Mills
is back
on top

By BILL EDWARDS
Press Staff Writer

PRINCETON — He is “Mean Gene, the

He is Gene Mills, Syracuse University's
senior 118-pounder from Pompton Lakes,
who returned atop the intercollegiate wres-
tling world by winning his second NCAA
Division I championship last night before an
g];lnded Jadwin Gymnasium crowd of

Roughly five years ago right here, Mills
completed a standout career at DePaul High
School in Wayne by sweeping NJSIAA lau-
rels at 115 pounds.

Last night, “Mean Gene, the
Machine' cut down Central Michigan’'s John
Hartuppe with a half-nelson combination
with 1:25 to go in the third period to recap-
ture the title he won two years ago but relin-
quished last year when he redshirted in
quest of Olympic dreams.

It was the fourth pin in five bouts for
Mills, the most valuable wrestler in this
tournament. He pinned his way to a fourth
straight EIWA championship two weeks ago
here, He closes out his collegiate career with
pins in 14 of his last 15 collegiate starts.

Mills overcame early control by Hartu-
pee, who scored first but who repeatedly
offered resistance, working his way out of
bounds on numerous occasions. Mills swung
out to a 53 lead in the first period. A three
point near fall late in the second period
boosted the lead to a 135 lead. Mills mount-
ed a 16-5 lead in the third period before com-
pleting the operation at 1:35.

“l was just trying to take what he was
giving me,"” said Mills, who winds up this
season at 360. '‘He just kept crawling out of
bounds.

“It's real hard to score points against a
guy like that,

“I really felt 1 was going to pin him,"
said Mills. "It was just a matter of how
many times they (the officials) were going
to let him run out of bounds."

For Darryl Burley, however, it was
disappointment for a second straight year.

The Lehigh junior 134-pounder from
Pemberton suffered a 168 loss to lowa
State’s Jim Gibbons.

Two years ago, Burley won a national
title at lowa State. Last year, he was a los-
ing finalist to lowa's Randy Lewis.

GGibbons, who dropped a 166 decision to
Burley earlier this season, carried a 4-3 lead
into the third period. Burley tied up the bout
temporarily with an escape, but the junior
from Ames, lowa, sealed up the gold medal
with three takedown s, plus a pair of back
points in thef two minutes.

lowa, meanwhile, clinched its fourth
straight national team championship and
fifth in the last six years, under Dan Gable.

Gable's Hawkeyes, with five finalists,
mathematically sewed things up as early as
the afternoon’s consolation finals. They held
a 2T%-point lead over Oklahoma and a 43%-
point lead over archrival lowa State.
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In other finals last night, Dan Cuestas of
Cal-Bakersfield, a Division [I champ, held
off North Carolina's Dave Cooke for a 7-5
decision at 126 pounds; Oklahoma's Andre
Metzger, a losing finalist a year ago, downed
lowa's Len Zalesky, 106, at 142 pounds,
lowa State's Nate Carr whipped Iowa's Scott
Trizzino, 10-5, at 150,

Later on last night, Trenton State Col-
lege's Tom's Martucei brought New Jersey
its second NCAA title.

The senior from Palisades Park, a Divi-
sion III champ, held off Temple University's
Tony Mantella, 43, to give Trenton its first-
ever Division | national erown.

A Martucci escape at the outset of the
third period was the difference in what was
the most conservative final of all last night,
much to the crowd's displeasure; not a take-
down was scored and double stalling was
called twice.

“I knew it would be that kind of bout,"
said Martucci. “We both know each other so
well."

“l had to be very cautious and that's
why I was hit."”

Bruce Baumgartner's bid to give New
Jersey its third crown was thwarted by
lowa's Lou Banach, who applied a cradle on
the Manchester Regional graduate 15 sec-
onds into the third quarter.

Both Ricky Stewart of Oklahoma State
and Ed Banach of lowa won for the second
straight year. Stewart pinned Oklahoma’s
Dave Schultz in 4:56 at 158 pounds and Ba-
nach decked Clarion State's Charlie Heller in
4:15 at 1T7.

Oklahoma's Mark Schultz captured na-
tional honors at 167, pinning a 104 loss on
lowa's Mike DeAnna, a losing national final-
ISt two years ago.

TOURNAMENT NOTES — Some odds
and ends from the 51st NCAA wrestling
championships:

e When is a wrestling record a wrestling
record? When Bob Dellinger of the National
Wrestling Hall of Fame, Stillwater, Okla.,
says so. Claim to the all-time NCAA pinning
record of 107 by Syracuse's Gene Mills has
not been authenticated by Dellinger

Apparently Mills’' total includes some 45
pins in non NCAA-sanctioned competition.
According to Dellinger, any tournaments in
which Mills competed as an unattached
entry do not count toward the record.

So, it seems, Wade Schalles, two-time
national champ at Clarion State and current
Clemson wrestling coach, still holds the
record of 106.

e Arizona 134-pounder Steve Rothstein
narrowly missed out on an unusual distine-
tion: placing without winning a bout. Dis-
qualified for failing to make weight Thurs-
day night, Rothstein lost his first round
preliminary bout. Had he made weight, he
would have moved directly into the consola-
tion quarterfinals due to numerous forfeits.
A loss there and a loss in the consolation
bout for seventh would have given him
eighth in the tournament at 134 pounds. And
that’s the final spot on the All-America
team.

e lowa State's Hilton Coliseum will host
the 52nd NCAA wrestling championships

next winter. The dates are March 11-13, 1982.

+In previous confrontations between last
night's finalists: at 134, Lehigh's Darryl Bur-
ley beat lowa State's Jim Gibbons, 16-6; at
142, Towa's Len Zalesky whipped Andre
Metzger of Oklahoma, 128; at 150, lowa
State’'s Nate Carr defeated lowa's Scott
Trizzino twice, 82 and 94; at 158, Dave
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Darryl Burley, shown on his way to a victory in a preliminary round match, saw his bid for a NCAA championship
fall shiort last night when he was beaten in finals of 134-pound class.

Schultz of Oklahoma pinned losses of 42 and
10-3 on Rick Stewart of Oklahoma State: at
167, Mike DeAnna of Iowa owns a 148 ver-
dict over Oklahoma's Mark Schultz, and
Baumgartner pinned lowa's Lou Banach in
the Midlands finals at heavyweight

e Heaviest of the heavyweights entered in
the tournament was 408-pound Thad Thacker
of North Carolina State. Lightest heavy-
weight was Temple's Larry Cox, 192 pounds.
Both were second-round losers

CONSOLATION FINALS
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