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COACH STEVE BABCOCK talks over plans for the coming Alfred Tech wrestlJng season 
with two candldates tor the heavyweight slot, Mike Moretti of Hornell, center, and Blair 
Buchholz or Wellsville. Alfred, which opens Wednesday night at Jamestown CC, bas a mark or 
33 straight dual meet victories, one short of the national record. • 
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Mat Note
Tech Wrestlers To Open Wednesday; After Record. Wellsville Daily Reporter, December 14, 1971.



Tech rest ers To Open 
e nes 

1 Specla l to the Reporter) 
ALFRED - AJfred Tech's 

umazin~ dual meet winnin~ 
streak in wrestlin~ is one shy or 
the national junior collef(e 
rt'Cord as the Pioneers head into 
the current campai~n with a 
mecl Wednesday nif(ht at 
Jamestown CC. 

The Alfred mark of 33 
strai~ht, which bef(an early in 
the 1968-69 season, is just one 
away from the national record 
()f 34 established a few years ago 
by Lamar Junior Cotle~e in 
Lamar , Colo. 

"H there has been a lonf(er 
winnin~ streak lrTI \'nl! 'nistory of 
junior colle~e wresilinp;, we 
don't know about it," said Ernie 
Gould of Worthin~ton, Minn., 
director of the NCAA Wrestlinf( 
Coaches Association. 

Steve Babcock of Hornell, 
now in his fifth season as coach 
of the Al£red squbd, believes his 
current team has enou"h ex­
perience and potential amonp; 
the frosh tor another oul­
standinp; year. 

He's quick to point out, 
however, that Tech has lost four 
re~ional champions from last 
season and that the pressure of 
the prolon~ed winnin~ streak 

has him worried. "Every team 
will be aiminp; for us. All our 
opponents want to be the ones to 
end the strinJ(," he observed. 

Alfred won the Re~ion 3 
NJCAA title last year besides 
extendinp; its dual meet streak 
but the only one of five re~ional 
champio'ns returninJ:t is Dick 
Zeitler who took the 
heavywei~ht crown. Zeitler, 11· 
0 over the rep;ular season, will 
be competinl'( at 190 pounds this 
year . 

The mi ssi nJ( quartet of 
champions includes Steve 
Gustin , John Drisdon, Marty 
Winl'(cnbach, and Ron 
Tojdowski. 

Babcock's returnin~ let­
termen include Dan Tracy of 
Homer who was sixth in the 
nationals at 167. "Zeitler and 
Tracy are re~arded by veteran 
coaches as two of the finest 
wrestlers in the east," Babcock 
noted. 

The Alfred coach also has 
Pa\.1\ Smith and Bert Finch 
returnin~ . Smith, who is team 
lri-<:aptain alon~ with Zeitler 
and Tracy, is wrestlin~ at 134 
where Bob Castellani of 
Williamsville, Dan Phillips , and 
Bob Cooper of Copenhal'(en ar~ 
also contendinl'( for the st.artin~ 
job. Smith and Phillips are both 
Elmira Free Academy ~rads. 

Larry Finch of Sidney will be 
used all 50 pounds where he was 
10-1 a season a~o. His brother, 
Bert, will wrestle at 158, while 
the 1i1 pound slot appears to 
have been won by Dean 
Griswold, a senior who did not 
wrestle last year. 

ContendinJ( .at 118 are fresh­
men Gary Milanow s ki of 
Salamanca and Wayne 
Williams of Spencerport. Rich 
Norton, another frosh from 
Buffalo, is the top prospect at 
126. He is a three-time Sectlon 6 
champ. 

Bruce Snider, a frosh from 
Chestnut Rid~c Hi~h in Imler, 
Pa., is baltlin~ Dave Crawford 
of York Central in the 142 wei~ht 
class . 

A three-way fi~ht is bein~ 
wal'(cd fol' the heavyweip;ht spot 
vacated by Zeitler's move to 
190. In this scramole are Butch 
Bartlett, a freshman from 
Elmit·a Free Academy who was 
third in the state meet : Mike 
Moretti or Hornell , a senior who 

did not wrestle last year; and 
fro s h Bl ai r Buchholz of 
Wellsville. Morietti is a brother 
o f Jim Moretti, Alfred 
University quarterback. 

The Alfred schedule : 
Dec. 15 at Jamestown CC, 8 

p.m. 
Dec. l8 - Delhi Tech here, 2 

p.m. 
Jan. 8 - at Auburn CC, 6 p.m. 
Jan. 12 - Erie CC here, 6 p.m. 
Jan. 14 - Hudson Valley CC 

here, 6 p.m. 
Jan. 22 - at Canton Tech, 12 

Noon 
Jan. 26 - at Cornin~ CC, 6 

p.m. 
Jan. 29, at Genesee CC, 3 p .m. 
Feb. 9 - Monroe CC here, 6 

p.m . 
Feb. 12 - at Broome Tech, 2 

p.m. 
Feb. 19 - Mansfield , Pa .. STC 

Frosh here, 2 p.m. 
Feb. 25, 26- Re~ion 3 NJCAA 

Wrest.linJ( Tourney at 
Morrisville Tech, Morrisville, 
N.Y. 




