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Northern lowa'a Tony Devil (left) leta UftCied with H•rvlld'a Odom durin& tlwlr 1At pound 
bout Thurad•y lit Ute Klel Center In St. Loull. Davia plnn1d Odom to ..tv.ace. . 

NCAA crown about 
all that's left for 
Northern Iowa star 

By J.R. OJden 
Gazette sports editor 

S
T. LOUIS - Tournament 
time is Tony Davis time. 
The Northern Iowa senior 

from Chicago is wrestling in on
ly his second NCAA Division I 
wrestling'Dleet, but he's made 
national tournaments his per
sonal playground. 

He was a two-time NJCAA 
champion at Iowa Central and 
last year made 
the 149-pound fi. 
nals as a sixth 
seed. He's the 
No. 1 seed here 
this weekend at 
149 and opened 
the tournament 
with a third-pe
riod pin Thurs-
day afternoon. Tony Davia 

He's never UNI 14~under 
produced an unbeaten season, 
but has lost only once in nation
al competition. 

"He's a gamer," UNI Coach 
Mark Manning said of Davis, 
who is 24-1 this season, 43-5 in 
his two years at UNI and 108-10 
in his collegiate career. "He un
derstands the importance of the 
national tournament. 

"He likes that. He thrives on 
that pres&ure." 

NOTEBOOK 
He certainly does. 
At last year's tournament, af. 

ter a injury-filled regular sea
son and three dual losses, he 
sailed into the flnals with three 
lopsided wins. 

"I kind of like it when the 
ball is on the line," he said af
ter pinning Max Odom of Har· 
vard. "You can't give up noth
ing. You gotta go, go, go." 

Last year's championship fi. 
nals loss to Iowa's T.J. wnuams 
has provided motivation as he 
attempts to become UNl's first 
Division I champion since Bill 
Dotson won at 187 in 1963. 

"That just crushed my heart," 
he said of the loss to Will.iams, 
a childhood friend. "This year 
is my last year. I gotta let ev
erybody know where I stand 
and that's a national champion. 

"That's basically what you 
are going to see today, tomor
row and Saturday." 

Even though he's confident 
and seeded No. 1, Davis said he 
won't overlook anybody·this 
weekend. 

Still., he ''really strongly be
lieves that I can't be touched at 
this time." 

New programs? 
• Oklahoma Coach Jack Spates 
believes the Big 12 could add a 
few teams in coming years. 

He knows it's a longshot in 

• 
I 

these days of gender equity 
when wreStling is struggling 
just to keep the programs its 
has, but thinks Texas is fertile 
ground. 

The sport was recently sane· 
tioned on the high school level 

·and club wrestling is popular, 
especially at Texas A&M. 

"I do think some of the Texas 
schools will eventually add 
wrestling," he said. "There's 
enough money in Texas that the 
way to approach this is you buy 
a women's sport and basically ~ 
get a group of people together 
that say we will fund a women's 
sport if you will add wrestling." 

Iowa State Coach Bobby 
Douglas isn't so sure. 

"There are three sports in 
Texas," Douglas said, "profes
sional football, college football 
and high school football." 

Allen honored 
• Mark Allen, sports director 
at KXIC-AM in Iowa City, has 
been named Wrestling Broad
caster of the Year by the Na
tional Wrestling Media Associa
tion. 

Allen has broadcast Iowa du
als and to\U'll8JIJent action for 
five years, teaming with Morrie 
Adams, and also has traveled to 
several international events. 

A former high school wres
tler, Allen also coaches at the 
middle school level. 
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