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Wrestling Season Successful One

The wrestling season came

a close on a very happy
note. Saturday, March 8. Tony
Backus, Livonia‘s 138 Ib. cham-

1

pion. placed second in the
New York State wrestling tour-
nasium. With all eleven sec-
nasium., With all elevel sec-
1ions that make up New York
R|wate, being represented with
their individual champions,
Tony was able 10 wrestle all
the way to the f{inals before

being defeated.

Tne tournament sitarted on
Friday night before a ‘stand-
ing-1room-only crowd of about
four thousand, Tony drew a
byve in the preliminaries. On
Saturday. before anather sell-
out gyvm, he defeated Tom Rust
of Kenmore East Section VI,
by the scoreof 6-2. In the semi-
{inals. Tony defeated Ron Mec-
Tanney of Owego High Schoaol.
Section IV. 6-4.

Tony lost a tough match in
the finals to Jim Henning of
Wantaugh High School in Long
Island by a score of 4.2,

Only two boys from all of
Section V havte ever finished
higher than Tony in the three
vears of state competition.
Tony is a senior and his leav-
ing will be a great blow to the
wrestling team. He holds most
of the records at Livonia and
mast of Livingston County.

He was the first Livingston
County wrestler to win the
Section V A and B champion-
ship. Tony has won the countv
championship the past three
vears: he has been unbeaten
in the last 50 dual meets*and
this year won the Jefferson
Christmas tournament.

The Livonia Bulldogs wrest.
ling team finished the season
with &4 7-T record and ended up

earing Down
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in: fifsh place in the twelve-team
Livingston Counity League.
They finished fourth in the
county tournament.

In the county tournament
Kirk Mason finished second in
tne 143 1b. class, John Kemp,
third in the 138 lb. class, and
Eric Durkee. fourth in the 127
1b, class.

Other seniors  whose loss
will be felt ars; Tim Wingate
with a record of 9-1, Kirk Mas.
on, 10-2-1, and John Kemp 8-5.
Livonia will loose 1Iis two
heavyweights. Jim Bodine and
Rick Greene,

Prospects are bright for next
yvear with the return oi Jefi
Wingate, who {inished fourth
in the county JV tournament;
Dave Coe, Jim Simpson, Bil
Littear, Jerry Nettnin, Gary
Copeland, Jerry and John Hill,
Dave Carpeuaier, Eric Durkee.
Jim Foy, Mike Miles. Kam
Mason, who finished fourth in
JV tournament, Roy Beecher,
who finished first in JV 1wour-
namaem, Robin Maloney.. Walt
Godirey, Jein Olsen who fin-
ished {irst in JV tournament,
John Bedine and Jack Allen.
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