
Golden Eagles to host top Division I wrestling schools 
Oklahoma and Buffalo 
among the eight 
schools competing at 
Brockport this weekend. 

By BRYAN SULUVAN 
Messenga POI!it Staf 

Don Murray's coaching phi­
losophy has not changed in 
his lo ng career w it h t he 
SUNY Brockport Wres tling 
team. 

Murray has a lways 
believed to be the best , you 
have to wrestle against the 
best competition. This week­
e nd. his te am wi ll have a 
chance to go against some of 
the country's best wrestlers. 

SUNY Brockport will hos t 
the Seventh Annual SUNY 
Brockport/O klaho ma Gold 
Wrestling Tournament Satur­
day at JU a.m. at the Tut tle 
North Gymnasium. The semi­
fina ls a re 2 p.m. a nd the 
fina ls begin at 6 p.m. 

" It's goo d fo r us to ge t 
these progra ms in he re,· 
Murray s aid . "This is the 
toughes t tourna ment of the 
season fo r us . It he lps the 
kids get ready for the rest of 
the season." 

The Golden Eagles are one 
of eight te ams competing. 
Divisio n I teams Okla homa, 
Rutgers, Army a nd Buffa lo 
a re als o schedu led to com-
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Brockport State's Donny Ooton (left) works on a move with Andrew Grillo in a practice 
on Nov. 1. The Golden Eagles are hosting the Seventh Annual SUNY Brockport/Okla­
homa Gold Wrestling Tournament Saturday. 

pete. 
Wrestling against Division I 

schools is nothing new fo r 
the Golde n Eagles. 

Brockp01t finis hed ninth in 
the Eastern Michigan Open 
last Saturday in a field that 
feature d severa l Big I 0 
schools . The Gold en Eagles 
will wrestle a t As hla nd Uni­
ve rs ity o n Nov. R8 agains t 
Divis io n I scho o ls fro m 

around the country. 
Brockpo r t's Bre tt G ie hl 

reache d the co nsolatio n 
semifinals at 184 last Satur­
day be fo re los ing to a 
w res tle r from the Naval 
Academy. The j unior said this 
to urna ment helps the team 
for the rest of the season. 

"It's intimidating to s ta rt 
the year; Giehl said. "It helps 
us though, because when we 

get through it we are back to 
the Division III competition." 

The competition s hould be 
tough for the Golde n Eagles 
Saturday. 

The Soo ners ente red the 
seaso n ranke d as high as 
three in the preseason polls, 
and have won two dua l meets 
this season by a score of 92-0. 

Blooms burg (Pa.) is com­
ing o ff a 11-9 season las t 

year. Six Bloo ms burg 
wrestlers finished in the top 
fi ve in las t week's Buffa lo 
Open to start this season. 

"It's really tough competi­
tion. it's differe nt than w ha t 
we a re used to in the sea­
s on; said Andrew Gri llo. a 
Brockport junior who w res­
t les a t 157 po unds for the 
Go lde n Eagles. "It's to ugh, 
upper divis ion competition." 

Murray and jac k Spa tes, 
Okla homa head coach. have 
worked together at the Okla­
homa Gold Wrestling Camp, 
held during the s umme r at 
SUNY Brockport. 

Murray had been hoping to 
get a to urna me nt with Divi­
s ion I schools a t Brockport 
for several years. but work­
ing with Spa tes at the s um­
me r camp fina lly gave him 
the contac t he neede d to 
host a tournament. 

• A lot of the area coaches 
wante d to bring in a big 
named Univers ity to come in 
in , a nd Okla ho ma was per ­
fect; Murray said. "It's good 
for (Brockport) too, because 
it gives the a th letes s ome 
expos ure fo r going against 
Division I teams. 

Bryan SullJ van can be 
r eached at (585) 381-3300, 
Ext. 465, or at 
bsullJvan@mpnewspapers. c 
om. 


