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'BALANCE COUNTS MORE THAN MUSCLE' 

Tonawanda's Girl Wrestlers 
One of First T earns • 

Country 
8) 'tAR IA SCRI\ ANI 

When Manlyn ··ao" Bateman 
was rune years old. '~ "'"~ a 
" guinea pig" for her bag brolhPI 
Neal. HI> needed l>OmPOne 1 n 
oracriCI' his wres1hng m0\1'!. on 
- and thert' she v.a 1.. 

" Thai '!> hov. I ftrst go1 tnlrl 
tSied. •• Manlyn reeall:s Ann 
now she has sta1·1ed •hr ht-:.1 
jtirls' wrestlln~t tl'am tn lhP 
SlatE' at Tonawand~ HIJ:h 
School 

Marilyn. ~o~oho's \PI'Y J)('l i lr, 
explains " \VI e~lhng 1sn'1 lhr 
muscular spo11 you 1hink II •~ 
ll 's a lot or tc>chmqur ynu 
learn certa 1 n movr~ and 
balance .. 

In farl. ~hi' an~~o~oe1~ 1'1'111<'!
who don' t lhtnk ~A>Omt•n <·an 
compete in thl!> :.poll . "Winning 
depends on ho~o~o \!.I'll ~ou know 
your moves. The girls have an 
advantage. ber au l>e women 
bave lighter bone>. As boys gr1 
older. they gr1 heavirr." Shl' 
a.dds. " If yoo get a gtrl who can 
stay at 92 pound:. 1 the tov.es1 
weight c lass) unlit her semo1 
year. she'll have foor years ex· 
perienCI' over her underclass· 
men opponenu. " 

• • • 
TRE TONA"A!IoOA GIR L 

V.'I'I'Sik'fs. h r<ol 1n thP ' tall', 31 f' 
:~bo one of 1~ tu~t teams m 1hr 
r oontry ''Therr a1'1' t~o~oo ~:u l~ 
wrest ling on a \ ,II,IIY 1eam 1n 

Cahfo1 nta and I lhtnk lhl'tr ~ ~ ,, 
1eam 10 Oh1o. bul lhl•\ clun 1 
hav(' anyone 10 11.11',111' .' M:tll 
lyn says 

Thl' Tonav.anda t!'am ~~ really 
an intramut ab ••lub t'il:hl now. 
but she foresees women Wl'!'ii· 

tling men in thP same "<'ight 
c-lass on varsity learns M>m!'day 

Still. (l.lanlyn unde~1and~ 1hr 
object ions raised by many f'('n
ple C'Ortl'~l ned aboul lhP 1mplwa-
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\- 1 "·''"111.1\ . \1." l .l. 11J7H 

11011~ nl rna lr-frm~ lr v. ,..,,, hnl! 
"Than why I d 1 ; 1 hl't no I -.~ ... 
,::wb wtl'~lle ho\·~ nJ!ht :~" "' 
~he !;<I V~ " nOI al I he hlt:h "honl 
IPvrl • 30\\\3\ Thnu;::h I ..;>i' . . 
no1nmj:: \IIOnj:: 11.11h youn~:•·· 

l!il b a nd hoy' ~o~orPSt hnc Thl'n' 
arr 11110 mni'-H•ar-olu-. trom 
local m•<klll' '>(•hoot-. 10 lhr Tnna· 
wanda group 

• • • 
AS PAR 1\.'\ F:Ql ii ' \1 1:': \T 

J:C)('!;. Manl~ n l>i!Y' 1h.u p1 01,.., 
'''~' r lothmc t ljlht nnv. '" hmtll~l 
10 C'OV!'n nf! tlw PlllCl\1' 1 no I ""'~" 
" :.0 you don'1 J:l'l hru,h hlu n ... 

Whrl h<'• m nm \lllnwn "''"' 
liN' \\Ou hl 11'1)11111' t••l.il ,:o•o 
~~ th•b.11;1hlr 'l.1k1• I .,.,, ",.·,,, 
op!'ntn,:: 1111 a " holr n<'\lo b.u: "' 
l l l t ·k~ hut ll.f' fluln I 11111 lOIII 
vrt.v m.~n~ p111hli•m.., "11h lh•• 
1: 11'1' '' "''t ltn~ on lx•~... "' '"' 

Thr '1)()11 h111ltl'- up 'trrnc•h 
11 Oil rnrlur~OI'(' ~I'I'OIIhnt: lot 
Marilyn "Bul u';, no• l"'' •h•• 
physic;~ I ihfll'l'l, u·-. 1 b~> m<'nl ~I 
ii' JX'<'I , 1110 Thl'rl''o, a lfll lo) bt, 
IPa rnrrl from 'pori, • 

Womrn ha vr 11 ;uh ullt.tlh 
mtK~('(I 0111 on lhl"..' h<'n<'hl-. bl· 
f'~HI'C' l ht'~ \4Pt r nnl f"nc·ntU ·l!':f"tl 

an<l m f;lf'l ul1~n <lrntNI l hP 

npporruml \ 111 pl;1,1 'fll'ri". 'hr 
...,.,, '\ll'nhill\. Vllll , .. ,n hmld . . . 
< onfulPnl'l' a nrl rndw.1m !' 

\lml\ n -.1y' "( :u b ''"" hl>nrhl 
hnm lhl'> 1110 lfll !'XamJJIP 1! 
I hi'\ 1'011'1 lhP hll'l lll'"'' \\Orlll 

• • 
f ilE \1 t-: l:IJH,S :.hi'\ I'Oitlh 

mt: .nr not 0111 10 PIO\ I' an\ 
•h•n..: \l ,•rilyn "'"'· "The} di' IU 

·' "' 'A,tniP\J 10 \lof!"ol ll' . Shf> 
.uhf, Tlw boy~ \ iiiMI\ 1 r~m 
\to,,, lt':tll~ ll'fi'!lll\f" llw~ 

•lt•m••n'll 11••1 mo'"' ln1 1h1• 
S:lll' 

M·'" \ n' hw.l.tnd I :ll'lln ,, 
phhll •• I t"!hl( oil I IIII h';IC'h\'1 , I I 

I on.t\1 .oml.t lllgh !oic·hrKll I\ c·n.u h 
••I I he• 1 11"11 1 '""'II IIIIo: lt•.tm 
\lhu h h." twr n UOtf..f,•,ol f'd lm 
lh•· p,,.,, ""' :••'•"' Anti M.n1l\ u 
uln'll!.. \\hc•n II ,,,mr• 111 1!111' 

\l.ll''llmg, "I llu nk Clrnn \\,t'o" 
hll(r >kt'(ll IUJ 1 ,II fi 1 'ol , hlll 11()\1 

ht• ' '"'t'nmr as r01 hu~~~~~~ ir .1~ I 
·'"' All 111 aiL hr'>- bt•rn '~'' ~ 
-41Pi•lrll\l' II ';, UJN ' I ling 10 
cnr 1h,11 rwryonc c·<lfl ' i hi> 1h.11 

hht·•·•wd aboUI 1he " hnlr lhmg 
\\hal M.111 ly n " lt'f<'l l lng 10 '' 

lhP fil l lh,ll "lrnl' (lolll'lll'. 

Mlmtntsl l ;1101'- anrl Ol hrt wr(':-· 
lltnj;! I'Oill'h!"o ill t' n01 plt'a:;{'d 
.tbout t:n h .. J:•'llln~ 1n10 I he s port. 
Ru1 'he tnl'l~h. "\\'rf'o,lltng b not 
111'1 ,, ' 1)()11 rot bl1~' Gi r l.l> play 
'"' N"l now. and tha t's '-llpposcd 
In Ill' Onl' nl thP 10Ught'!.1 Of all 
' 111\11' .. 

• • • 
Slit: t-;~P.Rt:O lw1 girls in 

thr Jumor \\ rPSihng Tournamf'nl 
.11 Tun.r~o~oantla lhgh Srhool April 
21 -.hl'rr 1hl'v \11'1'!ol l!'d earh 
othr1 .md " lhrl itulll' wrll " Therr 
\\!'ft' 10111 hN pia('(' winners. 
thrN' <o('('Ond plarr wmnrrs and 
'"o thtrd plac~ 14tnnl'l '>. &c-ause 
I hi'\ 't l' 111001'1'1'>, l\1illllyn I old I hi' 
g11l' bt•fOII' lht• 10111 namrnl. 
" You'll' all lolotnnl'll- " 

Ma11h n. m01 hr1 of lour·vf'lll · 
uhl Sl•till . ~o~o ho'~ :Jirt>ady 1~0n a 
"''"''hn,:: u-ophy or h1 ~ own, 
Jtl.tn~ 10 ronttnul' hrr Nlueation. 
A rha h1'111 . ~hr ho('l('~ 10 impiC'· 
nwn1 a • ·ounSI'Iin~: :,rrviee for 
th.•lli'IIC'S :~nd lhl'u · rami lie~ In 
lhf' mranumc. l:ll'ls' wrestling i' 
un hf'l minll Shl' know~ "rvrrv· 
unr \\ On' l :lC'C'l'PI 11 1 ighl away>' 
11411 '>h<•'s drlr• mmrd to gr1 11 
offu· tall~ "lili iNI 
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"'"" ''Stu ff Phu/l,~tnph,., Ru11nld .J t ·,,n,.rtul 

IN WRESTUNG, TECHNIQUE IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN BRAWN. Here. Marilyn '' Bo' ' Bale
man work~ with members of Tonawanda High School's Girls' Wrestling, the first such team in the 
state. Manlyn, at center. shows moves to Pam Fuller, left, and Karen Brock. Observing are, Lrom 
le[t: Shelley Davis, Renee Hall, Terry Nowatchik, Deb Oswald, Leslie Holt, Theresa Allen and Nikki 
LeV ea . 
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Tonawanda's Girl Wrestlers - One of First Teams in Country. The Buffalo News, May 13, 1978.




