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Couner Sports Writer

ADA, OHIDO

How good can vou be”

That is all Wartburg College wrestling
coach Jim Miller asked of his team.

Each time the Knights thought they
answered that question, Miller raised the
bar higher.

In the end, Miller couldn’t raise it high
enough.

With the greatest team performance in
NCAA Division Il national wrestling
tournament history Wartburg claimed
its third team title Saturday at Ohio
Northern University

It did so by vaulting high over the bar
Miller set

Ten Knights earned all-America status,
six made the finals with three winning
national championships, and nine com-
petitors finished fourth or better:

When it was all added up, Wartburg
racked up a tournament record 166.5
points, shattering the 1976 record of 143
set by Montclair State.

Its 82 point margin of victory over run
ner-up Augsburg was the widest in the
tournament’s 28vear history UW
stevens Point finished third.

Luther finished fifth with 56.5 points,
and Upper lowa was ninth with 33.5

Wilkes College won the first Division 111
title in 1974 by 49 points. That had been
the largest margin of victory

*That is what I wanted to find out,” said

Miller “How good could this team be? If

you don’t set the bar real high, vou are
not going to find out.

“Like lowa in 1997, or Rulon Gardner
beating an unbeatable guv You never
know what you can accomplish.

“You can't put limits on anvbody: If vou
put a limit on them, they are probably not
going to go over that limit.

“It has been a dream season. It has been
a magical vear. It's almost like ['ve quit
being surprised.”

Heath Ropp at 125, Wil Kelly at 141 and
LeRoy Gardner 111 won individual nation-
al titles for the Knights.

After leading Kings College's Mitch

B Scoreboard ......D8

Marcks 30 early, Ropp had to use an
escape with 31 seconds left in the match
to foree overtime at 4-all

Overtime didn't settle the tie, and Ropp
scored a reversal in the tiebreaker to win,
b1,

kellv dominated James Morgan of

nings, 7-1 in his title mateh

“I've been wanting this for a long time,”
sald Kelly, the former Dubuque Wahlert
three-time state champ who began his
career at lowa.

Gardner, who didn't start wrestling
until he was a high school sophomore,
beat Wisconsin-LaCrosse freshman Rvan
Allen, 3-2, for his title

After losing in the semifinals twice pre
viously, Gardner wasn't going to settle for
second Saturday.

“1t feels good to help out,” said Gardner
“Especially the way we won the tourna-
ment. | couldn’t ask for anvthing more.

“We did 1t as a team. It wasn't a bunch
of individuals out there. We wrestled
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Wartburg's Wil Kelly (right) contributed
to the Division Il title run with an 8-2
semifinal decision over Kris Harringlon
ol SUNY-Brockport at 141 pounds.
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together, and we wrestled our
hearts out.”

Wartburg's other three final-
ists fell short.

Ozzie Saxon dropped a 4-1
decision to Dave llaria of the
College of New Jersey at 133.

At 157, Kevin Bratland lost to
undefeated freshman Marcus
LeVesseur of Augsburg, 4-2.

Sonny Alvarez led early in his
184-pound final with Wisconsin-
Stevens  Point's  Bradley
Marten, but lost in overtime, &
4.

Bart Mehlert was third at 149,
Rvan Sturm was fourth at 165,
Mark Sturm was sixth at 174
and Alain Djoumessi was third
at 197 to round out Wartburg's
all- Americans.

The Knights picked up right
where they left off Friday in the
semifinals.

Ropp. Saxon and Kelly each
dominated their opponents,
with Kellv beating top-seeded
Kris Harrington of SUNY-
Brockport 82 at 141.

Bratland won the rubber
match against Aaron Loewens
of Buena Vista with a 41 win.

Rvan Sturm almost joined his
teammates in the finals, but
after falling behind 80 to Pat
North of RIT in the first period,
Sturm’s furious comeback fell
short, 10-8.

Alvarez also won a rubber
match. beating top-seeded Paul
Clearv of Loras, for the second
straight time, 2-1 on a technical
violation in a tie-breaker:

Gardner made it six in the
finals, with a 53 decision over
Pat Thomas of Loras.

Wartburg lost two other semi-
final matches, and both were to
lowa Conference opponents.

At 149, Kurth beat Bart
Mehlert, 7-5. in the rubber
match of their season series,
avenging a loss in the confer-
ence ﬂnals Mevers made it a

sweep of  Alain
Djonmessi at 197, 4-2.

Other national champions
were Rami Ratel of Montclair
State at 149, Jesse Reverson of
Luther at 165, Cody Koenig of
Wisconsin-Stevens Point at 174,
Brent Mevers of Upper lowa at
197.

SATURDAY’S COLLEGE WRESTLI

NCAA Division I

‘hin1 Standings ‘=:
iW-m 7.0
4 Montclar State 80
5 Luther 58 5
gcu-pumm ﬁ:
8 UW-LaCrosse 418
9 Upper lowa s
:uﬂm N8
SEMFINALS - Heam e

Gireg Brendemuen 8-2, Mach

E

Brandemuan! ua,mu:hmu
SEVENTH - Cruz threw Kahagas 610
FIFTH - Peca madcal lorod over Brandemuehi
THIRD - Prawne threw Selover, 2 25
CHAMPIONSHIP - Ropp dec Marcks 6-4 TB

133

SEMFINALS - Dave lana (TCNJ) dec. Mike
Waldron (L 2-1, Ozaw Saxon
dec Bragy (UW-Stevens Ponl) 74

SEVENTH - dec Miolay 53

FIFTH - Waldron dec Motz 10-3

THIRD - Wse dJoc Matren 8-2

CHAMPIONSHIP - llara dec Saxon 4-)

"

SEMFINALS - Wi Kely | | dec Kns

(SUNY Brockport) 8.2 Morgan

(Kngs) dec Metn Poloshey ( 32

B sy, Sou. Nate Vesead
H.nprim { | Oec (]

) 72 Jamed Towed (Augsburg) oec

.lﬂF:uullewl 155

CONSOLATION SEMIFINALS - Mamngton
dec Kapraun 16-4. Towel gec Poloskey 138

SEVENTH - Yeasted dec Patze 4-2

FIFTH - Poloskey dec Kapraun 8-7

THIAD - Towel gec Hamngion 6-3

CHAMPIONSHIP - Helly dec Morgan 7-1

149

SEMFINALS - Rarmv Ratel (Montclaw St ) tech-
ncal il over Cint Manny (Simpson) 172, 630
Garrelt Kurth (Luther) dec Bart Meniert (Wartburg)
7.5

THIRD ROUND CONSOLATIONS - Sean
Colkng (Wheaton) dec Zak Mala (Case Wastern)
3-2. Troy Fabry (UW-LaCrosse) dec Andrew Voge!
iMess.ah) 3-2

CONSOLATION SEMIFINALS - Mehlert dec
Colling 7-1. Manny dec Fabry 4-2

SEVENTH - Vogel dec. Kalla 11-8

FIFTH - Colng dec. Fabry 3-2

THIRD - Mehiert dec Manny 8-3

CHAMPIONSHIP - Ratel dec Kurth 124

157

SEMFINALS - Marcus LaVesseur | 5+
dec Garreft South (Luther) 8-1. Mewn Bralland
(Wartburg) dec Aaron Loswens (Buena Vista) 4.1

THIRD ROUND CONSOLATIONS - Dustn
Aoland (Central) dec Sean Howard (Ursnus) 5-2
Greg lana (TCNJ) dec. Darren Buseman
| Scranton) 5-3

CONSOLATION SEMIFINALS - South won Dy
nyury delaul over Aoland. Loewens threw llara
645

SEVENTH - Buseman dec Howard 54

FIFTH - lana medcal tored over Roland

THIRD - Loewens dec South 83

CHAMPIONSHIP - LeVesseu dec Bratang 4-

2

165

SEMFINALS - Pat North (RIT) dec. Fiyan Sturm
Mm'r-!n-ﬂ Jesse Feyerson (Luther) dec

Wikams) 11-10
CONSOLATIONS - Arthyur

Mt&mﬂﬂu B Derz (Moniclas St
65 Jaad Fudey (Manchester) dec B# Pary
(Ithaca) 3-2

CONSOLATION SEMIFINALS - Swurm dec
Weatier 16-9 DeBas thiew Rudiey 2 08

SEVENTH - Parry dec Deniz 241 TB

FIFTH - Weidler dec Fudiey 10-5

THIRD - DeBass dec. Sturm A-6

CHAMPIONSHIP - Reyerson dec Nofth 51

174

SEMFINALS - Ecuard Alakseyenia (Montciar
St ) dec Gary Franck (Coe) 5-3. Cody Koemng (UW-
Stevens Pomnt) threw Joe Moon | ), 436

THIRD ROUND CONSOLA - JAson
Lulo® (UW-LaCrosse | dec. Paul Vaccaro (TCNJ) 5
3 OT. Mark Sturm (Wartburg) dec. Chas Healy
(Watash) 6-5

CONSOLATION SEMIFINALS - LutioM oec
Moon 4-3. Franck threw Sturm, 8 32

SEVENTH - Vaccaro dec. Healy 9-3

FIFTH = Moon dec Stum 110

THIFD - Luloft gec. Franck 4-2

CHAMPIONSHIP - Koemg threw Aldkseryenka
457

184

SEMFINALS - Sonny Alvarez (Wartburg) dec
Paul Cleary (Loms) 2-' TB, Bradgkey Marten (UW-
Stevens Font) dec Fucky Crone | ) 4-3

THIRD ROUND CON = Danns
Gaul (Montcias St | dec Dawd Hert (Wheaton) 12-
1. Arte Mauser | John Carroll] theew Jet! Eoeisiesn
(thaca), 634

CONSOLATION SEMIFINALS
Claary 5-3 SV, Crone dec. Mauser 41

SEVENTH - Hut Pwew Edeisten, 3147

FIFTH - Cleary dec Mause: 154

THIRD - Crone dec Gawl 3-2

CHAMPIONSHIP - Marten dec Avares 64 OT

197

SEVMFINALS - Yan Whae (UW-Sievens Pont)
dec. Justn Torres (Obvel) 10-3. Brent Meyers
(Upper lowa) dec. Alan Dioumess: (Wartburg) 4-2

THIRD ROUND CONSOLATIONS - Adam Kolo
(UW-Eau Clawre) dec. Malt Huset |Mivaukees SOE |
8-2. Robert CuMhe (SUNY-Brockport) dec Ban
George (Senpson) 50

CONSOLATION SEMIFINALS - Dyoumass: won
by wyury default over Kolo. Cufte won by inury
delaull over Tormes

SEVENTH - George dec. Huset 8-1

FIFTH - Doubla forfadt

THIRD - Doumess: dec Cuthe 3.2 TB

CHAMPIONSHIP - Meyers dec Whie 3-1 OT

SEH!IHALS - LeRoy Gardner Il (Wartburg)
dec. Pat Thomas (Loras) 5-3, Ryan Allen (UW-
LaCrosse) dec Jamie Salazar (Manchester) 7-4

THIRD ROUND CONSOLATIONS - Chns
Harmison [(Coe) threw Jim Pennise (SUNY.
Brockport). 53 Brian Black (Upper lowa) oec
Michael Blar (Trinty) 4-3 TB

CONSDLATION SEMIFINALS - Thomas threw
Hamson, 55 Salazar dec Black B-6 SV

SEVENTH - Biar dec Pannise 4-3

FIFTH - Harnson dac Black 2.1 TB

THIAD - Thomas dec Salazar 6-4

CHAMPIONSHIP - Gardne: dec Allen -2

Gaul oec



