Surprise! Warsaw grapplers are loaded again

By Bill Bruton Jr.
bEruten @ batmdanews com

WARSAW — To put it simply, War-
saw's wrestling team is loaded.

Topping the list of retumers are the Pad-
dock brothers — Paul and Tan — who
each won state fitles two years ago and
will be trying to repeat that fear.

Paul, a senior, lost 3-1 in the state 160-
pound finals last year o Ere Decker of
Bainbridge in an attempt for his secand
straight title. It fumed ot 1o be Decker's
third straight staie crown.

Paol s mnked sixth nationally. He has
three straight trips o states, having also
finished fourth as a freshman, Groang into
the season, he needed just two wins to
break the school mark for caneer victories
of 198,

lan, a sophomore, was upsel in the 103-
pound siate finals last year by Mick
Wilcon of Greene. Thal broke his amazing
streak of B3 straight wins,

Lan, who will wrestle at | 19 this season,
is ranked No. | in the nation,

Senior Billy Romasser, who wrestles at
215, camed a silver medal at the Empire
State Games and will also be bidding for
& spof ad stakes.

Senior Collin Ewell, who wrestles o
145, is a four-year varsity starter who
qualified for nationals last year.

Fellow senior Jo Russ-Wilkobaski, who
wrestles ot [ED, is another four-year vars-
by stamer.

Freshman Zak Griffith, who wiesiles a1
132, B a three-year varsity stamer who
qualified for nationals last year.

PADDOCK PADLOCK: lan Paddock, right, was upset in the 103-pound
to win back-to-back state championships. The sophomore Is ranked No. 1 In the nation and Is expected to be in the two returning starters for the Warsaw girls bashketball

Phil Moens, who will go at
135, placed fifth in ssctionals last year,

Eighth-grader Dakota Stackhowse, who
wrestles at 96, placed fourth in the sate
qualifier last year and will be looking for
a Spol an states.

Sophomone Chris Whiting is a two-time
sectional place fimisher. He wrestles at
1.

The Tigers host the Section 5 Class B
tourney this yeas.

"W are very excited to have sechionals
at home." said cosch Fob Hirsch, in his
fifth vear a2 the helm, “We are boping o
bring back all the 'Warsaw alummni heroes
of the past 1o cheer on the wiestlers of the
present as they try 1o win the Class B sec-
tional title”

The Tigers will also be looking to win
their third Livingston Conference Divi-
abon I title.

Boys Basketball

The Tigers are on the move.

“We move from Division 11 to Division
Il this year, which doesn't make the
schedule any easser but it does change our
focus on who we walch more carefully,”
eighth-year coach Ed Siores said.

Warsanw s comming off a 1-20 season and
a first-round loss o Bloomfield in sec-
tionaks

“We will go as the three retuming
stariers go." Stores said.

Jumior Chris Parmott will again man the
point guard position.

Sentor Chad Dunning stans at the other
puarnd position.

“Chad is our shooter who has good

hunt for another state crown, this time at 119 pounds.

armdrag.com

range and can put it on the foor if be
needs to," Stores said,

Semior Drew Dumbleton, a 6-foot-6
Cemler, 15 mme-yﬂr sharter,

“He is very smart and can score if we
get him the ball” Stores said.

The otber probable staners are 6G-4
seqior forward Mick Murtha and junior
forward Hyan Mibcarek

The top newonmers are senlor guard
Steve Sheer, junior guard Alex VanScoter
and junior forwand Josh Rowley,

“We have a nice core, so mow it's up o
the newcomers o develop their role il we
plan on being more competitive this sea-
s, Stowes said.

Girls Basketball

John Gibson retarns aq coach afier a
year awny.

Megan Bodekor and Amy MNowak are
returning starters for the Tigers, who will
also play in Davision HI this season.

Bodekor, a senior forwand, averaged
11.7 poanis a game last year, Nowak, a
junior guard, averaged 8.4 points per con-
lesd.

Juniors Courtney Bishop and Krisu
Weaver are other returmees.

“Out best cliance to be compelitive is o
play good defense and mot allow teams 1o
run wp big scores,” Gibson said,

The Tigers were 2-19 a year ago and
lost to Letchworth in the first round of
sectionals,

“It"s going to take time to develop con-
tinuity in our defensive scheme,” Gikoa
said, “The saoner we do this, the sooner
we will be compegitive,”

Whark Ciotrran Thaily ey Bl sl

ht class finals last season in his aftempt LOOKING UP: Senlor forward Megan Bodekor Is one of

team. She averaged 11.7 points per game last season.
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