" advance in Sec. 6 mee

Pioneer’s _Tofricom pulls biggest surprise

By TOM ROOF
Q The Times Herald

AMHERST — The Big 30 has
_picked a big time to step forward.

Of the 23 area wrestlers who
qualified for this weekend’s Sec-
tion 6 -Championships here at
Sweet Home High School, 16 made
it through the first round Friday
night to advance to this morning’s
quarterfinals.

Few of-them, though, took as
big a step as unheralded and un-
seeded Billy Torrico of Pioneer.
~ Wrestling in the 105-pound

class along with three other Big 30
wrestlers, all of whom advanced,
Torrico  stunned - third-seeded
Conor Gallagher of Williamsville

South with an impressive six take-

down, 15-7, rout.
Not a bad opening for a sopho-
_more who had wrestled most of the
'season on Pioneer’s junior varsity.

“BILLY HAS never lacked in

talent,” explained Pioneer coach
~ Ron Brunner, “it was just that he

was sort of stuck in the same-

- weight classes as Caleb (Brittain)
- and Ryan McGuire.” '

Last weekend, however, Brun-

ner decided to enter Torrico in the

Eric County Division I-II qualifier, -

taking advantage of a rule which

-allows a team to enter 14 wres-

- tlers; including two at the same

-

- - weight class.

And though he had wrestled
just five matches during the regu-
lar season, losing three, it was a
move that turned out big for Tor-
rico — who went on to ‘he finals
before losing to teammn .te B:rit-
tain. -
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MEANWHILE,
topped Akron’s Rich Files, 12-2, in
his 105-pound opener to run his
record to 34-0. Also advancing at
105 were Portville eighth-grader
John DeBarbieri and Olean High
sophomore Anthony Mariani (bye),
who meets Brittain this morning.

DeBarbieri, whose 26-12 record
is the winningest ever for a
Portville eighth-grader, dominated
Eden’s Dave Woodworth, 14-0, in
the first round.

It gets tougher today for DeBar-
bieri, who earned a match against
second-seeded and Southern Tier
League champ Jason Burch (29-4).

_ Only a week ago Burch pinned De-

Barbieri in the second period.
“John’s done well, but the prob-
lem he has with Burch is the size
difference,” said his father and
coach Mike DeBarbieri. “He can’t

get balled up and get caught in the
- cradle like he did last week. But .

Brittain,

he’s so much smaller than Burch
that's a hazard ... Burch is so
much taller and has those long
arms to quickly lock the cradle on
his opponents.” /

Of Portville’s six qualifiers, the
only other Panther to survive was
138-pound junior Ryan Jordan.

Now 35-5, Jordan scored a take-
down and a reversal to edge New-
fane’s Jeremy Wilson, 4-0.

ALSO ADVANCING were
McGuire (98), Franklinville’s Kyle
Sweet (98), Chad Caros (112) and
Louis Szabo (132), Olean High's
Matt Lindamer (119) and Jeff Re-
isner (250), Allegany’s Matt
Amore (132), Frank Anastasia
(145) and Erich Crisafulli (155),
and Salamanca’s Chauncey Brace
(177) and Bob Breazeale (215).

Brace had to work hard to de-
fend his No. 1 ranking against
Pine Valley’s Rich Chase, not put-
ting the match away until the fi-
nal minute with a three-point
nearfall in a 6-2 win.

“I really wasn’t in the groove,”
said the Warriors’ senior. “It was
too long of a wait today and I
couldn’t get warmed up ... I just
didn't feel as good as I should out
there.” Fie

Brace . (30-5) meet’s
Jamestown’s Andy Benson in the
quarterfinals. -

Lindamer, meanwhile, had lit-
tle problem with Pine Valley’s 25.
match winner Dennis Stein. :

The Olean senior, 32-0 ang
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