weighs
130-132 during the off-season.
He's shorter and more muscu-
lar than Solomon, whose only
loss was to The Champ.

Biondi is confident and cer-
tain he has the psychological
edge. “He's really going to be
cautious. He'll be psyched
out, so he's not going to be
ready. I think he just keeps
on hoping he can beat me.

“Any wrestler who tells you
he's not scared before a
match, though, is a lar. 1
could get caught as easily as
, anybody. I'll have to watch
myself. 1 may have the edge
over him, but I'll have to use
it.

“He’s a staller. He's a hard
man to beat with big scores
because of the way he wres-

tles. It's hard to wrestle a
guy like that. Because of the
score, it makes me look not
as good.”

The 5-3 decision he won
from  Solomon, defending
champion in this tournament
in the Brockport-Geneseo dual

meet bothered him particu-
larly. Brockport did not com-
pete in this event last year,
Biondi refutes the nolion
that he gives up leverage be-
cause he is shorter than most
of his opponents. “A lot of
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guys will tell you for my size
I have a hell of a lot of lever-
age. And I rarely meet any-
one with my strength at 118.
At 126 I have to use more

UR Moves
In 2d Half

For Victory

Special to the D&C

POTSDAM — Clarkson's
Joe Wurz edged the Univer-
sity of Rochester's Gordon
Turner, 31-28, in an individual
scoring duel, but Turner got
more help as the Yellowjack-

ability, and depend on my
moves."

Both Biondi and Solomon

face potentially tough oppo-
nents in the 1 p.m. semifinals.
Biondi meets Binghamton
State's Bill Keefe, 8-3 in dual
meets this season, and Solo-
mon takes on Union's Mark
Zullo, 12-2, ,
Another potential toughie at
118, Ithaca's Dave Klein-
felder, the Independent Col-
lege  Athletic Conference
champion, isn't competing.
His coach, Mike Greene, says,
“A lot of our men decided the
season had lasted long
enough. Besides, his parents
didn't want him wrestling at
118 because it would take too
much out of him.”

A couple of guys named
Biondi and Solomon might
have taken quite a bit out of
him. '
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