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GYM LOSS PLACED AT $2,000,000

Archbold Building at University Razed in Early Mornlng Fire

BY COLLIN WESCHKE
. Archbold gymnasium, home of Syracuse uni-
versity athletics for almost four decades, was
only a memory today after a raging early morn-
ing fire, which spread with amazing speed, left
only walls standing yesterday,

The biggest fire in the history of the school
caused loss cstimated by Chancellor William P,
Tolley at $2.000,000 and resulted in injury to one
fireman.

-Fireman John Russell of Engine 2 was
struck in the abdomen and knocked temporarily

f

unconscious by a burst hose line. He was treated
at Crouse-Irving hospital and sent home.
The fire, whn:h had completely enveloped

the rear of the structure, was discovered by a

night watchman Claude Guill, only two-and one-
half hours after he had made his nightly check
thru the building. Guill told firemen he had gone
thru the gymnasium. about 3.30 a. m. Tl:'at alarm
was turned in at 6.03.
Distniet Chief Leo Pacheck turned in a 3-3
eneral alarm when he arrived on the scene, and
eputy Chief William J. Connelly turned in a

speclal alarm when he arrived and found that
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extra. manpower was needed to save the nearby
Carnegie library building.

Firemen found an arch of fiame extending
from the gymnasium across to the library and
guickly threw up a wall of wateyr between the two
structures.

Men were stationed on the library roof and
in the building to check for falling embers and
windows cracked and brolken by the intense heat.

Sims hall co-eds served hot coffee to five-
men, who battled flames in near zero tempera-
tures. Twenty-one companies, nearly 150 men,
fnught the bld,—se
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The structure was considered a total loss
when apparatus arrived and firemen concen-
trated efforts .in the front of the building to save
valuable trophies and records extending back to
the days when the university was fﬂunded

A favorable wind from the northwest saved
other hill buildings from a similar fate, whipping
burning embevs into vacant ficlds and streets as
far away as College pl. At its height the blaze
could be seen from vantage points thruout Syra-
cuse. -

( Conlnued on Mage 7, Column 1)

erman J. Borunes
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GIMNAHIUM IH FLMIIES.--Renr plﬂ:tlpn uI,Amhhuld gymnulum is alill:in flames In, this general. *-.rlew -as firemen pour lons n[ wiler on Lhe styuelure, lotally deitroyed by an early murnin: lire. }-‘Im-:uk were

oAl 58 e i, w17, 1T ma!n‘ir nn thE- “front of the building In an’clldrt to save vhluable trophics
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‘I'AT!I AND SMOKE.~Four llnes of waler are played on the ecast side c:f htn::- g:.-mnaslum hulld_ng just , -
atter the flre had passed Its peak, ¥

$2,000,000 Fire Razes Archbold G mm:lsmm;i

The wnnal onters the bullding |lecled. Ecwml cases of

(Concluded Irnrn Page 1)

The fire was broughl uncler con-
‘sol aboul 7 a. m., butl flremen were
Naying thousands al gallons of
vater on smoldering ruins all 1as
gbt. Al one time 15 pumpers were
_applying water and » maze df hose
ines extended for Llocks as fire-
raen used cvery avallable hydrankt

Ermaployes of the New York
lelephone Co. [mmedlately sct
+bout repairing lines vhich ran he-;

weath the gymnasim. Olher cnbles
rom the universily’s radio work-
hop also were under Lhe siructurn
nd were destroyed.

“Filre Chief Frank M. Savage ro-
listributed fire equipinent 0 give
ull protection to the remn[ndcr of
be city.

STARTED IN ALLEYS

“The fire Iis believed to have
tarted in the bowling alleys on the
wound level of the building and
pread quickly upwerd, [L way
pread furiber by the falling ool
it 11 a. m.—more thin [ive houls
fier the blaze was discovercd-({lso-
nen wer siill vnable 1o enter tho
ront portion.

The alleys were In use Saturday
ight. The gymnaswum also was Lhe
cene Saturday nighlt of the Col-
mte-Cornell wresting malches,

A tour of what remained of the
irst and second floora lale yosters
lay afternocon disclosed only slight
jamage to wrophies. Afthletic Direc-
or Lewis P. Andreas sald that tha
fices were (ntaect and records
vere damaged only by water.

He sald thalt the bhasket
2om Wwhere athlelic clothing and
quipment of studentr is kept, way
ntacl. Receipis of Ihe Syracuscs
-ornell wrestling matihes held Sat.
irday night in the bullding, wera
¢ept In an office safe. Losa in ath-
etic equipment is ¢ xpectd lo be
warly $75.000, howewver.

Tone of wauler were pourced inlo
he building and » Wwnnel extenc-
ng from the basemett to the aln-
lium became a river. Steps withiu
he tunnel resembled + pushing wa.
ertall,

A Pun-s andard reporier was the
first, outside of firenmwen, to enter
e building thru thi. tunncl. The
nteror of the structuce presentecd n
cene of complete des'ruction, with!

" portions of the second floor thal

aad fallen thru slill blazing.
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near the flring range and .22 callber
shclls slorud there exploded inter-

the erackling of the,embers.
The

nets swollen and burst by Lthe in-
tense heat, Huge givders which
formed the superstruclure of the
celling lay warped, bent and twisled
in the wreckage.

ROTC olflices on Lthe track floor
of Lhe building were a ‘tolal loss
and olflcers last night had alrendy
sent to Flrst army headguariers for
tluplicale records. There were no
cdupllcate records of studenl gracles
kept, howegver and these were be-
lleved 1o be losi

TO HOLD ROTC CLASSES

QOfflcinls snld that ROTC classcs
would be held loday as scheduled
timated 300 rifles kopt in ROTC
in & prelabricated building., An es-
oflices are bellieved lost as well

The ermy bad no asmmunition
stored in the building.
Thruout the day, slunned slu-

clents came and went, wilh the first
lnrge croawds arcriving shorlly be-
fore dayhrenk, Morning religious
rervices were held at nearby Heon-
tiricks chapel and hundrecs of slu-
dents took a quick glance at the
gymnasium before entering the
chapeil,

Sighiseers crowded the unlversily
soctlon last night snd A steady
slrecam of cars crawled up Univer-
#ity pl. and College pl. All sighl-
icers saw, however, wus an jce-
coaled xhell, surrounded by solidly
frozen troes.l .

The three-story brick building,
dedicoted fn 1007 ag A meomorcial to
ihe lute John Archbolel, universily
benefrelor ang one Llime assoclale
of John D. Rockeleller, was crected
ot a vost of $400,000. Chancellor
Willlam P, Tolley eslimalted it would
cost 52,000,000 o replace the bulld-
Ing and equipmenL

MNELD FIRE IRESISTANT

The gymnnsiunm wny consldered Lo
be fire resistant, Tt Is almost tolally
covered by & blanket Insurance
policy which covers all Syracuso
intversity bulldings.

silitl that Insurance only recently h.ﬂl:i
\boen ad)usted tn inelude incressed !
building cosls and that contenls of

SI:ILE‘HJ‘-‘ --Gn!; charrud qulh remmn ol l-‘.u’llt{l Archbold :rmnusmm “L’iﬂw is of the back of thc
building, which was enveloped in {lames when (lve apparalus arrived.

mittently with pops thal broke thru |were belleved losl.:

"interior presented n welrd -

scene, with lockers wnd metal cabl-! :
- ; -Already the school's houslng project
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ltoned [aolball cquipment, stored in
the bullding only a few d.:ys ugo, | ~

;.rcsl.mr.lay Flamcq in Uthis

Mnln concern of universily offi-
cinls locay is lhe time ¢lemenl in-
volved in replacing Lhe struciure.

has come 0 a near siandsuil. be-
cause of labor and material shorl-
pges., Chancellor Willlam P. Tolley
sdid that he Lhought It would be al

ﬁ _1'5:. AR :'.

least n couple ol years Dc[ﬂrgl~i i
another gyvmnasium  could be!, N
crecled. : -*u.‘ A
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PROGRAM IN DOUBT
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Alhletie Dirveclor Andreas could

nol suy yesterday whal the elfect
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EGUTHWEET EIDE._Pﬂrt of Lht: gymnasium Zfacing the -;tudium Is snown in thid piclure., Locker roomn
with visiling team rooms. In (he basement corner.

BLAZE AT IlE[ﬂlIT-——FInmﬂu pﬁur Irom windowe of gvmnnslum as the hlaze reached its 1':rl.','ﬂ|t enrly
picture are concenlraled In the bowling alleys.
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COFFEE FOR FIREMEXN .—Firemen batlling the Archbold gymnasium
blyze tre served hot m'[enr by Slms hon)l co-eds, Ann En:ah; and
ad ol
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wouled be on the school's nthletle! fﬁi
pragram, ultho reguline physieal edu-' 4 .-:*ﬂ g |
ciulion closses wore considered out| o+

aof the pleture,

The blaze will nccessilale revising
ragistration st the school for some
(0,000 sludents. Registration was| i
scheduled tn be held Ip the gym-| @l
nasium beginning Feb. 3. Z.'."""" :

Fire Marshal John F. Sloan sﬂ‘tl!
yesierday Lhan an immediale jn-' S (3 et 4
vestigallon would be launched [nlo| §efise . &l s 7 T eV ! oo ) AL AT
the cause of the blaze, PHlfﬂ]mﬂn; TW[STEII ETEI' l.r.--Stm:l supe w!:uclvm of the p:ymn 1Isium ool can
Cornelius Cook d¢f the police dE-I' bo =een in this piclure, taiten from a scorcboard plaiform. Inlense
parlmenl, niteched lo the fire mar- heat of the fire is evidenced by the condition of the gicders.
shal's ofliee, will be placed In
charge of the invesligation, Slean!Englveer Nelson Dlits, who reporled |bullding. As a rosult, the unlvers
suicl, an Inadequale number of exits. The(sity basketball tesm hns  bheen

The gymnasium was the object|universily was forced to ‘limit at- piu}-mﬂ ils home pgamces in Lhe
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last November of a reporl by Cityitendance at funclions held in Lhe W. Jefferson st. armory,
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Business Manager Hugh C, GtEER |
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the struclure were also well pro- |
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Paxtion,

JEEI' En‘b’HH.—-ﬁmmu" :ru]'l an army jcer} from burning Archbold
Fire conicentraled in this porlion of the

building.
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