'BALANCE COUNTS MORE THAN MUSCLE’

Tonawanda's Girl Wrestlers —
One ot First Teams in Country

By MARIA SCRIVANI

When Marilyn “Bo" Bateman
was nine vears old, she was a
“guinea pig" for her big brothe
Neal. He needed someone 10
practice his wresthing moves an
— and there she was.

“That's how 1 fust goi inie
ested,”” Manlyn recalls. Ana
now she has started the firs
girls" wrestling team n the
state at Tomawanda High
Sehool

Marilvn, who's veryv pelite
explains. “‘Wrestling sn't the
muscular sport vou think it s
It's a lot of technique Vil
learn certain moves and
halance. ™

In fact. she answers Critics
who don't think women can
compete in this sport, “Winning
depends on how well vou know
your moves. The girls have an
advantage, because women
have lighter bones. As boyvs gel
older, they gel heavier.”" She
adds, **1f vou get a girl who can
stay at 92 pounds (the lowesi
weight class) until her seniol
vear, she'll have four vears ex-
perience over her underclass-
men opponents.”
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THE TONAWAMDA GIRL
wrestlers, first in the state, are
also one of the fus! teams n the
country. “There are two girls
wrestling on a varsily team In
LCaltlormia, and | think there 1S a
leam in Ohwo, but they dont
have anvone to wiestle,” Mar
Ivn savs

The Tonawanda team 15 really
an intramurals club right now,
byt she foresees women wres-
tling men in the same weighi
class on varsity teams someday

Stll. Marilvn undersiands the
nbjections raised by many peo-
ple concerned aboutl the imphea
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tions of male-temale wWresiiing
“That's why 1'd rather not se
Ell'lh wresile hovs right awa

<he savs. “‘not al the high schoo

level, anvway. Though 1 se
nothing wrong wilth younge
airls and hoys wrestling here

are two mne-yvear-olds trom
local middle schools i the Lo
wanda group
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AN FAR AN EQLUIPMENT
goes, Marilyn says that protes
nve clothing right now e wtirey
10 covering the elhows and Knix
“s0 vou don't get brush burn

Whether or nl womien
Lers would require speedcia
s debatable. “Like 1 san
openIing up a whole new |
e Ks il wiee ilpidr
VET'Y  miany  problen
'.'.Ir|'-~ wrestling on bovs tor

The sport bmlds up strengit
anid endourance, according !

Marilyn. “But it's not jusit
Hh}'.‘i]:"ﬂ! -"EH-[-I'I | i s neE o ment
H!‘IH"'I:'T, i Therps a ot o e

learned from sports

Women have tradition
migsed oul on These benelits b
Cause they were nol eneconra o
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nd o fact oflien eyl The
jyrariunity, 10 play sports, she
Vs Mentallv, vou can hinld
anfidence and endurance

]

varivn savs, CLarls can benein

ICm TNis LMD i PxXdampie
they enter the husiness worlil
. . s
'HE NINE GIRLS she's coach
(e ot onl o prove and
ng. Marilvn savs, ""They actu
illv wanted ta wrestle,” She
A 'he bovs varsiy  feam
really  recephive they
demonstirated moves [0t i he

Tarilv hustiand, Glenn, a

cal  educanon  leacher o
iwanda High School, 18 coadch
il 1h sty wresthing team
Nas h|-|-|| -”;1=1'|.1'.1H"I.I fivi
L W Yours And NMartvn
{ when 1 came o @irls
wrestling, 'l think Glenn was a
sHephical al Mrst, but now
Pcome as enfnusiasine as
All in all, he's been very
TR IS upsething 1o
ne tha! everyone can't be thal
hirated about the whole thing
Whitt Mariyn s relerring o 1s
| 1hal some  parents

administrators and other wres
ihng coaches are nol  pleased
vhout girls getting into the sporl
But she insists, “Wresthing 1s nol
st a sport for bovs. Giels play
sorer now, and that's supposed
o be one of the roughest of all
snoris ”
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SHE ENTERED her girls n
the Jumor Wrestling Tournament
al Tonawanda High School Apnl
M. where they wrestled each
other and “did quite well,” There
were four fivst place winners,
three second place winners and
two third place winners. Because
thew're ploneers, Marilyn told the
,'l:.|'~ beforee The lournament,
“You're all winners,’

Marilvn. mother of four-yeal
old Scott, who's alreadv won A
wrestling trophy of his own,
pians o continue her education
A diabetic, she hopes 10 imple
ment a counseling service fm
Biabetics and their families. In
the meantime, girls” wrestling is
on her mind. She knows “‘every.
one won't aceept it right away,”
bt she's determined to get i
nihally stared
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IN WRESTLING, TECHNIQUE IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN BRAWN. Here, Marilyn “Bo’" Bate-
man works with members of Tonawanda High School’s Girls' Wrestling, the first such team in the
state. Marilyn, at center, shows moves to Pam Fuller, left, and Karen Brock. Observing are, from

left: Shelley Davis, Renee Hall, Terry Nowatchik, Deb Oswald, Leslie Holt, Theresa Allen and Nikki
[.eVea.
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Tonawanda's Girl Wrestlers - One of First Teams in Country. The Buffalo News, May 13, 1978.




