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CCC Wrestlers Complete 
ensational Season

i Jen n ifer  Kinyon
The NCCC Wrestling team had three goals this ¡season. First was to be ranked as one of the top ¡ten in the conference; second was to send all 10 ¡members of the team to the Regionals; and third [was to be ranked within the top 10 at the national ¡level. Led by Head Coach Eric Knuutila, all three [goals were almost achieved. The team was ranked Lis high as eighth during the season and ended up ranked tenth in their conference. Nine out of the 10 wrestlers went to the regionals, and the team ¡was also ranked tenth in the nation.‘I feel we had a great season as a team and indi­vidually, all of the hard work paid off,” commented Sophomore Captain Brad Rowe.Just one prime example ot how well the team did is their results from the 1999 National Junior 

C '.ollcge Athletic Association (NJCAA)Region III Tournament.The tourna­ment was host­ed by Alfred State but dom­inated by NCCC. In 10 different weight classes,NCCC took seven firstplace and two sec­ond-place wins. The ream as a whole walked away with first place tallying a score of 115.Alfred State, who placedsecond, had a score that was 52.5 points lower than the Trailblazers. Besides the recognition the wrestlers received, Coach Knuutila received some of his own, he was named as Coach of the \ear.To state the obvious, the wrestlers were unstop­pable. To prove that even further three wrestlers earned All-American status. This acknowledge­ment was achieved at the NJCAA National Wrestling Championship held at the Rochester Community College, Rochester, Minnesota. To achieve All-American status, wrestlers were required to place in the top eight of their weight class. The three members named as All-Americans were sophomore, Jeff Myc (125 lbs); sophomore Captain Brad Rowe (141 lbs); and freshman Rashad Evans (165 lbs). According to Coach Knuutila, two other wrestlers, Dan Williams and Keith Jones, should have earned this honor as well.Jeff Mye, started out 1-1 for the first day of competition. He won in an 8 3 decision the first round but was pinned in the quarter finals. On day two in round one of wrestlebacks, he won in a3-1 decision. In the quarterfinals, he won again, in a 2-1 decision. He lost in a 4-3 decision for the consolation semi-finals and went on to battle for fifth and sixth {dace in the consolation finals. He was defeated 4-2 and finished off in sixth place in

the 125 lb weight class, and achieved his All- American status. According to Coach Knuutila,Jeff deserves All-American status. He put a great deal of hard work into this season. He would run everyday, outside of the running he did in practice.“All of the hard work the team put into the sea­son was well worth it. The team itself placed tenth, which was the highest ever and the team deserved all the publicity they received,” stated sophomore Jeff Mye.Brad Rowe began his success of the tournament right away. He finished off day one of competition 2-0. He won round one 8-6, and pinned his opponent in 1:37 minutes for the win in the quar­terfinals. On the second day of competition Rowe lost in the semi-finals 7-3. He then moved ontothe semi-final wrestleback competition.He defeated his opponent in a 5-1 deci­sion. In the consolation finals, for third and fourth place, he lost a 6-4 decision placing the All- American fourth in the 141 lb weight class.Coach Knuutila com­mented,“Brad should have been an All-American last year which makes me even more
pleased he became one this year,”In the first day of competition Rashad Evans was 1-1 for the day. In the first round of action he pinned his opponent in 4:33 minutes for the win. In the quarterfinals, Evans suffered a close loss in4-3 decision. Evans went on to day r\vo achieving the most success. He won three matches in a row and lost only one. He won in a 5-4 decision for round one of wrestlebacks, defeated his opponent5-4 again in the quarterfinals and walked all over his opponent in the semi-finals 12-4. He suffered his only loss for the day in the consolation finals, giving him fourth in 165 lb weight class.“Rashad has the most talent of anyone. He did­n’t wrestle up to his ability' and still placed fourth and earned All-American status,” Coach Knuutila commented. Coach went on to say that Rashad had the most wins this season for the team with 33 
wins.At the end of the National Tournament, NCCC finished tenth out of 46 teams, with 35.5 points. Before going to the tournament, it was obvious to the team and coaches who would be All- Americans. Of course, the coaches wanted more for their team., but achieving All-American status and having all the success the team had this season 
was most important. • ■ " • >■ ‘ * * r *" ■1 " '

Row 1 (L-R): Captain Issac Everett, Co-Captain Brad Rowe Row 2: Mike Brown, Jason Carson Jeff Mye, Chris Blazek, Joe Yoder, Jason Arsenault, John Gerhardt, Pete Mazzeo Row- 3: Keith Jones, Jason Lainberger, Dan Williams, Rashad Evans, Cam Winfrey, Ron Blunt, Jerry, Fairbank, Steve Gavin, Steve Pankow, Seth Rak, and Keith Bell Missing from Photo Brain Austin, Randy Isbell
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The 1998 Major League Baseball season may have been the great­
est season ever. With McGwire and Sosa captivating the nation, the 
Yankees staking acclaim to being the best ever, Ripken ending the 
streak, to the pitching performances of Kerry Wood 20 K’s in one 
game) and David Wells (perfect game), the 1998 season is a little 
something of everything.The American League once again is the Yankees to lose, but other 
teams have undergone major makeovers in hopes of catching the 
Bronx Bombers. The following is a preview of the American League 
for the upcoming 1999 season.The Contenders: The New York Yankees could have just stayed put 
in the off season and still won the AL again, but they did not. 1 he 
acquisition of five-time-Cy Young winner Rogers Clemens gave base­
ball’s best team perhaps the game’s best pitcher. Beyond that the 
Yanks remain virtually intact and primed for a third championship in 
four years.The Cleveland Indians could be the one team that may challenge 
the mighty Yankees in 1999. 1 heir hopes will live with the fastball of 
new staff ace Bartolo Colon. If he becomes what the Indians feel he 
will become, the Indians could come out on top of the AL.Two-time AL MVP Juan Gonzalez leads a beefed up Texas Rangers 
club into the 1999 season and this year he has a new weapon at his 
disposal. Rafeal Palmiero and his 43 HR power will make last year’s 
best hitting team even better, but the Rangers need pitchers Aaron 
Sele and Rick Helling to repeat last year’s performance if they hope 
to win it all.Wild Card Hopefuls: The Baltimore Orioles appear to be the lead­
ing contender here. With four new starters (Albert Belle, Will Clark, 
Delino Deshields and Charles Johnson),the birds are ready to give 
Cal Ripken another playoff appearance.The Anaheim Angels added super-slugger Mo Vaughn but must 
move one of their surplus of star outfielders for a front-line pitcher if 
they are to really make some noise.Boston Red Sox fans will be all over this team if they do not suc­
ceed this year. After winning the wild-card last season, the Red Sox 
lost Mo Vaughn and replaced him with Jose Offerman. They will 
need their pitching to carry them this year if they are to return to the 
playoffs.Watch Out For: The Toronto Blue Jays may have lost Roger 
Clemens (gained David Wells), but with a strong core of young play­
ers lead by Carlos Delgado, Shawn Green and Jose Cruz, Jr. the Blue 
Jays may make another run at a wild-card birth.The signing of free-agent Dean Palmer gives the Detroit Tigers a 
big bat in the middle of the lineup. This, along with the continued 
improvement of Damion Easley and Bobby Higginson, makes the 
Tigers a sleeper in the AL.Wait Till the Next Millennium: The Seattle Mariners may have Ken 
Griffey,'Jr. and Alex Rodriguez, but their bullpen is still awful. This 
year Jose Mesa takes over, as he hopes to rejuvenate his career and
Seattle’s bullpen.The other teams in the AL the Oakland A’s, Chicago White Sox, 
Tampa Bay Devil Rays, Minnesota Twins and Kansas City Royals are 
not fooling themselves. They know contending this year is not an 
option. They arc ,however, looking forward to developing young tal­
ent to build for the future. Remember the names: Eric Chavez, 
Oakland and Bobby Smith, Tampa Bay. These will be the guys that 
will lead the way for these teams into the next millennium.The Picks: AL East: New York; AL Central: Cleveland; AL West: 
Texas; Wild Card: Baltimore; World Series: New York; MVP: 
Albert Belle; Cv Young: Roger Clemens; R.O.Y.: Eric Chavez


