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IC wrestlers look for national title

DAVID HERZ
Special 0 The Journal
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The lthaca College wrestling
team in 1987-88 could almost 1aste
a national championship. The
Bombers entered the Division 111
national tournament 15-0 and No.
I-ranked nationally.

During a banner season, Ithaca
had twice defeated reams that had
held the number one ranking. All
that was left was a national title.

But it was not to be. In the sea-
son-ending national tournament in
Wheaton, 1ll., the Bombers fin-
ished third behind — a team they
nad beaten during the season in
dual meets — St. Lawrence —and
second-place Montclair State. It
was the best finish in the school his-
tory, but the Bombers ended the
season wanting more

“We came away from the na.
ional tournament knowing we
could have won 1t,”" said Bomber
head coach John Murray. *'But we
were a very voung team. You have
10 be good and lucky to win the na-
tional title. We hope this year we
know what it takes to win it all."

It all begins for 1C this weekend
when the team hosts an 18-team in-
vitational tournament Fridayv and
Saturday at Light Gym

Ithaca is one of the pre-season
choices to win it all in 1988-89. Last
season, all ten Bombers qualified
tor the national tournament. Nine
of the ten return this yvear, One of
those nine Mike Cronmiller,
last’s year national champion at
158 pounds — will sit out the sea-

son as a red-shirt. Why red-shirt a
national champ?

“When Mike transfered to Itha-
¢a not all his credits were accepted.
He still has two vears of school left
and only one of eligbility,”” Murray

IC Wrestling

| 98R-89 Schedule
Fri-Sat — 1C Invitational
Nov, 16 — Binghamton State
Nov. 19 — Kean/Mansheld
Dec. 45 — a1 RIT Invitational
Dec. 7 — at Oswego State
Dec. 10 — at Cortland State
Dec, 13 — Wilkes College
lan. 14 — Dav. 11} duals
Jan, 20-21 — NYS meet
Jan. 28 — a1 Albany State
Feb, 1 — St. Lawrence
Feb, 4 — a1t Cornell
Feb, 10 — Potsdam/RI1T
Feb. 11 — Buffalo State
Feb. 17-18 — Regionals
March 3-4 — Nationals

said. **We have a good shot at hosl
ing the national tournament n
1990. It gives Mike a chance to de
fend his utle at home.™

Murray also has an ace up his
sleeve at 158 pounds

““We have a transter from
Naval Academy, Tom Tierny, who
competed at the Division | nation
als. He is an excellent wrestler and
should contnbute.”™

Ithaca has only one spol nol oc
cupied by an incumbant. Lasi
year's heavyweight, Rich Kane,
graduated after becoming only the
third In school history 1o post 1)
or more victories. Transfer Randy
Cotten arrives with tour vears ol
wrestling eligibility. Cotten was a
standout at Fulton High School,
one of the top high school pro
grams in New York state.

""Randy

slow, "’

the

will  probably star
Murray said. ‘*‘He hasn’'i
wrestled in a while and he i1s coming
oft knee surgery. But he has a great
deal of ability.™

Four All-America’s return to the
Bomber hineup: Iim Cotter, Marty
Nichols, Dan Bieller, and Mike Fu-

-

ON TOP:

e

hope 1o continue on last season's success when the new season opens this weekend.
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lthaca College’s Ron Gross, pictured winning a match last vear, and the other nine returners to the Bomber wrestling team
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Taking Aim: Ithaca College wrestlers look for national title. The Ithaca Journal, November 9, 1989.




