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Touzin
places
fourth

WRESTLING: Surin,
Faist excel for Canty's

East Ramapo squad

ANTHONY PINCIARO
The Journal News
.. SYRACUSE — They've
known each other and
worked out with each other
since they were freshmen at
Hamapo and yesterday,
Marcus Surin, Rob Faist
and Joe Touzin closed out
an. excellent season for vet-
eran coach Tom Canty.
‘Touzin placed fourth at
215 pounds, and Surin and
Faist_each took fifth at 160
aII:l 189, respectively, in the
annual New York State
¢ High School Wres-
Chmnpmnstupa at the
Omndaga County War Me-

Nanuet junior Ryan
Conklin finished sixth at 135
and Suffern junior
Bart Seeman also took sixth,
at 275 pounds,
. Mahopac’s Joe Mazzurco
wmtheon]ySecuunlcham
pion, winning at 152 pounds.
He won by criteria against
Section 11-Islip’s Mike Pa-
trovich. Mazzurco and Patro-
vich- 'were tied 1-1 after
three periods and overtime.

Jesse Jantzen, a senior
145-pounder from Shore-
ham-Wading River of Sec-
tion ‘11, won his unprece-
dented fourth state title and
157th consecutive match.

“l can't believe it's all
over,” said Surin, who was
overcome with emotion as
he received a congratulatory
hug from teammate and
classmate Alex Hampton.
“Even though it didn't go
the way I wanted 1 won my
last match which is not

something many seniors can

- "To close out our senior
years by all placing means a
lot to us and coach Canty,”
Faist said “We're very
grateful to have a coach like
him hecause without him we
wouldn’'t have been able to
do this.

“One of the coaches s.md

1-Sarance,
bounced back to cap his
brilliant career with a pin, at
445, of Steven Marcano
from the Public School Ath-
letic ' League-Truman. Faist
posted a 7-5 decision over
Chris Gadway of Section 7-
Beekmantown in his final
match. John Gregg of Sec-
tion 2-LaSalle pinned Tou-
zin in the third-place conso-
lation final.

Im very proud of
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East Ramapo's Marcus Surin (right) contends with Saranac's Mike Douglas during a 160-
pound semifinal match yesterday in the state championships at the Onondaga War Memorial
Auditorium in Syracuse. Douglas won 7-2 to advance to the finals.

YESTERDAY'’S RESULTS

day results from the annual New
s e
in Syracuse:
TE" Joe ) by criferia
Mike Patrovich (Section 11-I
Semifinals
152 - Joe Marzurco (Mahopac) pin. Geolf
Selleck (Section 5-Rush-Henriefta), 244 180 -
Mike Msé&dlm r-sarn:imm
Marcus Surin (East Ramapo). 10-2.
Consolation
15 - Jon Gregg (Section 2-LaSalle) pin. Joe
Touzin (East Ramapo), 417
Fifth-sixth-place
H~PHLID?'HIEIHMFU*!CM]H¢
Raul Ortiz (Sleepy . 5-0; 135 - Rory

lm 4- Afton),
= Leon Henry ( Tnnrm] dec.
& 135 - Conk-

El'm (Sleepy Hollow), 7-5
m.‘.‘.m Gec. Ryan Meons (Section -
"B.7: 140 - Jason Jones (Section 9-Port

Sorval dec. Pat Beckiey (Arfineton), 12-16
15 - Mall YorkosKi (Secton 3-Johson Ci)

them,” Canty said. “They did
a helluva job. When you can
take three boys and they all
place in the state it's a great
feeling. It was such a plea-
sure to work with them.”
Faist, who lost a heart-
breaker to Mike Gerstl of
Section 9-Minisink Valley in
the final seconds Friday, re-
bounded to win three of four
matches and place fifth.

“A lot of guys would
have given up after that,”
said Faist referring to his
loss to Gerstl. “That made
me work harder and wrestle
for pride.

“I knew what to expect
from the beginning concern-
ing what type of tournament
this was. We had good, solid
sectional team practices (o

get me physically prepared
for this."

Ironically, Surin met Fa-
ist through baseball and
Touzin while at football
camp. “I broke my ankle
and Joe helped me get
through it and we just
clicked,” Surin said.

Seeman came back from
his opening-day loss to win
two matches - over Javin
Watson of Section 3-Mexico
and Matt Keem of Section 6
Iroquois - to advance to the
consolation medal round.
Seeman placing was an ac-

all year because of this so I
had to try and not make any
mistakes.

“I thought I wrestled
well against the big guys.
The last two matches I lost |
made costly mistakes. When
these guys get on top of you
there’s nothing much you
can do. Coming into the
season my goal was to win
the section and place in
states. I'm glad that hap-
pened and hopefully I can
improve on my sixth-place
finish last year."

Conklin posted two im-
pressive wins to earn a
berth in the consolation
medal round. He controlled
Noah Kieb of Section 3-Ful-
ton, 118, then decisioned
Ryan Megan of Section 2-
Salem, 8-7. Conklin took To-
bias down in the final 20
seconds to get the win.,

Sleepy Hollow's Raul Or-
tiz was the other sectional
place-finisher - sixth at 96
pounds,

When the referee’s coin
landed on green, Mahopac's
Joe Mazzurco knew he

wasn't to be kept down yes-
terday.

Following six minutes of
regulation and two minutes
of overtime in the 152-pound
title match at the New York
State Public High School
Wrestling Championships
with undefeated Mike Patro-
vich of Section 11-Islip, the
score was tied at 1-1. Maz-
zurco won the toss, allowing
him to pick bottom in the
30-second second session.

All he had to do was
escape from bottom and he
would be the New York
State champion. However, if
Patrovich held him down,
Patrovich would prevail.

Mazzurco didn't take
long to extricate himself
Seven seconds after the dou-
ble overtime session started,
Mazzurco was up, out and
the state champion, winning
by criteria.

Mazzurco is the first Ma-
hopac state finalist since
family friend John Degl won
the 1991 177-pound crown,
defeating current Penn
State assistant coach Kerry
McCoy. Mazzurco, who fin-
ished the season 40-1 and is
now 151-20 for his career, is
also the first Section 1 state
champion since current Illi-
nois red-shirt sophomore
Grif Powell claimed the
152-pound title and most
outstanding wrestler honors
in 1997.

“I was hoping that 1
would win the toss to get the
pick in eriteria,” said Maz-
zurco, sipping a bottle of
water and wearing his trade-
mark Hofstra Wrestling
sweatshirt. “To tell you the
truth I was thinking the
worst that il he won the toss
and picked down 1 would
have to ride him.”

Patrovich escaped from
bottom to start the second
period, and Mazzurco only
needed two seconds to get
gzl and begin the third peri-

Facing Patrovich sur-
prised Mazzurco. He was
expecting to meet Nick Rau-
senberger of Section 9-New-
burgh in the final. It was
Rausenberger who handed
Mazzurco his lone loss — 5-1
in January — but Patrovich
handed Rausenberger a 10-6
loss in the semis.
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