Mills leads Syracuse to EIWA title; Lehigh second

By TERRY LARIMER *
Call Sports Writer

PRINCETON, N.J. —In a tour-
nament some champions are reduced
to mere mortals, Gene Mills was his
typical superhuman self,

He didn’t just merely win his
fourth Eastern Intercollegiate
Wrestling Association championship
yesterday, he pinned his way to it,
And he didn’t just lead Syracuse to
the team championship, it was his
style that is copied in some degree by
every Syracuse wrestler that made
them champions.

He won every major award inslud-

ing outstanding wrestler, His four
falls gave him the Sheridan Pinning
Trophy. His fourth Eastern title —
something only three others had been
able to do before — gave him the
Fletcher Award for scoring the most
career points for his team in EIWA
competition.

He won it all and just to make it a
little bit more interesting, he came
within one minute of not being in the
tournament at all. It seems he
ballooned to 20 pounds over his
wrestling weight by Thursday morn-
ing of this week.

By Friday he was only within nine
pounds and with an hour to g'u before

the end of wei
had two pou
a minute — and two ounces — to

spare.

-ins Saturday, he still
to go. He made it with

He pinned his first three o ts
and set up a finals match with Le-
's Bob Weaver — perhaps the
first time two U. S. Olympic team-
mates have ever gone head-to-head.

And considering Weaver has
almost as much trouble getting UP to
118 as Mills does getting down, it
looked like the bout was to be a
mismatch. Mills admitted he weighed
133 pounds after his semifinal win
Sunday.

Weaver didn’t let it bother him as

he shot in for two takedowns in the
first period and a 4-1 lead, but Mills
escaped, got his own takedown and
went to work with those half nelsons
that look like his own invention.

It was Mills' bout 20-6 when he
turned Weaver one last time and got
the fall in 5:20. It was his 104th career

pin leaving him just three shy of the
record set by Clarion State's own
living le , Wade Schalles.

Maybe Weaver said it best: ‘]
guess if there's any consolation it's in
considering who I lost to."

Lehigh was a close second in the
team race and halfway through the
semifinals, the Eng'ineer were on a

roll. Weaver, Tom Husted and Darryl
Burley won their bouts at 118, 126 and
134, with Husted and Burley kmcking
off Syracuse wrestlers.

The tide started to turn at 150 when
Orangeman Chris Catalfo won, then

in a few quick minutes, everything
started to go Syracuse's way.

Lehigh's defending champim Jim
Reillywasa 5-3 upset victim
of Yale s Allen W , while on
the adjoining mat, Syracm s Tim
Catalfo was in the process of beating
Wilkes' Joe Birmingham 18-6.

When you consider that Reilly had
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mned Catalfo in a dual meet and
glrmmgham had beaten him badly, it
was a crucial turn of events.

And although was doing
wellin its consolation bouts, Syracuse
wasn't losing any. When Orangeman
heavyweight Mike Rotunda scored a
22, 5-] overtime decision over second-
seeded Jim Phills, the team race was
all but ended.

Lehigh would have had to win
every bout in the consolation and
championship finals and pray for a
Syracuse collapse and with Mills
present everyone knew that wasn’t

going to happen.

Besides Mills, Syracuse also got
championships from both Catalgs
and Rotunda and ran away with the
team title. The final point spread was
159% to 134'%.

It was far from a total disaster for
gh. Nine of its 10 wrestlers
B’eced Burley and Kilrain coasted to
ir third championships and Husted
got his first.

Six Engineers qualified for the
NCAA Wrestling Tournament to be
held here two weekends from now —
the three champs and Weaver, plus
167 pounder Jeff Turner and Reilly.

Turner
surprises of the tournament when he
converted a five-point move in the
second period into and 8-6 win over
Navv’s defending champion John

pulled off another of the big

Reich in the consolation semifinals.
Reich wound up fifth and Reilly,
suffering from a pulled muscle in his

hip, ended up fourth, but both

wrestlers, defending champions and
lacewinners in last year's NCAA
ournament, were given the EIWA's

two wild card berths to the Nationals.

Lehish s Tom Sloand, mrmallyn

tonagu
fnnnauce andpu hﬂﬁu t 150
and Tom Hensler, whu has seen ac-

tion at 167 for the turned in
a creditable sixth place finish at 190.
Both lost heartbreakers in the con-
solation semifinals — Sloand when
the injury clock ran out on him and
Hensler when he lost a t
lead when he was fli to his back
late in his bout with nceton’s

Henry Milligan.

“Syracuse just had too much depth
and really they just wrestled too well
for us to catch them,” Lehigh coach
Thad Turner said. *‘We had our disap-
pointments, but we had a few things
£0 our way, too, so I guess you can't
say we really had a bad tournament.

Syracuse (and third-place finisher
Navy) each placed their entire

teams.
Husted had plenty of friends in the
cham portrait. In addition to his

Lelﬁgﬁim teammates, both Catalfo
brothers were school teammates
of his at Montvale (N.J.) By ¢
be pulling for them," H said
after his 14-5 thumping of Army's
Mark Palzer in the Tinals.

Husted had four takedowns, a re-

- versal and near fall in that bout,

which capped his first season as a
Lehigh wrestler.

“It's tough work here with the
academics and all, but it's all worth
it, and this makes it more so,"’ the
Wisconsin transfer student said.

He was a little more excited about
his Eastern title than old hands like
Burley and Kilrain were.

“Coach told me I hadn't been work-
ing on my takedowns, nuIthmght I'd
get in some practice,” he said in

ining his 11-takedown 24-10 rout
of William & Mary's Billy Pincus in
the finals.

“It's what I do best and it's what

.I'll have to go to if I get into trouble at

the Nationals.™
Kilrain was also looking two weeks

ahead. "'l can't really say there’s
much difference between this one and
the other two ( Eastern titles),"”
Kilrain explained. ‘It's what happens
two weeks from now that's impor-
tant.”

An old knee injury flared up on
Kilrain in his final bout with "
Mark Phillips so he decided to
the mat, work toward four near f
in the final period and score a 15-3
walkaway.

Among other Valley area
products competing, 'sJim
Fraivillig, a former Freedom stand-
out, lost a tough decision to Kilrain in
the semifinals and wound up fifth at
177 and Navy's Doug Heimbach, who
did his school wrestling at Liber-
ty, up sixth at 126.
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'WRESTLING
[EWVA TOURNAMENT

Team ’ﬂm
Syracuse (S) 1593, igh (L) 134"
l;l'-auHH'l i Army (A) 50'a; Tempie (T)

inceton (Pr) a: William & Mary
(WM) Mz, Yale (Y) 39« Cornell (Cr) 375
Wilkes (W) 33’ 2. Columbia (Cm) 32'a; Frank-
lin & Marshall (FM) 22. Harvard (H) 195
Coigate (Cg) l4'a; Penn (Pn) 132 East
Straudsburg (ES) 3

118~ Gene Mills (5) pinned Jim Abbott
(Cg) in 2:13: Bob Weaver (L) dec. Ray
Ero-ﬁl't_rmn (WM) 52

126-- Tom Husted (L) dec. Dale Mills (5)
11-10; Mark Palzer (A) pinned Sam Edwards
(Cr) 77, 1'%9 overtime.

134-- Darryl Burley (L) dec. Mark
lacovelll (S) 1246 Billy Pincus (WM) dec.
Dave Hal vy (N) 124,

142-- Gene Nighman (Cr) pi Andy
McNerney (H) ind: 13, Bill Swezey (WM ) dec.

ﬁ"f“ me.‘“.?;’-'m (S) pi Ned Pﬁlzer
(Pr) in 7:11; fanhﬁhd‘gl"l ) dec. ve

Galdi (Cm) 84,
Allen wnhingrnn (Y ) dec. Jim Reilly
Ewiinu;;nmcmﬂm ) dec. Joe Birmingham

167-- Colin Grissom (Y ) dec. Mark SChiitt
E—PSM}? Dave Hagg (A ) dec. Je#f Turner (L)

177-- Colin Kilrain (L) gec. Jim Fraivillig
(Pr) 14-6; Mark Phillips (N) dec. Doug
Graham (A) 51

190-- Tony Mantella (T) dec. Henry Milli-

n [Fr‘g: 83 Ernig Bilackman (FM) dec
gq.;oa pars (N) 52 , .
wt-- Jay Craddock (Cim) dec. Rick Smith

(W) &3 otunda (5) dec. Jim Philis (H)
-2 51 .
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{ ) dec. Jim Ab-
‘Edwards (Cr) dec. Dale Mills
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Il-il - Mark lacovelli (S) dec. JormOrr(Pr)
mliﬂ-— Gary Siegel (S) oec. Tom Bold (L)
Hilnlﬂ Galdi (Cm) dec. Ned Pelger
ll Mike Rodgers (N) oec. Jim Relliy (L)
167+ Jott Turner (L) gec. Joe Coolican (§)
177 Kurt Honis (§5) dec. Pete Creamer

tml‘!_
“W Milligan (Pr) dec. George

Fears (N) 32
!-IIM Cox (T) gec. Pa! Ryan (N)

.10~ 3555 D2 vurer

126 - llmtz Fiste (Pr) gec. Doug Heim:
hltthH& P4

¥ I -] ltlrr Citoneili (T) gec. Dave Halla-
-WMEMW[H}M.HMIH-
I'rr.im Sioand (L) dec. Mal Fulimer
g ingham (W) won Dy Oetault
u-nE g f

o
(N) gec. Mark Schiim
Frawillig (Pr) oec. Douwg
Henslor |
Hwt--
Rick Srni

{
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&
Dougherty (S) dec. Tom
hw, ilis (H) won by default over






