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This
week’s
Flying

Eagle
by Ross Conti

Joe Giani believes in the progression 
of natural order. In 1979, at the 
Division III Wrestling Tournament,' 
Giani achieved All-American status for 
the first time by finishing in third place. 
Giani also managed to accumulate the . 
most pins in the least amount of time, 
thereby earning the prestigious award 
for being the nation’s number one 
pinner.

With a third place medal under his 
singlet, the more experienced Giani 
“grappled” his way to the finals of the 
1980 National Tournament, -only to 
have the finals of the gold elude him 
again. Giani managed to take second 
place, however,. and his efforts helped 
power the Brockport team to their 
second National championship title, 
making Brockport the only team to win 
the title twice. The Senior two-time All- 
American now ardently believes that 
there is only one path left to take: the 
one that stops^briefly at the top of the 
Division III Award pedestal before 
heading for the Division I tournament. 
“This is my last season, I’ve already 
taken third and second, what better way 
could there be to finish?” rhetorically 
asked the Brockport Co-captain. ‘Td 
also like to see the team win it again.”

The sturdy Giani, a Physical 
Education major with a concentration 
in Sports Management, in addition to 
his National honors, has had quite a 
successful career to date.

Jo« QIanI
As a Senior at Huntington Hign 

School, Giani placed third in the High 
School State Tournament and was 
appraoched by several colleges 
interested in recruiting him. “Rhode 
Island offered me a scholarship but I 
decided B’port would be best because of 
the. Phys. Ed. Dept., and especially 
because of the wrestling program that 
Coach (Don) Murray had put together 
here.”

The choice seems to be, a . natural: 
Joe’s father Lou Giani, a former 
Olympian, is the H ead Coach 
atHuntin^on. Lou coached not only 
his son, but also Don Murray, 
Brockport’s highly successful wrestling 
coach. Adds Joe, “My father also 
encouraged me to  enroll at Brockport.”

Joe Giani’s college career record now 
stands at 8S-6-1 including many 
tournam ent cham pionships. Last 
weekend’s SUNYAC tournament held 
at Brockport, yielded Giani his third 
SUNYAC title. “Getting the Most 
Valuable Wrestler award and winning it 
(the SUNYAC) in front of the home 
crowd was the biggest thrill of my 
wrestling career, “commented the three 
time champ. “It’s been great watching 
the program improve and mature here 
at Brockport. Fm really glad to be a part 
of that growth.”

In his spare time Giani chooses to 
relax by spending some time in the 
woods fishing or hunting. Joe also has 
worked in the Campus Rathskellar 
since his freshman year.

Graduation in May won’t end Joe 
Giani participation in his favorite 
sport. I’ll be working with my father at 
Huntington High school as the JV 
wrestling coach,”

Giani and Giani should be quite a 
tandem, but there is a segment of the 
saga not yet finished: the countdown is 
still 3....2...and holding. Holding that is, 
until the National tournament begins 
this weekend at John Carroll University 
in Cleveland, Ohio.

Koz Komments

Jo* Giani, Mat King

Women

bounce
to

states

Tomorrow night at I 
Stony Brook the high f 
flying Eagles of the.,
B r o c k p o r t  S ta te  
Women’s Basketball 
team put their No. 1 
seeded position on the ' 
line, when they battle !
Saint Rose of Albany I 
in the Division III 
S tate Tournam ent.
Here’s wishing the
Women Gagers good _

by Warren Kozireski
Tomorrow, the Golden Eagle hockey 

team will play host to the Ice Knights of 
Geneseo at 7 p.m. in the final game of 
the season...The injury plague struck 
again on the trip to New England 
College when captain Jim MacColIum 
"*went down with a knee injury...Glenn 
Toughey and Greg Brannan both will 
not be competing in the last game of 
the ir co lleg iate  hockey careers 
tomorrow.

The gymnastics team will host the 
New York State tournament in Tuttle 
North on Friday and Saturday. Such 
top teams as Cornell and Cortland will 
make appearances...Coach Liz Baker is 
realistically looking for a solid fourth 
p lace  f in is h  fo r  h e r  sq u ad .

The wrestling team takes seven 
wrestlers to John Carroll University in

Cleveland, Ohio this weekend to . 
compete in the Division III Nationals. 
Brockport is looking to become the first 
team to ever win the championship 
three times and twice in a row.

Plans are reportedly in the works to 
construct a baseball stadium in 
Buffalo. Building the stadium will be 
easy compared with attempting to gain 
an expansion franchise.

STRIKE will be the word thousands 
of baseball fans will see in newspapers 
across the country as the compensation 
issue still simmmers...I was right on 
only one of the four free agents I 
mentioned two weeks ago. Bill Castro 
did sign with the Yankees, but Ray 
Burris signed with the Expos, Lenny 
Randle with the Mariners and Luis 
Tiant is receiving a courtesy tryout with 
the Yankees.

Gymnasts close at 7-3
by M ickey Orr

The Golden Eagle gymnasts closed 
their season this past week at 7 wins and 
3 losses, with losses to Division II 
Cortland and New York State Nunnbci 
one ranked Ithaca College, and a win 
over Canisius College in Buffalo.

Of primary consideration are the 
scores achieved by the Brockport team. 
An average score of 110 points is 
required of Division III teams to  qualify 
them for national competition. This 
average is based on two away 
p e r fo rm a n c e s  an d  tw o  hom e 
performances. All three meets proved 
significant.

At home February 11, the Golden 
Eagles hosted Cortland.

In N the vaulting event, Cortland's 
Karen Currier and Beth Sholtes took 
first and second places with respective 
scores of 8.35 and 8.30. In third place 
was Brockport's Debbie Zurfluh with 
8.15.

Brockport had some difficulty with 
their bar and beam routines and lost the 
top three places to a talented squad in 
those two events.

In the floor exercise, Beth Sholtes 
finished first with an 8.00, Marci 
Gonzalez finished second with 7.75, and 
Carlene Feraco finished third with 
7.70. D. Zurfluh finished fourth with a 
career high of 7.50.

The all-around competition saw Beth 
Sholtes in first place scoring 31.75, 
M. Gonzalez second with 27.65, and 
D. Zurfluh with another career high of 
27.50 for third. The final score read: 
Cortland 118.25, Brockport 109.55. 
•Brockport needs a score of 110.45 a t the 
upcoming State meet for an average of 
110 and national qualification.

On February 17, the Golden Eagles 
traveled to Canisius. 
reached their season high and a 
qualifying score defeating Canisius
110.45 to 106.50.

Brockport achieved a school record 
vaulting total of 33.65. Janet Mishoe 
achieved an individual record with a 
first place 8.55 vault. D. Zurfluh 
captured a close second with 8.50 and 
Carlene Feraco third with 8.35.

In the uneven bars Canisius' Chris 
Trey and Mureen Smith placed first and 
second with scores of 6.30 and 6.15 
respectively. Brockport freshman 
Kathy Johnson scored her season's high

for a  third place finish of 6.00. 1 he team 
anxiously awaits her return as she has 
since suffered ligament damage to her 
right krice.

Carlene managed to pull it all 
together though, for a first place finish 
on the balance beam.

Due to  a bar maladjustment in the 
previous event Carlene Feraco had to 
compete painfully through the last two 
events.

* Carlene collapsed after her floor 
exercise routine but only after insuring 
the Brockport qualifying score. This 
was a \cvy courageous effort on her part 
considering the difficulty of her routines 
and the lower back and leg trauma she 
was forced to  contend with. 
She managed the first place finish with 
7.90. Canisius* Pat Cox was second 
with 7-80 and Marci Gonzalez third 
with 7.25.

This past Saturday Brockport went 
on to Ithaca. The Brockport Women 
Gymnasts achieved a 109.65 (sufficient 
to reach the necessary 110 average) at 
Ithaca College. Brockport witness a 
New York State Women's Collegiate 
Gymnastics record performance by the 
Ithaca team.

Janet Mishoe broke her previous 
high with a score of 8.65 (and a  new 
school record for a first place vault 
finish.

Brockport was shut out of the 
remaining event places by the superb 
Ithaca gymnasts. The Ithaca team is 
composed o f mainly specialists, while 
the Brockport team relies on the 
strength of their all-arounders. The 
importance of all around success was 
exemplified by Carlene Feraco's season 
high, first place finish of 29.75. This 
score will also serve to boost her 
national ranking considerably. Linda 
Johnson of Ithaca finished second with
29.45 and M. Gonzales third with a 
carrer high o f 28.10.

The Eagles are honore4 to announce 
that the State competition will be 
hosted in the main gymnasium of Tuttle 
North this coming weekend. Twelve 
teams from around the state will be 
competing and spectator satisfaction is 
guaranteed. Brockport needs a  score of
110.45 to qualify fo r national 
competition and support of a good 
hom e crowd will cer ta in ly  be 
appreciated.

SUMMER 
JOBS 

NYCAREA
Supervisory, specialist and counselor jobs available in YMHA 

and travel camps in the greater New York area. Long 
Island and Westchester.

Write H. Geismar, Group Services Dept., 92nd S treet 
YM-YWHA, 1395 Dexington Ave.. NYC 10028.
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This week's Flying Eagle: Joe Giani. The Stylus, SUNY Brockport, February 25, 1981.




