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The last two Eastern Intercollegiate 
Wrestling Association championships 
have belonged to one wrestler and one 
team - two years ago, Mark Lieberman 
and Lehigh, last year, Mike Brown and 
Lehigh. This year there's a good chance 
the Easterns wilt belong to Gene Mills
and Syracuse. 

Lehigh coach Thad Turner figures the 
team that wins this year's tournament, 
which starts today at Princeton, will do it 
by picking up the third and fourth places. • 

His team didn't get many of them last 
• year. but didn 't need them as the Engi

neers won six first places and had the 
team championship wrapped up before the 
final round began. 

No one expects it to be that easy this 
year. You might figure a tournament that 
includes seven returning champions would 
be a fairly easy one to predict. And you 
might also figure that with four of those 
returning champs, Lehigh would be the 
favorite. 

- But the Engineers just lost a dual meet 
to Syracuse. had trouble beating Both 

- Navy and Wilkes and didn't meeta 
Princeton team that went 18-1 this season 
and will have the advantage of hosting the 
77th EIW A tournament in Jadwin~ Gym. • 

Syracuse's Mills, owner of the fastest 
half nelson in the East and perhaRs the 
best wrestler in his weight class in the 
country, will try to become the third 
straight four-time Eastern champ and 
only the fifth in the long history of the 
tournament. 

The Syracuse mighty-mite scored his 
tOOth career pin last week in the Lehigh 
meet and is just seven shy of former 
Clarion State great Wade Schalles' career 
record. You won't find many knowl
edgable wrestling fans who will bet 
against his·getting four of those seven this 
weekepd and thus putting himself in a 

• • • ene ills- yracuse· a 1r 
position to walk off with all the major 
awards the EIW A has to offer. 

- But Turner's right. This tournament is 
not going to be won by the Mlllses, the 
Darryl Burleys, the Colin Kilrains, the 
John Reichs. It's going to be won by the 

· team that backs its champions with 
placewinners and that means it'll at least 
be a three-team and perhaps a five-team 
race. 

Mills is back at 118 where he won three 
titles before redshirting a year ago and 
letting his younger brother, Dale, win ao 
Eastern title. Dale is back. at 126 this year. 
Lehigh's Burley, Kilrain and Reilly are all 
favored to win their respective 134-, 177-
and 158-pound crowns and Navy's Reich 
should reach the winners ' circle again at 
167. Lehigh also has defending heavy
weight champion Drew Keiser returning, 
but he has already lost to two other 
heavyweight contenders in the East this 
season. 

The tournament may have something it 
has lacked for several years- competi
tion- but not at every weight. In fact, 
with the strength up top in a few weights 
and some good balance throughout several 
others, it could be one of the most hotly
contested Easterns in years. It looks like 
this by weight classes : 

118- Mills ( 16-0) is not only in a class, 
but a world all his own. And the rest of the 
field here is not too strong despite the 
presence of Mills' Olympic teammate Bob . 
Weaver (13-3) of Lehigh. Weaver is nurs-
ing a bad shoulder and his lack of size may 
hurt during the two-day grind. Still, they 
may be the two best bets to meet in the 
finals. 

~ 126- Husted (7-2) easily handled Dale 
Mills ( 11-3-n and just got b~ Navy's Doug 
Heimbach (13-4-2) . Cornell s Sam Ed
wards ( 12-5) was a third-place finisher a 
year ago and Bast Stroudsburg's Alan 
Reto (14-7-1) was runnerup, but has been 
~i~elined the past four weeks with a finger 
InJury. 

• 

134- Burley ( 15-0.1 ) should have no 
trouble winning his third Eastern title. 
This Is another weight where ESSC has a 
shot at placing as sophomore Dan Odom 
had a fine 15-3 record and placed second in 
the Pennsylvania Conference Tournament 
a week ago. William & Mary's Billy · 
Pincus ( 17-1 ) was third a year ago, but · 
there's not much more competition. 

• 

14%- Three unbeaten wrestlers lead 
the pack with Cornell's Gene Nighman 
c 19-0), a third-place finisher a year ago 
perhaps the best of the group. Navy's 
Barry Kenny C741 >and William & Mary's 
Ed Swezey ( 19-0) may make it difficult for 
Lehigh's Tom Bold (4-7-1 ) to get a third 
place and a trip to the NCAA meet. 

1~ Another strong trio heads this 
weight class with Syracuse's Chris Catalfo 
<8-0 > perhaps the best of the lot. Navy's 
Frank Shaffer (16-2-2) was second last 
year and Army's Ed Wohlwender (9-2) 
was third .t 

158 Reilly (14-3 ) had looked impres
sive since getting down to his tournament 
weight for the last few dual meets, but has 
some competition in the form of Temple's 
Mike DeGenova (16-3), who placed third 
last year after beating Reilly in a dual 
meet, Navy's Mike Rodgers (12-2-2) and 
Yale 's Allen Washington (14-2). 

187- Reich should coast to the finals, 
but there is enough depth in this class to 
prevent Lehigh's Jeff Turner ( 6-2) or 
ESSC's Barry Gay (8-9) from getting into 
the top four. 

177- Kilrain ( 13-0) is in the same spot 
as Mills. Burley and Reich. No one in this 
class can stay with him. Navy's Mark 
Phillips or Princeton's Jim Fraivillig 
C 15-3-1) , a third place finisher last year, 
may see Kilrain in the finals. 

190- Franklin & Marshall's Craig 
Blackman < 15-2) came within a hair of 
beating Mike Brown for the championship 
last year, but may be a bridesmaid again. 

' Temple's Tony Mantella (23-1 l has had 
enough of Kilrain and has moved up a 
weight, Princeton's Henry Milligan (12-0l 
has had enough of 350.pounders and has 
moved down a weight. 

Heavyweight- Keiser (6-8-1) has al
ready lost this season to Rotunda ( 14-4) 
and Navy's Pat Ryan (12-5) . Columbia's 
Jay Craddock and Harvard's Jim Phills 
both have 20.2 records. 

The action gets under way ~t 11 a.m. 
today with the preliminary round. The 
quarterfinals follow at 6 p.m. Semifinals 
will be 11 a.m. tomorrow with consolation 
finals at 5:30p.m. and finals at 7 p.m. 

The championship finals will be shown 
at 9 p.m. Thursday on WLVT-TV with Shel 
S_iegel and Larry Sheridan providing the 
commentary. • 

• 
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