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Golden Eagles conquer Empires
Six grapplers go to 
nationals, three win 
titles at tournament
by DAVE WINTERS 
SPORTS EDITOR

Winning their third consecutive 
team title, the SUNY Brockport men’s 
wrestling team captured the Empire
------- ;----- r- Collegiate Wrestling

C o n f e r e n c e  
Championships at 
SUNY Binghamton, Feb. 
20- 21.

vmEsmJNG Brockport outdis- 
mmmmmmmmmm tanced the field to take 
the team title by 12.5 points over run
ner up Rochester Institute of 
Technology and third place finisher 
SUNY Cortland, who were 35.5 points 
behind the Golden Eagles.

Brockport crowned three, individ
ual champions and three grapplers 
qualified for nationals via wild card 
berths.

In the 134-pound weight class, 
senior Jeremy Reynolds claimed the
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The Brockport wrestling team is sending six grapplers to nationals 
which will be held at Upper Iowa University, March 6-7.

first of Brockport’s three individual 
titles. Re3 0 iolds was the number one 
seed and won the title as he defeated 
Scott Ferris of Cortland by forfeit at 
2:20 .

He won his semi-final match in

easy fashion over Joe Dunne of 
Binghamton, 10-2.

Sophomore Mike Ferris (142), 
ranked second in the weight class, 
rolled his way to a first place finish, 
defeating SUNY Oneonta’s Mike

Longobardi and Kelly Patterson of 
Binghamton in the finals, with a com
bined score of 26-5.

“Ferris defeated Patterson, whp ' 
was ranked sixth in the nation easily,” 
Head Coach Don Murray said.

“I was quite excited knowing that I 
beat a wrestler who was ranked high
er than me,” Ferris said. “It gave me a 
confidence booster knowing that I can 
compete at nationals.”

The third and final individual 
crown was earned by Eric Vaughn of 
the 177-pound weight class £f!s he won 
by decision over RIT’s Jay 
Jakubowski, 13-4.

Vaughn dominated his semi-final 
match as he defeated Seiin Finnegan, 
19-4.

The three qualifiers for nationals 
via wild card berths included fresh
man Ben Cooper in the 167-pound 
weight class.

He came up short in the finals to 
Tony WaUace of RIT, 13-4. His team
mate, sophomore Roberto Padilla 
placed third, 158 pounds, by knocking

see ‘wrestling’ 30

Potsdam defeats hockey team 
in SUNYAC postseason, 5-4
by JONATHAN SPINDER 
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR

Photo by MICHAEL JOHNSON
Chuck Dossier rides a Geneseo player into 
the. boards as he tries to get the puck.

The SUNY Brockport men’s hockey team were 
invited to the SUNYAC playoffs for the first time 
since the 1987-88 season. Their hopes of winning
------- ;-------  the 1997-98 SUNYAC championships

were laid to rest this past weekend as 
the SUNY Potsdam Bears knocked the 
Golden Eagles out of the playoff pic- 

 ̂ ture. The teams played each other 
hockey twice over the weekend with both 

games putting the fans on the edges of
their seats.

After a tie Friday, the teams took to the ice with 
a trip to the semi-finals on the line. The Bears 
jumped on the board first with a goal by Shawn 
Putnam.

" The Golden Eagles responded less than a minute 
later to tie the game at one. Chuck Dossier scored 
the goal with Co-captain Mike Tefft assisting. 

Potsdam scored the next two goals to take a 3-1

Brockport cut the deficit to one before the end of

the first period as Dave Insalaco netted the first of 
his two goals on the night. Co-captain Bobby 
Garrison picked up the assist as the Golden Eagles'' 
went into the locker room down 3-2.

Midway through the second period, Brockport 
went on the power play. However, the Bears penal
ty killing line got the better of the Golden Eagles as 
Peter Chandler scored a short handed goal to give 
Potsdam a 4-2 lead.

Less than 20 seconds later Insalaco closed the 
gap to one, 4-3, as Garrison picked up the assist.

Once again, the Bears Regained a two goal 
advEmtage, which eventually turned out to be the 
game winning goal.

With under 20 seconds to go in the second peri
od, Insalaco’s shot was tipped in by Garrison which 
pulled the Golden Eagles to within one, 5-4 after 
two periods. This time around it was Garrison get
ting credit for the goal and both Insalaco and Joe 
Jehlen recorded the assists.

Entering the third period of a close game, the

.see ‘hockey’pag« JO
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Track and field teams place fourth
by  DAVE WINTERS
SPORTS EDITOR_____________________________

In their first postseason competi
tion of the season, the SUNY 
Brockport men’s and women’s indoor 

.track and field teams 
each placed fourth at the 
State University of New  
York Athletic Conference 
Championships at SUNY 
Fredonia last Saturday.

On the men’s side, the 
Blue Devils ran away 

with the team  title, scoring 241 
points. SVNY Plattsburgh. (101 
points) and SUNY Cortland (87 
points) finished second and third, 
respectively. Brockport finished with 
58 points.

Leading the way for the Golden 
Eagles was Paul Rose, who captured 
top honors in the 35-pound weight 
throw, throwing the weight to a new  
school record, 17.15 meters, and auto
matically qualifying, for nationals. 
Rose also finished fourth in the shot 
put, tossing the iron 13.51 meters.

“I was excited. I knew I could throw 
it (national standard), it  was just a 
matter of time,” Rose said.

In the 800 meters, Ned Powers ran 
to a second place finish in a time of 
1:56.97. Powers, with teammates 
Martine MacDonald, Travis Friedrich

Photo by NED POWERS
Senior Nathan Huckle leads the pack as the men’s indoor track and 
field team finished fourth at SUNYACs, last Saturday.

and Nathan Huckle took second in the 
3,200-meter relay. Their time of 
8:15.06 was four seconds off the school 
record.

Brockport had three people glace 
third, one of them was Mike Marino. 
Marino took third in the 35~pound 
weight throw, with a throw of 13.86 
meters. Also placing third, with a 
time of.2:35.28, was Friedrich in the 
1,000 meters. Teammate Matt Piede

h o c k e y  from  page 32.

goaltender’s stepped up for 
both teams. Brockport’s Jay 
Thompson kept his club in  
the game coming up with 10 
big saves in  the third period. 
Scott Jones for Potsdam did 
the same at the other end.

Jones protected his team’s 
one goal lead with seven  
saves in  the third period as 
the Potsdam Bears held off 
the Golden Eagles 5-4 to 
advance to the semi-final 
round.

“We tightened up our 
defense and Jay made some 
^ e a t  saves to keep us in it,” 
Insalaco said after the score
less third period of a playoff 
game. “We just couldn’t gen
erate enough offense to put 
the puck in the net.” ■

The night before the two 
teams played the first game 
of the series. Again the 
Golden Eagles had to fight 
from behind all night as .the 
Bears jumped out to an early 
4-2 lead in the second period.

With just over four min
utes left in the second period, 
freshman Brett Flynn cut the 
lead to 4-3.

The Bears answered right

hurdled his way into the third posi
tion in the 55-meter high hurdles, in  a 
time of 7.93 seconds.

For the women, Cortland captured 
the team title, accumulating 174 
points in the championship. SUNY 
Geneseo finished second with 153 
points, while Fredonia took third with 
74 points. The Golden Eagles totaled 
64 points on the day.

Karen Shay led the women, as she
- w r e s t l i n g 32

placed first in the shot put, tossing 
the iron 10.78 meters. Shay also fin
ished second in the 20-pound weight 
throw with a throw of 14.02 meters. “I 
was happy that I placed so high in the 
shot put,” Shay said. ‘T hope to do bet
ter at ECACs.”

Teammate Jaime Haen finished  
second in the long jump with a leap of 
4.96 meters, third in the 55-meter 
high hurdles in a time of 8.96 seconds 
and fourth ib the shot put, tossing the 
iron 10.37 meters. With a time of 
2:24.74, Tonya Krueger placed second 
in the 800 meters.

In the 5,000 meters, Brockport’s 
Carolyn Courtright ran to a third , 
place finish in a time of 19:26.89. The 
lone high jumper for the Golden 
Eagles, Tammy Smith, earned fourth 
place with,,a jump of 1.50 meters.

The 500 meters saw Joleen  
Bordeau capture fifth for Brockport. 
Bordeau’s time was 1:28.19.

The distance medley relay had the 
Golden Eagles placing fifth. The team  
of Meghann Wraight, Jill Diringer, 
Stephanie Abt and Melanie Cole com
pleted the race in a time of 14:59.05.
• The Golden Eagles compete in  the 
New York State Collegiate- Track 
Conference championship at 
Hamilton College, Feb. 27-28.

back as Chandler gave 
Potsdam a two goal lead after 
two periods of play, 5-3.

The Golden Eagles came 
out strong in  the third as 
Tefft and Garrison scored to 
tie the game at five. 
Thompson made 33 saves as 
the teams ended in  a 5-5 tie.

In SUNYAC playoffs, no 
overtime is played so the. 
teams had to play again the 
next night.

The Golden Eagles played 
their final regular season  
game last Tuesday night at 
the Tuttle North Ice Arena 
against SUNY Geneseo.

Jesse Buxton scored an 
early unassisted goal as 
Brockport jumped out on top 
1-0. Geneseo came right back 
to take a 2-1 lead after the 
first period.

Brockport had a strong 
second period as Tefft, Fl3mn, 
and freshman Dave Zak all 
scored to give the Golden 
Eagles what appeared to be a 
comfortable 4-2 leacL 
. The Blue Knights caine 

back to tie the game before 
the end of the second period 
apd< added two more goals

before the end of the game 
and handed the Golden 
Eagles a 6-4 loss. Thompson 
made 24 saves in a losing 
effort.

The Golden Eagles fin
ished with an overall record 
of 11-13-2 and a 6-6-2 record 
in SUNYAC play.

“We played excellent all 
ydar long. Everyone played 
their hardest and it showed,” 
Insalaco said as the team  
made the playoffs for the first 
time in ten years. “It was a 
great accomplishment to get 
Brockport hockey back into 
the playoff picture.”

This year’s team  stats 
were very impressive. Tefft 
finished his Brockport career 
leading the team in points 
with 44. Tefft also put himself 
in the Golden Eagle record 
book by picking up his 100th 
career point as a Golden 
Eagle in a  game against the 
Mercyhurst College Lakers.

Garrison was second in  
points with 38 and Zak was 
third with 26 points.

Thompson finished writh a 
10-13-2 record and a .870 
save percentage. , i < , , ,

off RIT’s Matt Telesky in sud
den death, 6-4.

In the 118-pound weight 
class, senior Andy Corbett 
came up short in the final to 
Oneonta’s Rubin Prophete, 3- 
2 .

At 190 pounds, sophomore 
Joe Perez finished second as 
he lost to SUNY Oswego’s 
Carlos Dolmo in a true second 
match, 8-5.

A true second match is 
used in determining who will 
receive a wild card berth to 
the nationals.

Sophomore David Lasher, 
competing in  the heavy
weight class, captured third 
as he won by decision over 
Binghamton’s Brett
Busdeker, 3-2.

Finishing fourth at 126 
pounds was freshman Frank 
Paliunbo as he lost by deci
sion to Binghamton’s Sanders 
Watson, 3-2.

Mike Spudic (150) of 
Ithaca College .. defeated 
Brockport’s Mat Drake in the 
fifth place matchy 7-3.

“It was a young team and 
they did an outstanding job,” 
Murray -said> f“lfw a s  very
c- '•.fv'r. •! V Kr. * '.A

was quite excited 
knowing that I beat a 
wrestler who was 
ranked higher than 
m e”

— Mike Ferris, 
wrestler

pleased with them all.”
The Golden Eagles resume 

action as they travel to the 
National Collegiate Athletic 
Association championships at 
Upper Iowa University, 
March 6-7. Brockport w ill 
send six grapplers to the 
nationals.

It would be Murray’s sixth 
national championship if  the 
Golden Eagles dominate the 
competition.

“I have set a goal for fin
ishing in the top ten,” Murray 
said.


