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• Iowa captures the 
championship, Minnesota 
sneaks into second 
place, and Ohio State's 
Clark goes out a winner 
BY RALPII PAIJU 
....... .~-.. IWIJI fl/11 rt:rtlff' 

Tbe NCM Division I Wrestling 
Championships were dominated -
predictably - by the Big Ten and 
the Big 12. 

Again, Iowa and Oklahoma 
State !ouDd themseiYes booked up 
In a thnl1ing duel at CleYeland 
State University's Convocation 
Center. They went deep Into last 
night's cbampmsbip rounds be­
fore settling matters. 

Iowa was suppoeed to be vul­
nerable this eeuoa, eooaidering 
the Hawkeyea' legendary COld\ 
former Olympic champion Dan 
Gable, had taken a sabbatical 
Oklahoma state was ranked No. 1, 
and Its regular-eeason win over 
the Hawkeyes gave the Cowboys 
momentum. 

But lurking in the shadows 
were the Minnesota Gophers, who 
fared no beUer than third place in 
the Big Ten ToumamenL Tbe Go­
phers sbmrwl the sellout aowd ~ 
12,829, moving past Oklahoma 
State to claim the nmner·up lJ'o. 
pby. 

That, ~ course, led the Hawk· 
eyes with their fourth consecutive 
tiUe. Iowa scored 115 points to far 
outdistance Minnesota (102) and 
Oldahoma state (9&~. 

Yet, even with the supert per· 
ronnances of the tQp-three finish· 
ers, there were other compelling 
moments during these NCAA 
championships. 

There. too, were even a few 
surprises. 

No one expected Ohio State's 
177-pounder, senior l'tfltch Clarlr, 
to overwbelm hls competition. In 
doing so, be endeared hlm.c;ell' to 
the crowd, wlucll was the fourth­
largest in championship history. 

Clark, the division's No. 1 seed, 
hardly pushed himself ln scoring 
an awe-Inspiring 1&-0 technical fall 
over No. 6 seed Vertus Jones of 
West Virginia. Clark captured the 
national championship a year after 
losing iD the title match. 

While Clark's win wasn't sur­
prising. Dwight Gardner's victory 
iD the 167·pound final was some­
what stunning. The Ohio Universi­
b' jwlior upset the No. 1 seed, 
HardeU Moore or Oklahoma State. 

Gardner's win gave the Mid­
American Conference reason to 
pusb out Its collective chest. Gard­
ner iB the conlerence's first na­
tional champion since Buc.htel 
High graduate Andy Daniels woo 
the UB-pound title in 19'78. 

G&rdner and Clark have waited 
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Michigan State's David Morgan (left) has a firm ~P on his opponent, Oklahoma State's T••• Moont, dut1r11 their 118-JOUnd title IMtch In the 
NCAA Division I wrestling championships et Cleveland State. MorCan went on to win by a pin. 

patiently to win their t!Ues. But for 
Iowa's Joe Williams, standing atop 
the podium bas become a familiar 
slghL 

WlDia!l\_,, a four·tlme All-Amer­
Ican and the tournament's Most 
Outstanding Wrestler, won his 
third consecutive Ulle at 167 
pounds. Willia!T!$ fell behind 2.0 
early, but be stormed back to 
score a 7-4 win over PeM's Bran­
don Slay. 

But it was Clartl who left a last· 
lng impression. He melhodlcally 
took apart Jones' defense, getting 
four nearfa1ls in outclassing Jones. 

"1 wasn't expecting it to go lilre 
that," said Clark, who finished 
with a 38-1 record. 

"I worted on my weaknesses 
from last year. I worked on taking 
people down. 'lbat's all I bad to 
do." 

Clark slammed Jones lA> the 
floor live times. He used his legs 
to tie up Jones, locldng blm up 
with a ftgure-four to Lake an 11.0 
lead just 58 seconds into the first 
period. 

"I worked on ll\Y weaknesses from last year. I worked 
on taking people down. That's alii had to do." 

Ml'IOI ClARK 
Or1 Ill& IIOIIIma//lt/ro//if/H/1/IId 

"lt was just a great feellna." 
Clark said. "I lrept looking at the 
clock, ~ to get it done iD the 
first period. 

"I've had guys fold like that be­
fore. I 8'leS8 the foot sweep Is 
wbat really set the tone. I've been 
working on that all year, and I 
don't think I bit that but once or 
twice." 

Though, as expected, Clark 
marched out oC the Convocation 
Center with a gold medal, the 
Hawkeyes were tbe unexpected 
winners. For the first time ln 
nearly 10 years, they were legiti­
mate underdogs. 

Iowa, with its devoted Collowers 

screaming endlessly, entered the 
championship matches with a slim 
live-point teed over the Gopberl 
after the morning session. 

The Gophers, wbo placed be­
hind Iowa and PeM State in the 
Big Ten Tournament, couldn't 
generate enough points ln the eve­
ning session to keep pace. 

The Cowboys appUed the pres. 
sure on Iowa immedlately. Teague 
Moore, a 118 pounder, and 126-
pounder Eric Guerrero opened 
with Impressive victories to ewer­
take Minnesota. 

Moore's win wu unexpected. 
The tournament's third seed upset 
top·ranket.l and unbeaten David 

Moore of Michigan state, register­
Ing a pin at the 4:50 mark. 

GuerTerO was inspired by hls 
No. S seeding. He figured he was 
better than top-seeded Eric Jetton 
oC Wasconsln. 

At least, he was last night. 
Guerrero, wbo twice survived piD 
attempts by Jettoo, won a 5-4 deci­
sion. 

Then, the nation's No. 1-ranked 
team set its sights on the Hawk­
eyes. The Hawlleyes had to count· 
er qui~ to mafntaln their lead. 

The Hawkeyes' 134·pounder, 
No. 1 seed Mark Ironside, re­
sponded with a win over Shawn 
Enright of Ohio University. Then, 
142-pounder Je! McGinnis deci­
sioned Casey Cunnlngbam ~ Cen-, 
traJ Mlcbigan. 

"I knew It was important to 
score a lot ~ points ln the mom­
log and not depend on aomebody 
else getting beat," said Iowa coach 
Jim Zalesky. "ll's <national cham­
pionship) In our bands, and that's 
wbat you wanL" 

armdrag.com
Mat Note
Surprises rule the day at Cleveland State University. Akron Beacon Journal, March 22, 1998.



Michigan's Bill 
t.acure,a 

North c.nton 
•eduate, Ia on 

topofPem 
StMe'aCIInt 

Musaer,a 
Walsh .Jesuit 

.adllllte, 
durinC their 
1.50-pound 

COMO.tlon 
INtdl. I.Mure 

won this IMtdl 
and went on to 
tab a fourth. 

ptace finish. 
Musser came 

back to wtn hla 
final match 

and take fifth. 
Both earned 
AU-America 

status. 

Musser can't get past Lacure 
North Canton standout wins 3-2, goes on to finish fourth at 150. Musser~ fifth 
BY llALPR PAULJt 
lltwtn8 ,~.,._, <fQI rrnlff 

With their hometown friends 
sittmg in the stands ol Cleveland 
State's CorMlcation Center yester­
day, Penn Stale's Clint Musser 
and Mlchlpn's Bill Lacure could 
feel the butter11les sputtenng In­
side their stomachs. ln only their 
aecood meeting ever, all that was 
at llfap was a place in the third­
place match in the 150-pound divi­
sion. They bad hoped ror much 
more during the NCAA Division I 
WresUing Cbamplonshlp. 

After battling t.oe-~toe In the 
Big Ten tltle bout two weeks ago. 
Mut1ser and Lacure envisioned 
themseiYes stepping onto the hlgtl 
platfonn of center court, challeng­
Ing Cor the national tltle. 

Musser was hoping to become 

the second Wllsb Jesuit graduate 
to win a nationll title <Mart MoiJi. 
c. Mil twice while at Arizoaa 
State). t.acure was hoping to pi ICe 
a 11rst -place trop11y ID the show­
cue ol North <:anion HigtL 

Still, at stake wu their im­
mense pride. 

Lac:ure, competing in his third 
and final national tournament, sur­
vived a monumental stNale with 
Ius fol 'lner Junior Nation8li team­
mate. The North Canton graduate 
won 3-2 ~= in the third­
place ma le West Virgin-
Ia •s Mike Mason. 

"I knew it would be tough and 
emotional match." said Lacure, 
who became a three-time All­
American. "Clint's a vel)' tougb 
wrestler. 

"He came out strong and ag-

gressive. 'Ibis match could have 
gone either ~· I was fortunate 
to get the wm. .. 

Lacure earned a chance at 
pininR ~ It wu Muon wbO Sba his dlampionlbip 
dreams, beatini blm 11-t In the 
quarterftna1s. 

Akr beatin& Muon lwic:e In 
the regular season, Lacure'a 6-4 
loss In the third-place match Jell 
them even at 2-2. 

Yet, fourth place wun'l all that 
bad Cor Lacure. He placed fourth 
two years ago In the NCAA ftnlla 

Musser secured his Mb-place 
finish with a convincing J.2.3 .,. 
decision. 

"No matter bow bad I felt, I 
had to win that last mat.cb," Mus­
ser said. "I oouldn'l go out with 
another lou." 
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NCAA Championships 
(AP) - Yesterday's results of the NCAA 

wrestltng champlonshtps: 

Tum ec:orea: 1, Iowa 115. 2, Mtnne­
sota 102. 3, Oklahoma State 99.5. 4, 
Peon State 70.5. 5, Central M1Cht£iln 53. 
6, Iowa State 49.5. 7, West Virg,ma, llltl'lOIS 
48. 9, OhiO, Oregon State 43.5. 11, Cal 
State Bakersfield 42.5. 12, Mtchtgan, 
39.5 13, MIChtgan State 39. 14, Fresno 
State 37 .5. 15, Edtnboto, Oklahoma 35.5. 
17, ArizOna State 35. 18, Northwestern 
34.5. 19, WISCOOStn 34. 20, PlttsburfJ'l32. 
21, Nebrasl<a, Oregon 28. 23, OhiO State 
26 24, Clanon, Purdue 25. 26, Leht" 23. 
27, Pennsylvanta 21.5. 28, Cal Poly SLO 
13.5. 29, Harvard 12.5. 30, Cal State Ful­
lerton, Northern Iowa 12. 32, North Carolt· 
na 11.5. 33, Brown, Lock Haven 11. 35, 
Northern llhnots, Rklef 8.5. 37, VtrgJnta 8. 
38, Bloomsburg. Brown, Syracuse, Vlrg,ma 
Tech 7. 41, Mtssoun 6. 42, Old Oomtnton 
5.5 43, ~r Force, Botse State, Hofstra 5. 
46, East Stroudsburg, George Mason, 
Malyland, Navy 4.5 50, ArrrrJ, BYU, Kent 
scat., ~ 4. 54, E. llhnots, N.C. 
State 3.5 56, Boston, Stanford 3. 58, 
CIMiand State, Indiana, R\Jtael1, Tenn-

Chat. 2.5. 62, Drexel, UC·Davis 2. 64, 
Georgta State, Mtamt (OhiO), Sltppe.y Rock 
1.5. 67, Amencan, Bucknell, Cornell, VMI 1. 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 
118 - Teague Moore (Oki.S) pin DaVId 

Mo(£iln (MSU), 4:50. 
128 - EriC Guerrero (Oki.S) dec. Eric 

Jetton !Wis), 5·4. 
134 - Mark IronSide (Iowa) dec. Shawn 

Enn~ (OhiO), 9·3. 
142 - Jeff McGtnness (Iowa) dec. Ca· 

Sf!'/ Cunntnpm (CMU), 3·1. 
150 - EriC Stebert (Ill) dec. Chad Kraft 

(Mtnn). 7-3. 
158 - Dwt"t Gardner (OhiO) dec. Har­

dell Moore (Okl.S) 7-1. 
187 - Joe Williams (Iowa) dec. Brandon 

Slay (Penn), 7-4. 
177 - Mttch Clark (Ohio State) tech. 

fall Vertus Jones f-N. Va), 18·0, 3:00. 
190 - Tim HartunP 'Minn) dec. Jason 

Robison (Edt), 6-4, sud<.en death. • 275 - Stephen Neal, (CSB) tech. fall 
Trent Hynek (ISU), 20·5, 7:00. 

THIRD PLACE 
11.1 - Enc Juergens (Iowa) dec. Ste­

phen Abas, (Fre.S), 5-3. 
128 - ~t Htnson (ISU) dec. Stan 

Gleene (Fre.S), 6-1. 

134 - Jeremy Ensrud (Ore) dec. Mark 
Angle (Cia), 3·2. 

142 - Oscar Wood (Ore.S) pin Jason 
Davids (Min:l), 2:46. 

150 - Mtke Mason f-N.Va) dec. BtU La· 
cure (MICh), 6·4, sudden death. 

158 - John Lange (PSU) dec. Ryan 
Cunmn"am (CMU), 6·5. 

187- Jeff CatrabOne (Mteh) dec. Mark 
Smtth (Okl.S), 4-4, tlebreaker. 

177 - John Withrow (Pitt) dec. Aaron 
Stmpson (Anz.S), 2-1. 

190 - Lee Fullhart (Iowa) dec. Ryan 
Tobin (Neb), 4-0. 

275 - Shelton Benjamin (Mtnn) dec. 
BtU Closson (Leh), 5·3. 

FlFTH PLACE 
118 - Jeremy Hunter (PSU) dec. Tim 

Oerlan (Pur), 9·2. 
128 - Pat McNamara (MSU) dec. 

Jason Buce (Ore.S), 11·6. 
134 - Michael l.Jghtnel' (Okl) dec. Ous· 

tln DeNunzio (Har), 5-4. 
142 - Jamarr Btllman (PSU) dec. Mike 

Harp (Mis), 9·8. 
150 - Clint Musser (PSU) maj. dec. 

Don Pntzlaff foNts), 12·3. 
1!8 - Trvon Abet (Brown) won by medi· 

cal forfeit (N8( Temoer Teny (Neb). 

187 - Casey Strand (Arlz.S) dec. Mark 
Bybee (NorW), 9-7. . 

177 - Brandon Eggum (Minn) dec. Je­
von Herman (Ill), 3·1. 

190 - Sam Neider (NoiW) dec. Mark 
Bodo (Pitt), 3·1. 

275 - AJrron Richardson (Mich) dec. 
Jason Gleasman (S~). 9·4. 

SEVENTH PLACE 
118 - Brandon Paulson (Minn) dec. 

John Carvalhetra (Rid), 3·2. 
126 - Carl Peny (Ill) dec. Joey Cougtl­

ran (CSF), 5-4. 
134 - Whitey ChleboYe (W.Va) dec. 

Scott Schatzman (NorW), 5·3. 
142 -Steven Schmtdt (Oki.S) dec. Tom 

Tomeo (Cia), 3·0. 
150 - Jimmy Anas (Okl.S) dec. Rodney 

Jones (Okl), 2-1. 
158 - DaVId Wetls (CP-S) dec. Eric 

Douglas (Pur), 6-0. 
187 - Glenn Pntzlatf (PSU) won by 

medtcal forfett O't'er NICk Mengennk (Pitt) . 
177 - Greg Glngeleskie (Na~) dec. 

Mtke Greenfield (CMU), 8-2. 
190 - Jeremy Goeden (NI) maj, dec. 

Chael Sonnen (Ore), 12·4. 
275 - l<al1 Roesler (IN) dec. Wes Hand 

(Iowa) 5-2. 

Nlime WeiCht c .... Col .... 

Tim Oemlan 118 Sr. Purdue 

ShNn EMflt 134 Jr. Ohio 

• 
8111 Lacure 150 Sr. M!C111pn 

Owlflt Gardner 158 Sr. OhiO 

Mrtch Clalk 177 Sr. OhiO Stale 

Sam Neider 190 Sr. N'Westem 

Notetvarthy 
From crooners to cJassfcaJ 
Look for music reviews­

Thursdays in Enjoy! 

'lbe Beacon Journal 
It's worth looking into 

ltec:Of'd Reault 

25·7 Finl$hed tn sixth place 

29-5 Fln1sl'led In second 
place 

24-6 AniShed n fifth place 

32·1 F'mtShed n fnt place 

39-1 FiniShed In fnt piece 

28-6 AMhed In fifth place 

Introducing CarHunter 
Brought to you btl 

(Jaio.oom 

You're in Ute driver• seat 




