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Time has 
softened 
Raiders' 

anger 
BY ANNE PETERSON 

AP Sports Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) 

— It came down to Rule 11, 
Section 4. Article 1 of the of
ficial NFL Rule Book. 

The rarely used league ordi
nance gave the Seattle Sea. 
hawks a fourth-quarter mo
mentum-shifting.safleffi on 
the way to a 27-24 victory 
Saturday over the Oakland 
Raiders. 

Raiders coach Jon Gruden. 
incensed after the call, had 
cooled down by Sunday. 

"I'm not going to dwell on 
it any more," he said. 

Oakland (11-4) now must 
wait one more week as the 
Denver Broncos challenge 
them for the AFC West title. 
The Raiders, also vying for 
home-field advantage in the 
playoffs, close their season at 
home next Sunday against 
the Carolina Panthers. 

The Broncos(10-5)gave 
the Raiders some room Sun
day with a 20-7 loss to the 
Kansas City Chiefs. 

"When I get a phone call 
and they tell me Denver lost 
— my day gets a little bright
er," Gruden said. 

He sUlLbelieves the offi
cials Satuttiy made the 
wrong call on the safety, but 
it doesn't matter now. Gruden 
was at the Raiders' training fa
cility Sunday studying film. 

' 'We have a great opportu
nity in front of us," he said. 

Here's how the disputed 
safety went: Seahawks run
ning back Ricky Waiters ran " 
S3 yards, but Raiders comer-
back Charles Woodson 
knocked the ball out of his 
hands at the Seattle 23. 

Strong safety Marquez 
Pope recovered the ball at the 
2, but slid into the end zone, 
where he was touched down 
by receiver James Williams 
for a safety that cut Oakland's 

lead to 24-21 with 2:24 in 
the game. 

It didn't matter that the turf 
was saturated from a day of 
rain and Pope couldn't have 
stopped his slide. 

"The way the conditions 
were, you didn't know if a 
Seahawk player was going to 
come up and try and knock 
the ball." Pope said after the 
game. "So the main thing 
for me was just recovering 
and just laying on it. 

"If I would have known 
that something like that 
would've been a safety. I 
probably would've got up or 
everybody else would've 
blocked and said, 'Get up. get 
up. it's a safety.' Nobody 
knew that Everyone was try
ing to protect the ball." 

On the ensuing series, the 
Seahawks charged downjhe 
field and Jon Kitna hit rookie 
Darren Jackson with a 9-yard 
touchdown pass to win toe 

Gruden said he knows the 
rule but feels the officials 
have die responsibility to as
sess the plays as they 
happen. 

It also was unfortunate, the 
coach said, bfcsusf it erased 
die efforts of Woodson, who 
is headed to the Pro Bowl. 

"I told him on the 
airplane: That was a great 
pUry." Gruden said. 

The rule in question reads 
this Way: 

"When an impetus by a 
team sends the ball in touch 
behind its own goal, it is a 
safety if die bail is either A. 
dead in die end zone in its 
possession, or B. out of 
bounds behind the goal line." 

Arena captures back-to-back titles 
Salamanca represented well during Holiday Classic 

VIC ARENA 
Won 152-pound title 

By DAVID EDSTROM 
Sports Editor 

JAMESTOWN— The Sala
manca wrestling program re
ceived some outstanding repre
sentation during mis weekend's 
Jamestown Holiday Classic 
Wrestling Tournament. Warri
ors' Vic Arena won his second 
consecutive title at the 132-
pound weight class, while Jay-
mee Minner was a pleasant sur
prise at 130-pounds finishing 
sixth-place overall in die 39-
team tournament. 

Arena's accomplishments on 
die mat also earned him a $250 
scholarship award from die Ea
gles Club. The Salamanca grap-
pler went 5-0 on the weekend 
and defeated Lockport's J 
blm in the .finals 25-10. 

Salamanca's Joe Conlan (119-
pound) and Justin Hager (103-
pound) also took home honors 
at the tournament as they were 
named to the All-Academic 
Team for their respective weight 

classes. The All-Academic 
award is given to die wrestler in 
each class with the highest grade-
point average. 

Hager's father Jud was also 
presented with a Parent Award 
for his work behind die scenes 
and his hard work and dedication 
to die sport. 

Arena upped his career record 
to 187-25-0 witii his effort over 
die weekend after wins over Pine 
Valley's Siobhan Bower (pin 
1:10), Olean's A.J. Paoletto (24-
10 dec.), Panama's Bill Bearr(21-
6 TF), Canandaigua's Eric Mull
en (6-4 dec), and Joe Steblein 
(2S-t0TF). 

tougher matches are low 
scoring, but he's been working 
hard at opening up while on his 
feet. It looked to me as if he 
was wrestling aggressive to win 
this thing." 

In the 130-pound class Minner 
defeated two seeded wresders be
fore falling fn his last three 
matches. He began the tourna-

sixdi." said Morton. "He placed 
in a major tournament after com
ing back from a broken collar 
bone last season." 

Salamanca's Joe Conlan also 
had a solid effort in die 119-
pound weight class after going 4-
2 on the weekend. Conlan 
opened witii a 7-2 decision over 
Falconer's Brad Penhollow be-

ment with a 6-2 decision over fore falling to Wellsville's Steve 
sixth-seeded Larry Acceti of Ni- Mattison 7-6 In the wrestle-
agara Falls and then went on to backs. Conlan put together three 
post a 4-0 win over James
town's Tom Vullo. Lakeview's 
Cody Smitii. the No. 3 seed, al
so fell prey to Minner as the. Sal-

straight wins against Fredonia's 
Adam Lawhead (10-0 dec). Niag
ara Falls' Josh Egan (5-0 dec.), 
and Ridgway's Chris Cenni (5-3 
dec.). His tournament run came ~~ amanca wrestler won a hard-' 

]n his l»xt four tnatrhgit, A»- -fought 8-6 decision in overtime. ,TO~a close agalnsTCassadag* VaT-
na has outscored his opposition Minner lost his first match to* ley's Kevin Rasplock in a tough 

' 30 as he continued to put on Lockport's Craig Sivjecs-after-gê  2-1 battle. 
the offensive pressure. ting pinned in 4:10 and then fell 

"Vic looked really good tins to Spencerport's Mike Brongo 2-
weekend as he attacked kids 0. In the battle for fifth place. 
throughout the tournament," 
said Salamanca Head Coach 
Rich Morton. Usually Vic is a 

Minner was pinned by Acceti in 
a rematch from Friday's match. 

"Jaymee really surprised me 
very defensive wrestler as his with how well he did by placing 

'Aside from his match against 
Mattison from Wellsville, Joe 
(Conlan) did very well," said 
coach Morton. "His last match 

See Wrestling, pg. 11 

Patriots win 'Blizzard Bowl' 
on field goal in overtime 

Bills have now lost four straight games 
ORCHARD PARK. N.Y. (AP) — Adam Vina-

tieri had never seen conditions this bad, even 
back home in South Dakota. 

Nearly blinded by driving snow, heavy winds 
and hampered by a slick field. Vinatieri found 
enough solid footing to kick a 24-yard field goal 
witii 19 second* left m overtime, rifting New 
England to a 13-10 win over Buffalo on Sunday.. 

"I've played in snow and I've played in wind, 
but to have snow, wind and everything going at 
the same time, it was pretty tough." Vinatieri 
said. 

It was sweet redemption for Vinatieri. who 
missed seven of 11 previous field-goal attempts 
at Buffalo, including a 27-yarder at tfce end of reg
ulation. 

"Whenever you come to Buffalo. You've got 
to_cojne_to expect some crummy weather* espe.-_. 
daily at the end of the season." he said. "I'm 
just happy that I have to play here once a year." 

Vinatieri then offered a solution to playing at 
Ralph Wilson Stadium. 

"I think they just need to dome it," he said, 
laughing. 

It was a sloppy game played in miserable con
ditions featuring 40 mph winds and wind-chill 
temperatures approaching zero. Conditions were 
so poor that by overtime, most of the field was 
blanketed in snow, covering most of the yard 
lines. The Patriots (5-10) didn't return to Boston 
until after 10 p.m. because Buffalo's airport was 
closed due to the storm. 

Patriots' Drew Bledsoe finished 13-for-26 for 
136 yards and 331 yards of total offense. 

He capped his 19th career fourth quarter-over
time comeback by marching the Patriots 83 
yards on 14 plays to set up Vinatieri'* game-win
ner. 

"I've kind of always enjoyed the changeup," 
Bledsoe said, referring to the changing weather 
conditions. "It changes the way you do things, 
and a lot of times it comes down to the team that 
can manage the game best ultimately wins it." 

The key, Bledsoe said, was the Patriots' ability 
to adjust when die weather turned extreme. 

"We scrapped about half of our game-plan 
throwing wise, and changed some things in our 
running game, because we didn't want to toss the 
bail in this wind," he said. 

J.R. Redmond led the Patriots with 66 yards 
rushing before leaving the game«" (he third quar
ter witii a right knee injury. KeVin Paulk tied the 
game at 10 when he rumbled in for a 13-yard 
score 4:45 left in regulation. 

The Bills were undone by blown scoring oppor
tunities. 

Three times. Doug Flutie marched Buffalo in
side the Patriots 12, only to come up empty. 

Steve Christie had two field goals blocked, in
cluding a 30-yarder by defensive tackle Chad Ea
ton with six minutes left in overtime, while Flu-
tie fumbled, mishandling a handoff to Antowain 
Smitii, at the New England 1 — the game's lone 
turnover. 

"You can't take anything for granted," said 
Flutie, who played in similar conditions during 
his years in the Canadian Football League. "I 
felt like we controlled the entire game." 

Flutie took over for Rob Johnson, who was 
knocked out with a concussion in the second quar
ter. It might have been Flutie's final home game 
for die Bills 

Warriors improve 
to 4-0 with 

weekend wins 
Weishan is tourney MVP 

Flutie finished 15-fpr-25 for 193 yards, includ
ing a I-yard touchdown pass to Sheldon Jackson. 

Bills coach Wade Phillips didn't know the ex
tent of Johnson's concussion. Johnson was hurt 
when he was driven head first into the turf by de
fensive end Greg Spires. 

It was the fifth time in 11 starts that Johnson 
was knocked out of a game this season. 

The Bills (7-8) have now lost four straight for 
the first time since losing six in a row in 1983. 

Christie kicked a 25-yard field goal in the sec
ond quarter, tying the score 3-3 after Vinatieri hit 
a 22-yarder in die first period 

By DAVID EDSTROM 
Sports Editor 

SALAMANCA— The Sal 
amanca Warriors varsity bas
ketball team improved to 4-0 
on the year after picking up 
weekend wins over Randolph 
on Friday and Clymer on Sat
urday. Against Randolph. 
Salamanca picked up a 57-40' 
league win, while they defeat
ed Clymexi5--42 in thecham-
pionship game of the Sala
manca Tip-Off Tournament. 

Salamanca's 42 points al
lowed against Clymer is the 
most the Warriors' defense 
has allowed in a game this 
season as they continue to be 
very aggressive on the 
boards. 

- In Friday's win, Salamanca 
outrebounded the Cardinals 
34-17 and forced 19 
turnovers. They shot 27-of-
-52 from the floor and had a 
big third quarter by outscor-
ing Randolph 24-8 in the 
third quarter. 

"The biggest thing in our 
win against Randolph was we 
had some good execution on 

. offense after we struggled ear
ly in the game." said Sala
manca Head Coach Pete 
Weishan. 

JAY W E I S H A N 
Named tourney MVP 

Kyle Scott and Mike Liber-
atore led Salamanca with 14 
points apiece, while Kyle 
Scott added 14 and Cameron 
Haines had 12. Haines added 
11 rebounds, while-Dustin 
Ross hauled down seven and 
Scott six. 

On Saturday. Salamanca 
created 18 turnovers and shot 

See W a m o i s , pg. 10 

No. 15 North Carolina rips Buffalo 95-74 at Chapel Hill 
CHAPEL HILL. N.C. (AP) 

— Ronald Curry didn't hesitate 
when asked where scoring ranked 
on his offensive priority list. 

•'Dead last," die sophomore 
said after No. 15 North Carolina 
(6-2) rolled over Buffalo 95-74 
Sunday 

on Nov. 20 and played 18 and 
20 minutes in North Carolina's 
two previous games. 

"He makes pretty good deci
sions with die ball and is a great 
on-the-ball defender/-' Doherty 
seid. "Bach and every day, you 

-»;se< him. become more and more 

NCAA Basketball 

Doherty wants to hear and die 
type of play he's been- looking 
for out of the point guard posi
tion. 

After experimenting with 
freshmen Adam Boone and Brian 
Morrison early in die season, it 
appears Doherty has settled on 
the school's quarterback to be 
his starter with the Atlantic 
Coast Conference season about 
two weeks away. 

"He has given us some stabili
ty and maturity," Doherty said 
of Curry, who made his first 
start of die season against die 
Bulls, getting nine points and 
handing out four assists in 24 
solid minutes. 

Carry joined the team two 
days after the final football game 

In Sunday's only other game - * 
involving a ranked team.-Nc. 21 guard era scorer, you 160k at 
Notre Dame beat Tennessee him more as a general or some-

said Curry, wh^rmrssed pel uld. "I ilimik him for glv-
last basketball season after suffer- ing me the opportunity to do 
me a mrnurM ArhiUesl tendon -thin. !>«-'« iuw th*> ivn* of 
^ . *~wat wwu i iwwib «»'» u w -y*MS? v w m u MV I». »/C w « l l l > t i l e trtiSl 

for his players."" 

Tech 82-68. 
The 6-foot-2 Curry also adds 

an intangible on the court that 
the two freshmen point guards 
can't match just yet. 

"1 asked Ronald the odier day 
what he would do in die huddle 
if things weren't going well," 
Doherty said. "Would you take 
charge and get on your team
mates'' He said, 'Yes/ 

North Carolina's starters com-
one who is going to take the b i n e d f o r w P01"1* «nd 21 of the 
lead on the court. That's what I te*m'1 *Mon-high 29 assists 

points, including 5-for-7 from 3-
point range. 

"We couldn't give our guys a 
pill to make them grow diree or 
f&ur inches at halftime," Buffalo 

-coach Reggie WUherepoon said; 
"There are still some things we 
need to do better in.oed*r.»« *»** 

m.. (O pot 
pre».su>c on tlteni M) they ywflM 
make some mistakes." 

want to bring to the team." North Carolina led by 13 early 
Joseph Porte had 23 points in ,h< "con<i h» l f T^" Uni 

and Kris Lang matched his career K o r c d °" » lavuP- • f o , , o w s n o t 

high with 22.as the Tar Heels 
got in a good offensive rhythm 
under Curry's leadership and 
shot a season-high 58 percent. 

Jason Capel added 16 points. 
11 rebounds and a career-high 10 

"1 said, 'Our guys respect assists for die second triple-dou 
you, go ahead, feel free to do ble in North Carolina history 
that'" 

in die lane and a dunk in a span 
of 55 seconds, boosting the lead 
to 19 

Shortly thereafter, the lead 
reached 22 as Buffalo, playing 
its first road game of the season, 
had trouble holding onto the 
ball. The Bulls committed nine 

—«o. 21 Notre Dame S2, 
Tennessee Tech 68 

Playing at home, Notre Dame 
hit 13 of its first 17 shots in die 
second half, sparking a 35-9 run 
that helped end the team's two-
game losing streak. 

David Graves scored 20 point* 
and Matt Carroll 16 as die Irish 
(5-2) rebounded from tosses to 

Curry knows he's in die start
ing Imeup so quickly because he 
understands his role. 

"1 could care less about scor-

Brendan Haywood registered the firit-half turnovers, then lost the 
first Dec. 4 against Miami. b tI1 «e*t tim«» in »he opening 

'•When I saw (coach) took ev- eight minutes of die second half 
erybody out at the end but me T 
knew something was up," Ca- ' 

Indiana and Miami of Ohio. 
Tennessee Tech (3-5) was led 

by Leigh Gaydens 17 points 
Jason Robinson led the Bulls ™* Oo'd*" Eagles shot only 

(1-4) with s career-high 21 W 2 P****" *"*« the field. 

www.fultonhistory.com
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Ravens 13, Cardinals 7 
Jamie Sharper's interception set up Baltimore's only touch

down as the playoff-bound Ravens once again relied on dcfcn.se 
to win". 

The Ravens (11-4) were outgained 309-214 at Arizona, yet 
still won their sixth in a row. 

If the Ravens hold the Jets to 41 points or fewer next week 
they will break the mark for fewest points allowed in a 16-
game season of 187 set by the 1986 Chicago Bears. 

Packers 33, Vikings 28 
Brett Favre threw three touchdown passes and Ahman Green 

ran for a career-high 161 yards as Green Bay stopped Minneso
ta's 13-game home winning streak. 

The Vikings (11-4) can still clinch home-field advantage 

with a victory against Indianapolis. 
Ryan Longwell kicked four field goals fur the Packers (8-7). 

who must beat Tampa Bay next Sunday at Lambeau Field to 
have a chance at reaching the pla> oil v--N 

Bengals 17, Jaguars 14 
Rookie Neil Rackers kicked a 27-yardfieldgoal as time ex

pired, lifting Cincinnati over visiting Jacksonville (7-8). 
Danny Farmer, a Los Angeles native playing for the first 

time in the snow, caught passes of 38, 22 and 19 yards as the 
Bengals (4-11) drove toward a tying touchdown with 3:22 left. 

Panthers 30, Chargers 22 
Iheai yi Uwaczuoke scored on a 64-yard punt return and 

Doug Evans returned a blocked field goal 54 yards for another 
touchdown as Carolina (7-8) beat San Diego (1-14). 
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Mobta Aatam* Bowl 

TCU (10-1) v» SovBMrn Haimippi (7-4). 9 p.m. 
(ESPN2) 
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Sunday. Oac. 24 
CM ' 
Air 

: $7)C<000 
VIM*aM)»i.O*o«>i(74).a^opJ B(ESPN) 

IS, 
i4.CMB9na1 

WaaMaVlQtofl 4 . EdrTa9nlOr> Q 

t̂tt*J*»J*l 4. UontrMi 4, tat 
Cakjan/S.a«9nMS.OT 
OMna6.NYaMnoan0 

CMMtiSLLMatB* 
C»tMaap3,raatlMM0 
SanJmtPlMaMii.OT 
/ancomar 4 Cotumbui 3 
amp* Bay 4. Lot Anoaaa 3 

Sunday* 
Mnr«*dM8.Oa9a*0 
Ans»f*»a»Ti 3 v n p t Saty t 

Mondoyi 
San Jo** M WMMnojgn. 7 p m 
Fiona* a N Y Rang** . 7 p m 
Eomoraon m OaaML 7 » p m 
Columbia at MontiM. 730 pJn 

OLYMPICS' 
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — An IOC member encouraged 

Salt Lake to run a clandestine campaign to discredit'its Japa
nese rival for the 1998 Winter Games, according'to confiden
tial bid files released over the weekend. * 

In March 1990, Alex Gilady. the International Olympic 
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Committee delegate from Israel, advised Salt Lake to "get 
good facts about Japan, not just rumors" and use the informa
tion to undermine Nagano's bid. •* 

Another memo to emerge from 10.000 pages of bid files 
suggested Japan was paying IOC members for their votes 
when Nagano won the 1998 Games by just four votes. 

FOOTBALL 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — About 20 University of Minneso

ta students, mostly football players, have been interviewed for 
an investigation into possible theft and illegal use of a univer
sity calling card code, the school's top lawyer said. 

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. (AP) — Georgia Southern beat 
top-ranked Montana 27-25 Saturday for a second-straight Divi
sion I-AA championship. 

The Eagles now have won a record six championships. 
BASEBALL 

MIAMI (AP) — After a lot of speculation about their future 
and two months of negotiations, the Florida Marlins reached a 
tentative agreement with Miami-Dade County and city offi
cials to build a $383 million, state-of-the-art ballpark. 

The exact downtown location has yet to be determined The 
Marlins hope to play in the new park in 2004. 

Marlins owner John Henry, whose club would operate and 
run the facility, said the 40,000-seat stadium would include 60 
luxury suites. 3,000 club seats and 1,500 parking space*. 

The deal would bind the Marlins to the stadium for the next 
40 years, with Henry paying $240 million over that span. He 
also would be required to use a 4 percent surcharge on ticket 
sales to pay for the facility. 

HOCKEY 
MONTREAL (AP) — The sale of the Montreal Canadicns 

to a group that could include telecom giant BCE Inc. is expect
ed this week. 

SKIING 
VAL D'ISERE. France (AP) — A strong second-leg run 

gave Bode Miller third place in a giant slalom, the first lime 
an American man had finished in {he lop three at a World Cup 
GS in 16 years. 

Phil Mahre took third al a grant slalom in Aspen. Colo., in 
1984. 

Michael Von Gruenigen of Switzerland was the winner a..J 
Heinz Schiichegger of Austria placed second 

BOWLING 
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Leeyue 11 
Troy Latterty's 685 series led (he 

Troy Utterly led all bowlers with ieMfue 

tv s 692 series on Sunday. Dec 10 
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could have gone either way as 
both kids were really fighting 
hard" 

Lukas Wilder (140-pound) and 
Kane Smith (160-pound) both 
went 3-2 on the weekend, while 
Justin Hager (103-pound) and 
Corey O'Neil (112-pound) each 
finished at 2-2. A.J. Young 
(125-pound) and Andy Edwards 
(171-pound) both bowed out at 0-
2. 

Wilder earned wins over Pine 
Valley's Josh Batt (pin 1:10). 
Perkiomen Valley's Brian Stouff-
er (12-0 dec.), and Grand Island's 
Josh Roberts (6-4 dec). He lost 
to Lakeview's Evan Hubler (pin 
:51) and Lockporl's Linsay 
Hicks (10-5 dec). Hubler w< mid 
eventually go on to capture the 
140-pound class championship. 

Smith had solid wins over 
Pine Valley's Justin Maynard 
(pin 2:56). Jamestown's Antho
ny Randolph (8-2 dec.), and Pan
ama's Tom Pratton (pin 4:41). 
He lost to No. 3 seeded Des-

16th place as a team with 79.5 
points. 

Canandaigua won the team ti
tle with 248 points and Spencer-
port's Steve Stoffin was named 
the Most Outstanding Wrestler 
of the tournament in the 145-
pound class. 

Jamestown Tournament 
(Championship Finals) 

96: Kasy Perknust (Canandai
gua) 4-3 Phi! Kavanaugh (Silver 
Creek) 

103: Tim Gadsby (Lakeview) 
4-2 Bill Hume (Attica) 

112: Josh Anderson (Ridg-
way) 6-2 Mike Terenzi (Spencer-
port) 

119: Mikr Cobbnail (Canan
daigua) 5:59 Lyle Milliman 
(Pine Valley) 

125: Drew Rose (Lakeview) 
5-2 Zack Hejes (Hickory) 

130: Eric End (Perkiomen 
Valley) 11-4 Craig Stivers 
(Uckport) 

135: Ryan Yerrico (Fredonia) 
3-0 Jordan Raines (Spencerport) 
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Spencerport's Man Moms 
Hager opened the tournament 

with style as he made quick 
work ot his first two opponents 
by pinning Lockport's Matt Yod-
er in :35 and Frewsburg's Nolan 
Aiken* in 39. His weekend 
came to an end after falling to 
Canandaigua'* Greg Gelinas and 
Spencerport'* Blake Woodward 
by pins. 

O'Neil won his first match 
with a pin in 1:15 over Maple 
Grove's Dave Gorman, but fell 
to Lakeview* Chad Smith 7-6 
in the second round. O'Neil 

^baeh wish e4 -3 rtarisson 
against Wellsville* Jason Bow
ers then lost to Ripley's L T 
Holland 8-3. 

Overall. Salamanca tied for 
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(Ridfway) 
145: Steve Stoffin (Spencer

port) 5-3 TR Chin (Canandai
gua) 

152: Vic Arena (Salamanca) 
TF 5:21 Joe Stebiein (Lochport) 

160:Bi!!y Heathington (Niag
ara- Wheatfield) 5-1 Garrett Hicks 
(Chautauqua Lake) 

171: Eric Wiseman (Niagara-
Wheatfield) 4-3 Ed Palchak (Pan
ama) 

1S9: Kalen Pilch (Ridgway) 
medical forfeit Brian Petty (Lock-
port) 

215: Corey Miller (Portvillc) 
disxsualificaooirl 
awrhipii) 

275: Brad W 
3 45 dan Colburn fPsicos»er) 
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