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Grappler crowned 
national champion
b y  DAVID WINTERS 
SPORTS EDITOR___________________

Sophomore Eric Vaughn 
became the 24th individual 
national champion in SUNY 
------ -------  Brockport histo

ry as the Golden 
Eagles wrestling 
team qualified 
six grapplers in 

WREsmJNQ the National 
C o l l e g i a t e  

Division III wrestling cham
pionships at Upper Iowa 
University, March 7-8.

Brockport finished 12th 
out of 59 teams in the team 
standings as they compiled 
29.5 points.

Augsburg College captured 
the title by scoring 132 
points, Wartburg College 
placed second with 90 points, 
the University of Wisconsin 
at LaCrosse finished third

with 61 points and John 
Carroll University tptaled 
52.5 points to place fourth.

Vaughn won the individual 
national champion a t 177 
pounds. He defeated Nik 
Lewandowski of Augsburg in 
the finals, 3-1.

Vaughn entered the tour
nament unseeded. In his first 
match, he faced the number 
five seed from St. John’s 
University (MN), Andy Lein. 
Vaughn narrowly defeated 
Lein, 3-2 to advance to the 
quarterfinals where he bat
tled the number four seed 
from Wabash College (IN), 
Dan Emerson. Emerson over
powered Vaughn to capture 
the victory, 10-8.

Vaughn’s, biggest test in 
the championships came in 
the semifinals when he faced 
the number one seed in his

weight class from Wartburg, 
Chris Ortner. Vaughn over
whelmed Ortner with a 6-3

“As the competition got 
tougher, I wrestled better. My 
confidence seemed to rise 
after each match,” Vaughn 
said. “I was shocked when I 
won the title but I was glad it 
was over.”

“1 was very pleased with 
Eric’s performance,” Head 
Coach Don Murray said. 
“Even though he was injured, 
he still had the determination 
to wrestle and came out a 
national champion.”

Vaughn finished the sea
son with a  19-3 record. He 
went undefeated in his last 
10 matches.

Senior Jeremy Reynolds, Photo provided by Loras Sports Information Department

The referee raises the arm of Eric Vaughn after he won
see ‘wrestling’page 38 ^  national wrestling title at 177 pounds.

Brockport falls in NCAAs

MBTS
BASKEIBMI

b y  DAVID W INTERS 
SPORTS EDITOR___________________

Two last-second, three- 
point attempts fell short, 
which caused the SUNY
--------------  Brockport men’s

basketball team 
^ heart- 

breaker in the 
first round of the 
N a t i o n a l  
C o l l e g i a t e

__________  A t h l e t i c
A s s o c i a t i o n  

Division III Tournament a t 
home, 81-78, to the Golden 
Flyers of Nazareth College, 
March 5.

The Golden Eagles trailed 
the entire game despite 
numerous comeback
attempts.

Brockport had a chance to 
send the game into overtime 
but sophomore forward Rob 
Ward’s three-point attempt

bounced off the rim with five 
seconds remaining. Brockport 
grabbed the rebound and 
cleared it out to freshman 
guard Mark Perry, whose last 
second desperation heave feU 
short a t the buzzer.

“We gave it our best effort,” 
Head Coach Bill Bowe said. “I 
asked my guys to give 100 
percent tonight and that’s all 
I Can ask for,”

From the tip off, the 
Golden Flyers jumped out to 
an early four point lead. 
Brockport’s 18-game winning 
streak at home was on the 
line. Junior guard Jim Panek 
put them on the board with a 
jumper.

Nazareth built a 16-6 lead 
but the Golden Eagles used a 
12-5 run to make it 21-18, 
with 11 minutes left in the 
first half. The Golden Flyers 
regained their momentum as

they went on a 10-3 run in a 
three minute span to extend 
their lead, 31-21.

Brockport and the crowd 
came alive as they went on a 
13-5 run to make it 36-34, 
with two minutes remaining 
in the first half Seven of the 
13 points came from free 
throws.

.Layups by Panek and 
sophomore center Mark 
Wadams sent the Golden 
Eagles into the locker room 
trailing by only three, 41-38.

Panek led the team in the 
first half with 12 points, 
while Ward contributed 10 
points and three assists. The 
Golden Eagles shot 47 per
cent from the field.

The Golden Flyers came 
out soaring in the beginning 
of the second half, with an 8-

. see‘basketball’page 59
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2 run. Brockport tried to respond but could not get 
the shots to fall.

The Golden Eagles looked like they would fall 
apart when the Brockport bench was hit with a 
technical foul, which put the Golden Flyers up by 
12, 56-44.

Down 15 with 14:59 remaining in the game, the 
Golden Eagles stormed back.

Panek’s five straight points began an 8-0 run, 
which was capped off by Wadams’ basket under
neath. Wadams was fouled off by a liice pass from 
sophomore guard Jeff Cheevers with 12:44 to play. 
He hit the free throw to complete the three-point 
play.

Brockport and Nazareth continued to play strong 
on the offensive glass as each team excheinged bas
kets for the next eight minutes.

The Golden Eagles made their move with 2:50 
left in the game. Ward nailed a three pointer and a  
15-foot jumper to trim the Golden Flyers’ lead to 
four,, 74-70.

Nazareth responded with a  pair of free throws 
but Cheevers’ three pointer brought Brockport fans 
to their feet.

Panek fell down in front of the Nazareth bench 
with 1:39 remaining in the game. He sustained a 
cramp in his right calf

The cramp, according to Panek, was caused by a 
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“I asked my guys to give 100 percent 
tonight and that’s all I can ask for.”

— Bill Bowe, 
head coach

combination o f extending himself too much and not 
stretching enough in the warmup session.

When he returned, he hit a pair of free throws 
and a clutch three pointer to cut the Golden Flyers 
lead to two, 80-78.

Nazareth’s Zach Wein connected on his second 
free throw with 11 seconds remaining, giving them 
a three point advantage. Brockport had one final 
chance to tie the game and possibly send it into 
overtime.

After timeouts by both teams, Panek inboimded 
the ball to Ward with 6.1 seconds left. Ward 
launched a  three pointer from the right side, which 
hit off the rim and was tipped to Perry, whose shot 
at the buzzer came up short.

“We couldn't match up tonight and we got hurt 
inside,” Panek said.

“We knew coming in it was going to be a difficult 
game to play,” Bowe said.

The Golden Eagles finished the 1997-98 cam
paign with a overall record of 17-10.
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Mark Wadams (40) grabs the rebound dur
ing their loss to Nazareth.

who .was seeded fifth at 134 
pounds, lost his first round 
matph to Bryan Klass of 
Delaware Valley, 8-5. But 
Eeynolds, rebounded by win
ning his next two matches 
over Shawn Nicholas 6-3. and 
Brian: Wallis of Buena Vista, 
6-3.-

lost his second match of 
the, ^oprnament to Nick 
Mitpheli of Wartburg, 3-2. He 
led ihe- team with a 27-8 
record and lost his first match 
to a Division III wrestler at 
nationals.

At 142 pounds, sophomore 
grappler Michael Ferris lost 
his first round match to  

, Springfield College’s Craig 
Vedrani in a high scoring 
match, 13-9.

Ferris got back on his feet 
after he pinned Matt Young of  
Simpson College in 2:48 to 
advance to the next round. He 
had an easy time with Drew 
Achenbach of Coe College as 
he defeated him soundly, 19- 
2 .

Ferris ran into some prob
lems in the next round where

he met Chris Hubbard of 
John Carroll. He lost the 
match by default in 58 sec
onds. He went 13-5 on the 
season and has a career 
record of 25-17 with nine

Senior Andy Corbett, who 
wrestled at- 118 pounds, 
earned a berth into riationals 
via a wild card. Corbett was 
defeated in the first round by 
default to the number three 
seed from West New England, 
Abdul Shabazz, in 4:46. Bill 
VanWinkle from

gymnastics from  page 40

Elizabethtown University  
was downed by Corbett in the 
next round, 12-3. Corbett was 
unable to advance after Britt 
Marolf of Simpson beat him 
in  a tough match, 14-9. 
Corbett finished the year at 
11-12.

With a 24-11 record this 
season, sophomore grappler 
Roberto Padilla lost Ms first 
round match to Jeremy 
Kulbartz of Coe, 12-0 in the 
158 pound weight class. 
Padilla rebounded by knock
ing off Jason Gordon of

Dubuque, 8-2. He lost his sec
ond match in a close decision 
to the seventh seed, Mike 
Alesch of Wartburg, 3-2.

In the 167-pound weight 
class, freshman Ben Cooper 
lost both of Ms matches. He 
was defeated in his first 
round match by Justin Kerr 
of John Carroll, 4-1 and lost 
Ms second match of the day to 
Chris Roggie of Messiah, 9-0.

“All of the my teammates 
and coaches did very well at 
the championships,” Vaughn
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Freshman Michelle Lemme compete in the 
floor exercise for a team season high 9.300. ‘

Springfield’s gymnasts took the top four spots in 
the vault. Allison Smith of Ursinus had a top score 
of 8.800.

Freshman Kim Gantt and sophomore Melissa 
Havern tied for fifth place with scores of 8.650. 
Romano placed seventh with an 8.600.

Durham said the scores for vault were low but 
that the judges were consistent with their scoring of 
each team.

Lauren McNamee of Ursinus claimed the top 
score in  the uneven parallel bars with a 9.075. 
Despite a personal best score, Romano’s 8.950 gave 
her a second place finish. Shp added a new skill to 
her bars routine tMs season, which has' improved 
her score, according to Durham.

Freshman Michelle Lemme took 11th place, with 
a 7.550, andgraduate student Amie Lake took l2th, 
with a 7.400.

Romano took second place in the balance beam, 
vyith an 8.800. She followed Springfield gymnast 
Sarah Dyer, who landed an 8.825.

Lenime followed Romano with an 8.650 for tMrd 
place and junior Lisa Stevens placed ninth vvith an

8.050.
According to Durham, the Brockport gymnasts 

continued to struggle on the balance beam, as four 
out of five gymnasts fell off the beam during their 
routines.

“We broke connections and we fell,” Durham 
said;

The last event for the Golden Eagles was the 
floor exercise.

Springfield gymnast Leslie Cavalieri set the 
precedent with a score of 9.450.

Lemme placed second in the floor vrith a 9.300, a 
season Mgh for the team. Romano followed for 
third with a 9.250 and Gantt placed sixth with a 
9.175.

The Golden Eagles’ total score was not enough 
for them to make it to the National Collegiate 
Gymnastics Association ChampionsMps at Rhode 
Island, March 27-28.

Durham said their performance was awesome. “I 
hope the team can see how far they have come and 
the potential they have,” she said. “They should be 
very proud.”


