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S
T. LOUIS - The drought 
is over. 
Northern Iowa, for the 

first time in 37 years, has an 
NCAA Divis ion I champion. 

And Tony Davis couldn't be 
happier. 

"I'm so happy," the Panther 
senior said after scormg a four· 
point move 1:40 into overtime to 
topple lllinois' Adam Tirapelle, 
5-l for the 149-pound title at the 
70th NCAA Championships at 
the Kiel Center. 

" My ftance, my kids are hap. 
py, as well as my coaches,'' he 
added as UNI Coach Mark Man· 
ning shouted " national champi
on" from the back of the inter· 
view room. 

"They stayed on me and said, 
'Hey, if you believe in your~lf 
you can accomplish anythmg 

you want to accomplish,'" Da
vis said while thanking the UNI 
coaching staff. 

Davis wasn't even born when 
UNI's Bill Doston captured the 
137-pound crown in 1963. But he 
realizes the significance. 

" I'm just so happy 1 don' t 
know what 1 should say," he 
said. 

" I'm real proud of him and 
I'm happy for our team," Mru:t· 
ning said. " I know our team LS 
going to feed ofi that." 

Davis was Manning's fl.rst re
cruit as UNI coach. He snagged 
Davis from Iowa Central, where 
he had won two junior college 
national titles. 

"We told him we were going 
to build our program around 
him," Manning said. 

Davis and Tirapelle traded 
escapes and went into overtime 
tied at 1-1. Davis was In on 
several attempts, then finally 
slipped under Tirapelle and put 
him on his back. 

" It was a great match," Davis 
said. "I wasn't tired (going into 
OT) . . . I was so pumped be
cause of the crowd. 

"I kind of felt that he was 
gettmg kind of winded . . . I said 
'OK. this is my match.' " 

Davis ' win, coupled with 
Randy Pugh's fourth-place fin· 
ish at 174, put the Panthers in 
11th place with 42 points. 

This is UNI's best fmish since 
fmishing 11th in 1994. 

IF ConliCt Sports Ed&tor JR Ogden at !3191 
36&8696 or ~~com 

armdrag.com
Mat Note
Davis wins national crown. Cedar Rapids, gazette, March 19, 2000.




