A big night for the small schools

Classes Cthrough AA walking tall

after wrestling qualifier success

By LARRY BUMP

DA&C Spertswriter

It was a night for the little guys at
Fairport High School. It even had Bob
Button and John Cosentino as excep-
tions that proved the rule.

Smaller schools in Classes C through
AA earned nine state wrestling tourna-
ment berths, to five for Class AAA
schools, in qualifying finals last night
before a crowd of 2,000. The top three
wrestlers at each weight from the five
“sectional classes were wrestling to deter-
mine a state representative.

And the most intriging of the 14 who
qualified was the smallest and youngest,
Canandaigua Academy eighth-grader

Marty King.
A power failure delayed the finals’

start 55 minutes, to 8:10. Then King
became Section 5's first state qualifier
this year and the section's second
eighth-grader in history (Spencerport’s
T..J. Mincer was the other) to qualify for
the state meet.

King (22-4) frustrated, dominated and
decisioned  Franklin junior Clarence
Brown, 9-4. He was one of four Canan-
daigua wrestlers, including his brother
Matt, to qualify for the state champion-
ships Friday and Saturday in Syra-
cuse. ]

Strange as it may seem, Marty King
has more wrestling experience than
Brown, who's three years ahead of him in
school.

“My dad pushes me.” explained King;
whose family moved from Honeoye to
Canandaigua to take advantage of Wel-
don Canough’s superior wrestling pro-

gram there. I go to tournaments all over, .
Nebraska and lowa, every Saturday.

That's more fun than varsity.
“My three brothers are wrestlers. We

have a mat at home and we practice all,

-~

the time on that.”

This: year's qualifier seemed to indi-
cate having a wrestling brother is a big -
factor in a champion’s success.

Penfield’s Larry Kane (31-0-1) won a
16-0 decision tfrom Spencerport’s Andy
Kongarek for the 105-pound title. Kane
said working with his brother, Chris, has
hel him. It apparently has helped

omore Chris Kane as well. He con-
timued to close in on Section 5 112-pound
champ Tony Cotroneo (34-0) of Ironde-
qnoiL Cotroneo, a 3-0 winner over Kane

r the AAA title, beat him in the qualif'-
; finals, 6-4.°

Pittsford Mendon 155-pounder Rlck '

(ase fell short of the finals, but his

{brother Mike Kase (32-0) won the 98-
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Eighth-grader Marty King of Canandaigua waited out blackout in Fairport before winning match.
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pound title by pinning Canandaigua's
Joe Ricciotti in 3:41 to repeat the previ-
ous wéek's AA final victory.

“If it wasn't for my brother, I wouldn't
be here,” Mike Kase said. “He teaches me
everything in practice. | have another
brother who transferred to Brockport
State when we came up from Florida this
year, and he d me, too.

“I was a little ‘ous when we started
the match. [ was all ready to go and then
the lights went out (at 7:04) and we
thought we were going to*have to come
back tomorrow and wrestle.”

Section 5 wrestling chairman Walt
Teike decided that the matches
shouldn’t start with a few emergency
lights casting dim light on the mats and
that a decision would be made by 8:30
At 8, Teike declared the matches would
start as soon as all the spectators were
seated, and as that was happening, the
lights went on.

After Marty King and Mike Kase won,
Monroe County's Class AAA teams took
their turn in the spotlight. First Larry
Kane and €otroneo won, then hometown
favorite Bob Arao (22-1) of Fairport
avenged his only loss by decisioning
Irondequoit's Tim Lehmann, 6-2. Spen-

cerport's Trevor Graham (11 1) upheld
the county's honor in the night's closest
match, a 3-1 overtime decision over East
Rochester's Mike Kuhn at 126

Then Canandaigua junior 132
pounder Matt King (30-1 1) made Pen
field's Rich Battoglia the 102nd victim of
his career, 8-2. Class (" Bolivar's Rick
Gould (33-0) then nipped ER's Joe
Walczak at 138, 4.3, and Canandaigua’s
Mike Reho (28-4-1) took 4 1 0 avertime
decision from lrondequoit’s Paul Sala
mone at 145.

In last week's AAA 150 pound finals,
Gates-Chili's Dave Silipini (27 0 1) had
avoided the bad knee of Cireece Arca
dia’s Jeff Smith, who limped and lost a
H-2 decision. This time, S
2.0 lead in the second

ipini took a
penod, when

Smith was forced to detanlt hecause of
the knee injury
When the bhig wrestlors (167250

pounds) came out, so dud
schools. Bill Hadsell (28 0 ot Canandm
gua whipped Kendall's St McFarland
at 167, 9-0. Livonia's Ron kidder (33 0)

the smaller

eliminated the last AAA Lope Greece
Athena's Joe Prestiginconio, w2
Then Newark's Buttan 42 0), who

finished second in the state last vear at

215, made short work ot Flhn's Dave

Williams. Williams spent enough time
on his back but not on the mat to trail,
9.0, hefore Button pinned him in 2:34.
Then Geneva's Cosentino (26-4) turned
in the night's fastest pin, over Canandai-
gun's Joe Kuras in 1:19.

“I wasn't planning on coming this far
this vear,” Cosentino admitted. | was
the first from our school to come this far.
I set the school’s pin record (with 20) this
~enson It used to be 147

Arao said he has been looking forward
to the state meet “for a long time.” He
wus unbheaten until the AAA finals, when
he took a blow to the head and defaulted
to Lehmann after two periods of a acore-
less tie. They worked their way back into
the qualifying  finals  against  each
other

His strategy was o keep the acore,
down " Arao said. *If he could keep it 0.0,
he figured he could get out from
under

When | get to the states, I'm sure
there'll be one kid from Long [sland who
beat me three times over the summer.”
\raovsaid. “Yes, | like the challenge. The
pressure’s on the other guy ©

Ciraham, who also won the AAA title in
overtime, had his second straight chff
hanger
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91 pounds — Marty King (Canandaigua)
deé. Clarence Brown (Franklin), 9-4; 9
Mike Kase (Pittstord Mendon) pinned Joe
Ricciotti (Canan), 3:41; 105 — Larry Kane
(Penfieid) dec. Andy Komarek (Spencer-
port), 16-0; 112 — Tony Cotroneo (Ironde-
qQuoit) dec. Chris Kane (Pen), 6-4; 119 —
Bob Arao (Fairport) dec. Tim Lehmann
(Ir&Y), 8-2; 126 — Trevor Graham (Spence)
dec, Mike Kuhn (East Rochester), 3-1,
overtime; 132 — Matt King (Canan) dec
Rich Battoghia (Pen), 8-2; 138 — Rick
Gould (Bolivar) dec. Jos Walczyk (ER), 4-3;
145 — Mike Reho (Canan) dec. Paul Sala-
mone (Iron), 3-0, overtime; 155 — Dave
Silipini (Gates-Chili) won over Jeft Smith
(Greece Arcadia) by default: 167 — Bill
Hadsell (Canan) dec. Stu McFarland (Ken-
datl), 8-2; 177 — Ron Kidder (Livonia) dec.
Joe Prestigiacomo (Greece Athena), 9-2;
215 — Bob Button (Newark) pinned Dave
Wiliams (Elba), 2:34; 250 — John Cosen-
tho’ (Geneva) pinned Joe Kuras (Canan),
1:19.
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The mt and dbvorl witl
represent Section 5 in the Mar. 7-8 state -
meet at West Point,

*-m mediey relsy — Fairpbrt
(Doug , Kurt Hebert, Tom Goetz, Dave
Pearce) 1:41.064; 200 freestyle — 1. Rich
Sm (Penfield) 1:42.993 (meet record), |
2 Leenhouts (Webster Schroeder)
1:47.114; 200 individusl mediey — 1.
Bruce Harvey (Newark) 2:03.798, 2. Brian
Shaw (Penfieid) 2:05.798; 80
1 nyan Hitchcock (Greece Athena) 22. 30

Peel (Faifport) 22.47; Diving — 1.

(Pittsford Sutheriand) 425.15, 2.
Joﬂ Ho‘dcn (Avon) 376.85; 100 butterfly —
1. Jim Booden (Sutheriand) 53.708 (meet
record), 2. Paul (Webster Thomas)
56.054; 100 frees — 1. Rich Siepka
(Athena) 49.310, 2. Tom DuBois (Rush-

. Henrletta Sperry) 49.465; 500 freestyle —

1. Leenhouts 4:50.156, 2. Tim Schaeberle
(Alfred-Almond) 4:54.352; 100 backstroke
— 1. Saeger 54.183 (meet record), 2. Tim
Brewer (Spencerport) 57.972; 100 breest-
stroke — 1. Pete Dodson (Spencerport)
1:02.692, 2. Todd Kraft (Thomas) 1:03.363;
400 relsy — Penfield (Bob Geier,
Lance Jugle, Shaw, S )3 17.692
BOYS’
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Team Scoring: Fairport 47'%4, Monroe
32'4, Franklin 29, McQuaid 27, Pentieid
16. Spencerport 13 Aquinas 11 Arinhton





