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By BOB MATTHEWS

University of Rochester may be an excellent place to get an
education, but it is also a bad place to plan wrestling
dynasties. -

Last year UR had a 43-man squad and rolled up an 11-1
record. Coach Frank Oliveri expected similar success this year
with 16 seasoned wrestlers due back. But only three returned.

“There 1s a great deal of academic pressure at UR,” said
Oliveri. “A lot of our potential wrestlers decided not to
compete this year. Studies come first.”

Suddenly Oliveri was left with a 12-man team. He has no
depth at any weight class and many of his first stringers are
inexperienced.

“UR can’t pick up high school champions and junior college
stars like Brockport State can,” Oliveri said. “Our entrance
requirements eliminate many wrestling prospects and we
can't offer a Physical Education major program. We're left
with a lot of boys who never wrestled in high school.”

Heavyweight Neal Hammer, currently sidelined with a
dislocated kneecap, is a typical case. He began wrestling at
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UR three winters ago. He took a lot of
but he's developed into a good wrestler
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““The high point in our season so far was Neal's draw in the
final bout of our match with Albany State,” Oliveri said. *‘Neal
only weighs around 185, and he was up against a man who
welghed over 250. A good wrestler, too. Neal held him to a
draw and enabled us to tie the match."

Despite injuries and the mini-sized squad, UR has managed
a 4-1-1 record so far this season. Oliveri doesn’t have many
bodies to work with, but what few he does have are quality
stuff,

John Howell, Adrian King and Reggie Wilcox are three of
the best.

Howell, nicknamed Lightning for his
has compiled a 34-2 record in four

quick takedowns,
winlers at UR
“John isn't very strong,” Olivert said, “but he's super
quick. He's one of the best takedown men in college wrestling."
King, a junior co-captain, is 4-1,
RIT's classy Skip White.

His only deleat was lo
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in Defeat

University of Rochester's Vie Barnett is (Clarkson, Despite loss, Yellowjackets post. the season. With only 3 returnees, UR faces
pinned by John Kitts in recent match against ed 21-15 victory in meet and are 4-1-1 on toughest part. of schedule in coming weeks.






