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In the IS-year history of the New 
York State Intercollegiate Wres
tling Championships, only five 
people have won an individual title 
three years in a row. 

This year, two local grapplers, 
one from Ithaca College and one 
from Cornell, both have a chance 
to become Nos. 6 and 7. 

Bart Morrow, IC's 134-pounder, 
and Cornell I SO-pounder Pat 
Welch are both seeded No. I going 
into this weekend's s ta te 
championships at Light Gym. And 
according to Bomber coach John 
Murray, the top seeds in each of the 
I 0 weight classes are considered the 
favorites. 

In the team race, the. class of the 
20-tcam field and a "clear favor
ite" is Syracuse, according to both 

Murray and Cornell coach Andy 
Noel. The Orangemen most likely 
will have three top seeds in the 
tourney - Tony Cotroneo (return
ing champ at 118), Wayne Catan 
(177) and heavyweight Andy 
Schwab (also a returning champ). 

Murray thinks that the next two 
places could be taken by any of six 
schools, including Ithaca and Cor
nell. The Bombers are ranked third 
in New York State, behind SU and 
Army, while the Big Red is fifth. 

Weigh-ins for this weekend's ac
tion take place tonight , with Fri
day's first-round matches slated for 
II a .m . to 3:30p.m. The quarterfi
nal round is scheduled for 6 p.m . to 
9. The tournament concludes Sat
urday, with semifinal matches from 
noon to 4 :30, and the 
championship matches set for 6 to 
7:30. 

• 1n 
or the 10 weiaht classes, seven 

have returning champions, includ
ing Morrow at 134 and Welch at 
I SO. ln his four years at IC, Mor
row is 42..0 in dual meet competi
tion and is hoping for a big finish 
to his college career . 

"My goals at the start of the sea
son were to win states, win the na
tionals, and place in the top eight in 
Div. l ," Morrow said. If he wins 
the Div. Ill national title (he was 
runnerup last year), he automat
ically ear ns a berth to the Div. I na
tionals. 

Morrow is ranked No. I in the 
nation at 134 in Div. Ill , and views 
tnis weekend's match as a sort of 
stepping stone to nationals. "I'd 
say this meet is the second most im
portant meet of the year, next to 
the Div. Ill tOurnament," he said . 

The I 50-pound weight class fig-

ures to be the most competitive of 
the I 0, as all eight competitors have 
a realistic shot to win h. Cornell 's 
Welch has two reasons for wanting 
to fare well this weekend. " First, 
there are four guys in my weight 
class ranked in the top 12 in the 
country," he said. Welch is ranked 
No.4 in Div. I. "And second, I've 
won this meet twice in a row, and 
I'd like to go out a winner." 

Winning is certainly not un
known to Welch. In 1984, he be
came the first Cornellian in three 
years to win an Eastern Intercolle
giate Wrestling Association indi
vidual title, and advanced to the 
NCAA tournament where he made 
it all the way to the championshjp 
round. 

Welch is a three-time winner at 
the Cornell Open, and was named 
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All-Ivy first team last season as the 
Red captured its second straight 
league crown. 

His career record is S9-ll , and 
this year he is I S-1, with his only 
loss coming to Jim Heffernan of 
Iowa, the top-ranked I SO-pounder 
in the country. That loss came in 
the semifinals or the prestigious 
Midlands tournament. 

Although both Welch and Mor
row feel it will take a small miracle 
to knock off Syracuse for the team 
title this weekend, neither is throw
ing in the towel. " We expect to 
come closer to SU than we did last 
year," Welch sa id . The Orange and 
the Red ran away from the rest of 
the field a year ago in Binghamton, 
with SU scoring 122 points, Cornell 
106 !A, and the next five teams scor
ing 77 !A down to 721A (I C). 

" We should finish in the top 
four this year , maybe second, but it 
would be a major upset If anyone 
beats Syracuse," Morrow said. 
" But anything can happen." 

---
Admission for each of the four 

sessions of the tournament is $2, 
but a weekend pass plu~ program 
and updated bracket sheets is SS. 
Light Gym will be set up to acco
modate five matches at a time. 

The following is a list of the top 
IS teams in New York State, all of 
which will be competing this week
end: 

I. Synauc 
l . Army 
).I ...... 
• · Hohcra 
S. Conool 
' · lll"'))uu-, _ Buffalo 
I . Miany 
t . Col-bla 
IOI<oc~ 
II. SL I.AWI'UICC 
11. ConiMcl s .... 
IJ. Os-.o 
••. a.-.. 
IS. C.W. P .. a 
Othrr oclaook 111at art ocbedulod II> -pete lilT. 
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