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···Hall turns wild card into NCAA title 
BY ABIGAIL FUNK 
Staff Writer 

Senior tri-captain Tommy Hall has finally 
fulfilled his dream of becoming a national 
champion. Hall took the crown in the 133-
pound bracket at the NCAA Division III na
tional tournament Saturday at First-Union 
Arena at Wilkes-Barre University (Pa.). 

Hall was one of five Bombers attending the 
tournar1ent. The only Bomber who didn't win 
a con!erence title 
Feb. J 6, he was a 
wild card entry 
Satmday. He did 
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. -rig receive a seeding for pre-tournament brack
et<;, but went right to the top, defeating the No. 
3 and 7 seeds alOP1g the way. 

"You can't really l6ok at seeds when you 
go into a tournament like nationals because 
everyone has the ability to win," Hall ex
plained. "It's really who shows up and who 
wants 1t to happen." 

Hall traveled to the national tournament 
his sophomore year and entered as the No. 
1 seed, only to finish in fourth place. 

"Upsets happen every year," Hall said. 
"You just have to wrestle your best, and the 
person that does wins." 

Hall received a bye in the first round and 
went on to a technical win, 20-3, over Kevin 
DeJulius of Washington and Jefferson (Pa.) 
in the second. 

,-

In the quarterfinal match, Hall wrestled 
No. 3-seed Mike Waldron of Lycoming (Pa.). 
Hall had lost to Waldron at the Ithaca Invi
tational back in November when he tore car
ti_l_,\ie in his rib area, which ended up being 
a season-long injury. Fans said it was one of 
the most intense matches of the tournament. 
With only four seconds to go in the bout, Hall 
was down 6-2. He was then able to flip Wal
dron on his back and pin him for the win. 

FILE PHOTOFrHE ITHACAN 
SENIOR TRI-CAPTAIN Tommy Hall made the national tournament as a wild card entry and then won the 133-pound bracket. 

Semifinal action for Hall included the 
No. 7 seed m the 133-pound bracket, Ralph 
Acosta of Upper Iowa. Hall defeated him 
by a major decision, 12-4, to proceed to the 
championship match. He had no trouble 
with a 10-6 decision over non-seeded 
Steve Martin of Loras University (Iowa). 
With a fair number of Ithaca wrestlers and 
students, the Bomber section on the 
bleachers went crazy. 

Hall redshirted last season in order to wres
tle with his classmates this year but had a 
rocky season, beginning with his rib injury 
in the first tournament of the season. He 
missed most of the season's matches, 
wrestling in only four tournaments and one 
dual meet before nationals. 

"It was hard to work out and keep my 
weight down because I was injured," Hall said. 
"But it helped me mentally, kept me fresh." 

Hall was determined to wrestle for a con
ference title and ended up taking second place 
at the conference tournament, along with a 
wild-card entry to nationals. Hall said his rib 
injury is a painful, nagging one and persists 
in the wake of the championships. 

in certain situations," he explained. "But 
that was the last tournament I was ever go
ing to wrestle in, so I just tried to suck it 
up and go all out." 

Hall now has all the time in the world to 
recuperate, as he and his fellow captains and 
seniors are all graduating in May. Hall and 
fellow tri-captains Ryan Ciotoli and Carlos 
Restrepo stayed a fifth year at Ithaca to try 
for that national title this season. 

"A couple of the other guys came back an
other year. We planned on winning it," Hall 
said. "We didn't do that, but it's hard to com
pete with teams that bring their whole team." 

"Absolutely," Hall exclaimed. "We went 
all out. We left everything on the mat, and 
we did the best we could, and it was defimtely 
worth it coming back with those guys. I'd do 
it again in a second." 

Nostalgic feelings surrounding gradua
tion haven't set in for Hall yet, but he knows 
he will miss Ithaca and the Bomber 
wrestling team soon. 

"A bunch of us are going to be staying 
around the area, so we'll be around," he said. 
"Right now I'm kind of happy the whole 
thing's done, but I'm sure I'll miss it." ''It was great to get everybody back at the 

right time," Coach Marty Nichols said after 
an injury-ridden season for the Bombers. 
"The guys went out there and performed and 
did a great job." "My ribs were bothering ;11e a little bit 

· When Hall was asked if he and his fellow 
captains were pleased with their decision to 
stay the extra year, he replied happily. 

See Page 23 for the results from the oth
er four Bombers at the Division Ill 
wrestling tournament. 

Swimmers still rule over state meet 
BY ANDREW KROECKEL 
Staff Writer 

This year the Blue and Gold de
cided they wanted the respect of their 

CQ-Ujpeti-1 
tors and 
w o u Id 
settle for 
nothing less than domination. 

The Bombers did repeat as 
state champions, outscoring their 
nearest foe, Alfred, by 140.5 
points. The Bombers had to over
come a few setbacks but still won 
easily as their true strength - depth 
- proved to be the difference. 

As for garnering the respect of 
their competitors, Coach Kevin 
Markwardt felt the team answered 
tha~uestion. 

"Yeah, no doubt about it," 
Markwardt said. ''There's no 
question that we put on a perfor
mance that we're all proud of. I 
~ think there's any doubt that 
we easily succeeded at what our ex
pectations were." 

To meet those expectations, 
however, the Bombers did not 
have to completely abandon every
thing from last year. The team re
taiq~ last year's strategy to remain 
focused on the swimming and ignore 
the scores, which were more 
prominently displayed this year. 

"We just kinda swam," senior 
tri-captain Dave Balta said. "We 

didn't worry about the score a 
whole lot. We just kinda swam and 
did everything as a team." 

As a team, the Bombers also 
adopted the idea that each of the 
three days was a separate meet. They 
tried to win each day individually, 
imagining that all the teams started 
at zero again the next day. 

The first of those three days be
gan as it traditionally has for the 
Bombers - with a slow start (or 
"calm," as Balta called it) in the 
morning with the provisional races. 

The team came around in the af
ternoon with three of its eight in
dividual wins and finished with a 
69.5-point lead. 

Freshman Steve Barnes provi
sionally qualified for nationals 
with his win in the 500-yard 
freestyle (four minutes, 39.39 
seconds), and sophomore Sean Ka
vanaugh did the same in the 200-
y a rd intermediate medley 
( 1 :55.97). The 400-yard medley re
lay team - Balta, Kavanaugh.ju
nior tri-captain Mike Thurk and 
sophomore Sasha Kuznezov -
won in a time of 3:30.31. 

The second day of the meet was 
the IJighlight for the Bombers as 
they pulled it all together and 
placed swimmers where they 
were needed - above the line and 
in the top eight finishing spots. 

"I've never seen us in so many 
of those positions where we were 

locked in to the ideal situation," 
Markwardt said 

The Bombers combined this in
pool success with fiery pre-swim 
words from Balta and Thurk to car
ry the momentum and increase their 
lead to 99.5 points. 

'The second night we came out 
very fired up," Balta said. "We had 
two or three good, solid swims to 
start off the meet. A lot of people 
moved up in positions. We just got 
on a roll. We had three or four peo
ple come up to us and be like, 'You 
guys are on fire right now."' 

Those two or three solid swims 
came from Kavanaugh, as he won 
the 400-yard individual medley 
(4: 10.78), and Thurk, who took the 
100-yard breaststroke in 59.19. 
Those finishes provisionally qual
ified the pair for nationals, even 
though Kavanaugh was reflective of 
the team's mindset. 

"I'm not as happy with my per
formance because I did better last 
year," Kavanaugh said. "But I was 
satisfied." 

The Bombers faced their 
biggest setback of the meet on the 
third day as they lost 50 poi~ts 
when junior diver Devin Fay was 
disqualified from both the one-me
ter and three-meter dives for be
ing unable to finish the three-me
ter competition. Fay had placed 
second in the one-meter and 
qualified for the top eight in the 
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CARLY CHAMBERLIN/fHE ITHACAN 
JUNIOR CO-CAPTAIN Mike Thurk swam as part of the 400-yard med
ley relay team that took first place at the state meet this weekend. 

three-meter but had to return to 
Ithaca before the finals because of 
another commitment. 

Instead of being dropped to 
eighth in the three-meter, he was dis
qualified from the whole meet, and 
the team lost his points. The team 
didn't really need them because it 
was able to fall back on an out
standing individual performance 
from Barnes, as well its depth to 
make up points in many events. 

Barnes sill-prised himself with his 
win in the 1,650-yard freestyle in 
16:01.37, which automatically · 
qualifies him for the national meet. 

As for the depth, out of 20 
events, 14 Bombers placed some
where between ninth and 15th. 

Sophomore Geoff Buteau grabbed 
one l 0th- and two 11th-place fin
ishes. Sophomore Jeremy 
Ouimette was the biggest surprise 
for the Bombers with two top-eight 
finishes - sixth in the 100-yard 
backstroke and seventh in the 
200-yard backstroke. 

''There's no question those 
guys came through," Markwardt 
said. "When you look at a cham
pionship meet, you can have two or 
even three top swimmers but 
depth is usually what's important. 
If you have three guys scoring 12th, 
13th and 14th, they outscore the guy 
that won. It"s the middle of the pack 
guys that need to come through for 
a championship." 
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Three others All-American 
Sixth out of 58 teams at 

NCMs says something 
about the Ithaca wrestling 
team.1be five Bom'bc.7s - half 
the size of championAugsbwg 
Col -
lege's 
(Minn.) 
team 

Wrestl111g 

-

- gave Coach Marty Nichols 
his best finish yet at the national 
championship. 

"It's great," Nichols said. 
"We had a little trouble early 
on in the season and the mid
dle of the season with some 
injuries ... but it was fun." 

Restrepo received a sixth
place seeding and promptly 
upset the No. 3 seed, Vinny 
Pedalino of Western Mary
land, 7-4, in his quarterfinal 
match. Restrepo met the No. 
5 seed, Jamie Taxted of Bue
na Vista (Iowa) in the cham
pionship, falling 7-3. 

Ciotoli made his fourth trip 
to nationals, finishing in 
sixth place after missing half 
of the season with an anteri-

t/ Student Discounts 

or cruciate ligament tear. In 
his semifinal bout, Ciotoli lost 
by just one point, given to the 
College of New Jersey's 
Matt Moscatello for riding 
time. Ciotoli is Ithaca's ninth 
three-time All-American. 

Hall, Restrepo and Israel 
join Ciotoli in earning All
America honors. Israel be
came only the second Ithaca 
freshman All-American. 

Steele lost his first bout of 
the tournament to the top 
seeded heavyweight, Jason 
Ott of Wisconsin-LaCrosse, 
then suffered a concussion io 
his next, forcing Steele to for
feit the rest of the tournament. 

The Bombers lose five se
niors this season: Ciotoli, 
Hall, Restrepo, Conor Heun 
and Dan Montana - quite a 
blow to the roster. 

'Those·guys have kind of 
held our program together for 
five years," Nichols said. 
"We're definitely going to 
miss those guys. They're 
hard to replace." 

t/ Professional Bartending Training 
t/ Tips on Finding a Top Paying Job 
t/ Become a Talented, Socially 

Conscious Bartender 
t/ National Restaurant Association 

Alcohol Awareness Program 
t/ Great Part-time or Summer Job 

LEARN TO BARTEND r 
IN A WEEKENDI = lZJ ~ iii 

CallNow, 
SpacelsLlwaltecll 

April 12th - 14th 
Yale / Princeton Room 

The Statler Hotel 
Cornell Univ. Campus 

\. 

1-800-U-CAN-MIX 
( www.universitybartending.com ) 

dfd1TN@Ti1:U 
Landon .......... $274 
Amsterdam .... $351 
Madrid .......... $342 
Las Angeles ..... $308 
Nellll 'Ym'l<. ••••.••••• $98 
Washington D.C ... $96 
Fares ere round-trip from Syracuse 

Restrictions may apply. Tex not included. 

BUDGO HOTELS 
for a little • 

:?:JD 

SELL ADS FOR THE 
ITHACAN 

SPORTS 

Bo.mber 
Roundup 

GYMNASTICS 

Friday 

The Bombers, the nation's new 
No. l according to the latest poll, 
notched their first dual-meet victory 
of the season by defeating visiting 
Brockport Friday, 182.300-179 .800. 

Senior Jocelyn Genoa led the Blue 
and Gold by tying for first place in 
the uneven bars with a score of9.450, 
tying for second on the balance beam 
with a score of 9.200 and placing 
third in the all-around with an over
all score of 36.300. 

Rounding out the competition for 
the South Hill squad were sophomores 
Leslie Gelatt and Rachel Edelson, 
who tied for first in the floor exercise 
with a score of 9.450. 

Ithaca set a new school record with 
a score of 46.200 on the uneven bars. 

The Bombers are ranked second 
nationally in the latest National Col
legiate Gymnastics Association poll, 

while Gelatt is ranked first and Edel
son second in the floor exercise. Genoa 
is ranked third nationally in the uneven 
bars and fourth in the all-around. 

The Blue and Gold will be back 
in action on Saturday, when they 
compete at the Eastern College Ath
letic Association Championships at 
Ursinus College (Pa.). 

MEN'S INDOOR TRACK 

ECAC meet 

Ithaca placed 19th out of 95 
schools at the ECAC Champi
onships. The Blue and Gold earned 
top lO finishes in four events: the 800-
meters, 4 x 400-meter relay, l ,000-
meter and 500-meter races. 

Leading the way was junior Jim 
Ravener, who broke his own school 
record in the 800-meter run and took 
second place in one minute, 53.34 sec
onds. Sophomore Brandon Mallette 
took sixth with a time of l :54.83. Both 
runners qualified provisionally for this 
weekend's national meet. 

The 4 x 400-meter relay team fin
ished in seventh place with a run of 
3:24.31. Sophomore Jon Barnes 
earned ninth place in the 1,000-me
ters (2:34.79). Junior Joe Kelly 
placed 10th in the 500 meters 
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(15:30.40). Sophomore Shaun Fyffe""' 
put up a strong showing in the 1,500 
meters, finishing 11th out of 20 run
ners with a time of 4:03.33. Else
where on the track, freshman 
Shawn Calabrese placed 12th in the 
3,000-meters (8:50.76) and junior 
Kyle Robison took 13th in the high 
jump (1.91 meters). 

WOMEN'S INDOOR 
TRACK 

ECAC meet 

The Bombers finished 10th out 
of 51 teams at the ECAC champi
onships last weekend at Tufts 
University. 

Sophomore Amanda Laythan\" 
finished first in the l ,500-meter run 
with a time of four minutes, 35.35 
seconds. That time automatically 
qualifies her for the NCAA meet next 
weekend. Junior Erin Boshe also 
qualified for NCAAs, though provi
sionally, finishing in 4:42.40. 

Sophomore Kristen Cravotta 
qualified provisionally for the 
NCAA meet in the 800-meter run 
with a time of 2:18.81. 

The NCAA Division III champi
onships meet is March 8-9 at Ohio 
Northern University. 
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