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WRESTLERS COMPETE ¥

IN STATE QUALIFIER

Four Lake Shore Wrestlerswere
among 208 boys who gathered at
Sweet Home last Friday and Satur=-
day in hopes of gaining a berth on
the Section VI team that will rep-
resent western New York in the
state meet at Syracuse this week-
end. When the two-day sessionwas
over, 13 wrestlers remained and
were awarded Section VI cham-
pionships.

Unfortunately, no Lake Shore
boys will make the Syracuse trip,
but one came very close. Heavy-
weight Paul Stebbins, a junior, was
pinned by Lewiston-Porter’s Tom

Blinco in the finals after he had

won three matches in fine style.
Paul whipped Division II sectional
champ Jim Wutz of Williamsville
North, 14-0; Division I champ
John Kunert of Maryvale by a pin;
and Division VIII champ Dana Lin-
derman of Franklinville, 8-2. Sen-
iors Steve Funnell and Paul Stepan-~
kowski finished very successful
careers, by placing third among
tough competition. Funnel]l, at 112
1bs. defeated Ripley’s Earl Skinner,
11-1 and Kenmore-East’sJoe
Palmieri, 6-4 to advance to the
semi-finals where he met Pio-
neer’s Mike Arnold, two-time state
meet competitor, andwas pinnedin
the second period. He then wenton
to defeat Kurt Faulkner of Fal-
coner inthe consolation round, 2-0.

Stepankowski, wrestling at 177
Ibs., defeated two sectional champs
on his way to the semi-finals. Vic
defeated Williamsville-North’s
Brent Werner, 3-2 and Niagara-
Wheatfield’s Russ Koithan, 6-3.
Dick Gernatt, of Gowanda, then
beat him 4-1. Vic took third by
winning a forfeit over Maple
Grove’s Bill Spencer.

Tom Wood, Lake Shore’s fine
sophomore 98 pounder, also showed
very well. Tom decisioned Niaga-
ra-Wheatfield’s Nick Perry, 2-0,
in the first round, but then was
pinned by Falconer’s Mike Ogni-
bene. Ognibene, unbeaten this year,
was voted by the competing wrest-
lers as the outstanding wrestler of
the tournament.

Coach Backus was quite pleased
with the Eagles’ showing. ‘““Never
before has a Lake Shore team done
this well in tournament competi~
tion. Coach Muscato and myself
are thrilled at this year?’s resulis
and look forward tonext season for
even bigger and better things.”
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Wrestlers Compete in State Qualifier. Evans (Angola, NY) Journal, Thursday, March 7, 1974.




