‘Mills thrills
home crowd

By RANDY LANGE
Herald-News Staff Writer

PRINCETON — It wouldn't have been unusual if Gene Mills was
disappointed about wrestling for a national collegiate title so close to
home. But Mills insisted all along that he wanted to win it at Prince-
ton, in front of his friends, family and home state. And his friends and
family were there, right down to 7 1%-week-old nephew Jason, to
cheer Mills on in his attempt to win a second NCAA gold medal.

Mills didn't let any of his fans down. He pinned John Jartupee of
Central Michigan in 6:35, and won the Most Outstanding Wrestler
award as well, to conclude a fabulous college career at Syracuse.

“My whole block, a lot of people from my town and my old high
school (DePaul) were here tonight,” he said, more relaxed than he had
been in three days. “I'm glad I won it here at Princeton.”

TOM MARTUCCI OF Trenton State and Palisades Park had similar
sentiments. “It had a lot to do with it, wrestling in front of my home
state. It helped.” Martucci, the only Division III finalist, won the 190-
pound title, 43, over Tony Mantella of Temple, the only unseeded
wrestler in the finals.

North Jersey did get an unexpected disappointment in the last bout
in Jadwin Gym Saturday night, however, when Bruce Baumgartner,
the Indiana State junior from Manchester High. was pinned in the
third period by Lou Banach of lowa.

For Baumgartner, it was his first lose of the year after 40 wins and
his second straight loss in the heavyweight finals. For Banach, it was
revenge for getting pinned by Baumgartner earlier this year, and also
gave the Banach family of Port Jervis, N.Y. its second championship
In less than an hour, coming close on the heels of twin brother Ed’s
pin in the 177 finals.

THE 116 CHAMPIONSHIP bout followed Mills' usual script. He
started out slowly, giving up the opening takedown quickly, and led by
just 5-3 after the first period. “A lot of people got me in the first
period because I'm really sloppy then,” he said.

But he was soon down to business, scoring five back points in the

final 1:15 of the second period for a 13-5 lead. Another near-fall and
then the pinning move followed in the final frame.

See MILLS, Page D-6
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Mills wins second championship

“1 used the Mills half.” he said. re-
ferring to the hall nelson he has
nertected trom his knees. ] go
draicht over his head and he s not
Cxpecting vl he s~ expecting me 1o
run around totry to turn him.”
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stay at 119 pounds for 1wo tourna-
ments against the Russians, then in-
crease his weieht to 125 for bouts at:
ter that. :

‘With Gino. 1t was a cuaranteed
six points,” said assistant coach
John Janiak. "He's just got an aura
ahout him — he gives conlidence 1o
the next guyv in the lincup and the
nex! guv and the next We have a
good nucleus back for next vear, but
i1 1sn’t going to be the same [t's hard
tn replace the hest wrestler in the
world

“dFHIH i's hout was the tPITi‘!IT'l‘

what many people have said 1s
!h{* overcautious nature of the
NCAA hinal round He and Mantella

wrestled a scoreless first period,
both getting warned with four sec-
onds left. In the second, Martucci
got one stall point and Mantella two.

But with 24 seconds left in the
middle frame. Martucei made the
one move that seems to characierize
his victories and scored a takedown
He added an escape in the third pe-

riod for his third straight one-point
Viciory

“I knew we 'hoth had similar
styles,” said Martucci. 1 just kept
working him. but when I got with the
stalling 1 had to push mvself a little
harder I was very cautious hecause
| knew he had a good shuck.”

No matter how carefully wrestled
it was, the victory gave Martucci the
most improbable win in the finals.
“It's great. It's the greatest thing In
the world,” he beamed. “If vou go
oul and say vou're a Division LIl na-
tional champion. people sav so
what. But I'm a Division [ national
champion now.”

Baumgartner's loss was unexpect-
ed, since he was the top see. un-
defealed and had already pinned
Banach in under two minutes earli-
er this season. But from a 3-3 tie,
Banach took charge with a two-point
near fall late in the second period
and then caught Baumgartner in a
cradle at the 5.45 mark.




