Wrestlers, coaches, fans all involved

The Easterns are something special g

One of the most colorful and exciting spectacles in
sports is the annual Eastern Intercollegiate Wrestling
Association championsinp tournament

For the second straight year, the Easterns are being
heid at the Naval Academy’s Haleey Field House. And, for
the second straight year almost every available hotel and
motel reom with 3 miles is filled with persons either in-
volved in or interested in the wreething tavemoman:

Wrestling crowds are as colorful as the tournament
itself, which features athletes from 15 institutions. The fans
are more vocal than most and instnctively twist and turn
and slither across the seats as they put themseives in the

The coaches are also vocal and also go through almost
impoasible contortions as they holler advice and backing to
their proteges on Jhe mat

In the Easterns’ preliminary and quarterfinal rounds
there is wrestling going on on four mats simultaneously.
Whistles are blowing, horns are buzzing and scoreboards
are flashing lights for each individual match. And fans and
coaches are screamung logether for any one of the eight
men sharing the spotlight.

For most wrestlers, the Easterns is the epitome of their
careers, which for the majority, comes to an end with
graduation from college.

which have been going on since November — and long
before that for some — all become werthwhile as the days
uuah-—ummnmn-.
workouts no longer sap the strength, The dieting
becomes more intense and the desire for victary overrides
all else in the oads of the young men who will comnets
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who have not fared extremely well during the season,

somehow improve 10 the point of challenging the avored
contenders. Others became Dervous emcugh lo wrestie
imexplicably poor, despite doing well in dual maiches
during the regulsr sessor.

I’'s just one of those things which can heing out the best
or warst of very many wrestiers. [t separates the calm from
the emnily wamst B o TDUI LA Raad W peram 8
wrestier is, be is nervous and jittczy as be begins com
petition in the Easterns.

As the referee’s whistie biows asd the first contact
between the wrestiers occurs, the astural nervousness
vanishes and the sericusness and dedication, which yoes
with wrestling in this prestigious evet, takes over.

It is a time when you rarely find & smiling wrestler —
uness he has just won an unexpected victary. Until you win
the final bout — the champlonship — & victary is nothing to
smile about; it only serves to advance the wrestier toward
that final goal

Every match is a crucial one — even those in the
preliminary round — since each victory puts points on the
board toward the team : which is pearly as
prestigions as an individual title. Even the wrestier wh
doesn’t have the slightest chance of winning an individua.
championship — none will ever admit to that — knows his
match is important, It may be the difference between his
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: :
being a member of the Easterns championship team and
beng just asother wrestier. A big difference when the years
pass and tales of college days can be tales of glory.

Many of those abi 10 the tales of glory — former
Easterns wrestiers — will be in the stands cheering for thewr
former teams and remembering their own experiences in
samuar pomtond. The former Easterns wrestlers are
almost always a part of the lownament either as a
presenter of a trophy or a behind the scenes worker — there
are many unheralded persoms who work many hours W
make the tournament run smooth — or just a fan

A majority of wrestling fans are nol “just” fans
however. They are dedicated, hard core followers of the

sport of wrestling and more particular their favorite college
leam.

Wrestling fans have been known to travel halfway
across the country in la=ge bands just to lend support to
their favorite team wrestling #~. ‘mportant match. Such
crowds are on hand in Annapolis this weekend.

These loyal fans are part of the Easterns, just as the
wrestlers and their coaches and their diets and workouls
and colorful umforms and nervousness and seriousness.

This is what the Eastern Intercollegiate Wrestling
Association championships is all about,




