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~ Varsity wrestling coach 
;.:., Vince Gonino said that, in 
~ general, he was pleased with his 
r..l w r e s·tl e r s' t hi r d pI ace ct, 
c.. performance in last weekend's 
r..l SUNYAC championships. But 
~ all he could dream of was how 

it could've been. 
"Before the tournament we 

could have assumed we would 
finish between first and third," 
said Gonino. "And there was a 
good chance of having five 
cham pions." 

The Dragons might have 
been first or second if his 
second prediction had come 
true. Three Dragons did win 
individual titles, including Bob 
Eddy (118 ), ] ohn Ciotoli (126) 
and Rick Armstrong (158). 
Pete Rossi (13 4) and Bob Menz 
( 190 ), however, didn't fulfill 
pre-tourney expectations, 
neither of them reaching the 
finals, and Brockport won the 
team crown for the fifth 
consecutive year with 79.5 
points. Binghamton was second 
with 74.25 and Cortland third 
with 63.25 despite the fact 
that Cortland wrestlers won six 
of eight matches against 
Binghamton. 

"We could've gottcna..tkast 
six more points from Menz and 
ten points from Pete,' • said 
Gonino, pointing out; that 
those 16 points could've meant 
the difference between a first 
and a third place. Last year the 
Dragons placed second, and 
both Menz and Rossi were 
champions. 

Menz tied Oswego's Van 
Watkins 3-3 in regulation and 
1-1 in overtime, before losing 
on a referee's decision in the 
1 90-poun d semi-final on 
Sunday. ''Menzie disntrb-ed me, 
because he had beaten che kid 
before 13-3," said G onino. 
"It's disturbing because he's 
probably 'the best conditioned 
kid on the team. He should've 

been in the finals." Menz, who 
was seeded second, later e::arned 
a third place by decisioning 
Binghamton's Bill Francke 2-1 
in the consolation finals. 

Rossi was also beaten bv an 
early season victim in· the 
semi-finals. Pete, who 
aggravated a rib injury in the 
second period of his semi-final 
match against eventual champ 
Greg Locke of Binghamton, 
was still beaten only 11-10. 
The injury forced him to 

withdraw from the consolation 
round. 

"He was questionable," said 
Gonino. "He had beaten Locke 
earlier 12-6, but he's not up to 
par yet. He's been out for two 
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weeks. As long as he didn't gL:t 
hurt more, I'm happy." 

After first round 
competition was comple~ed, it 
I ooked like the hosts were 
going to run away with the 
championship, as nine of the 
ten Dragon matmen were 
victorious. 

Sophomore, 118-pounder 
Bob Eddy was sensational 
throughout the tourney. Eddy 
remained undefeated, using a 
reversal with 50 seconds left in 
the finbls to beat Binghamton 
freshman Joe Ben ana ti 1 0-8. 
He had advanced to the finals 
by whipping his semi-opponent 
17-3. Eddy placed second last 
year as a freshman. , 

Ciotoli, third in the tourney 
two years ago, had it even 
tougher in his final bout 
against Steve Darling of 
Binghamton. He scored a 
reversal at the buzzer while 
losing 7-6, and it wasn't until 
minutes later that officials 
ruled him an 8-7 winner. 

Gonino said Armstrong, one 
of only two wrestlers to 
successfully retain their SUNY 
crowns, wrestled the best he 
had in two years. Rick 
overcame a sore arm and 
Binghamton's Ron Reedy to 
win 9-7. 

"Chris Bourne looked good 
all the way through the 
tournament," said Go nino. The 
15 O·p ound junior earned a 

·second place, losing 10-4 to 

Brockport's highly-touted Bob 
Brenton, whom Bourne had 
tied 3-3 earlier in the season. 
Bourne whipped top-seeded 
Matt Quimet of Binghamton 
16~6 in the semis. 

Gonino · was also pleased 
with the improvement of Cliff 

Moore and All Mcr\linn, who 
placed third and fourth, 
n:spectivc.:ly. Moore lost to 
Oswego's Paul Corky. thL· 
eventual 167 champ, in the 
semis. lie came back, though 
to trim Steve Carr of Potsdam 
2-1 to place third. McAlinn was 
stopped by Brockport's. Rich 
Sipple, who went on to wm the 
177-pound title. 

Senior, 14 2-pounder Brad 
Hamer surprised third seeded 
jim Dilorio of Oswego in the 
first round, but lost by default 
in the semi-finals. Diiono, who 
had easily beaten Hamer earlier 
this season, went on to take 
third. 

Dragon unlimited Ed Quirk 
nearly made it a Cortland 
sweep in the opening round, 
but the freshman was pinned 
while holding a 6-2, second 
period lead. ".l-Ie's just a young 
freshman without any 
experience," said the Cortland 
coach. "He only wrestled one 
year in high school." 

"It was probably one of the 
toughest SUNY championships 
we've had in a long time," said 
Gonino, noting that eight 
All-Americans competed in the 
tourney. 

His team is competing in the 
New York State Intercollegiate 
Championships today and 
tomorrow at RIT. "I don't 
think we'll do as well this year 
because I'm not taking a full 
team. We'll be without some 
wrestlers," said Gonino. Last 
season Cortland finished third 
behind Buffalo and St. 
Lawrence. "Considering the 
injuries and the setbacks we've 
had, I'm pleased with the 
season," commented Gonino. 

Trackmen nip Colgate 
Joe Pierson's indoor track team continued its winning ways 

Saturday at the Lusk Field house, whipping Oswego, Brockport, 
and LeMoyne and edging Colgate by two and a half points for first 
place. 

-c A second place finish in the meet's final event clinched the 
~ victory for the Red Dragons, who compete in the Rochester 
0 Invitational tomorrow. Cortland's team score was 56.5, and Colgate 
> scored 54. Oswego (21.5 ), Brockport (20.5) and LeMoyne (9.5) 

Bob Menz, Dragon 190-pounder, takes down Bingamton's Rill Francke in the consolation finals Sunday trailed. 

Skaters end losing streak; 
host Geneseo State tonight 

Forbes Keith, head coach of the men's ·ice 
hockey team, put it simply after watching his 
skaters upend Brockport 6-3 Monday night and 
snap a nine-game losing skein. "It was a long time 
coming." The Dragons try to-make it two straight 
in their last home game tonight at 7; 30 against 
Geneseo. 

Not since December 3 of last year, when 
Cortland downed Potsdam 9-6, had the Dragons 
tasted victory, and not since last season had 
Keith's defense held an opponent to three goals or 
less. "Campbell Danny (Snell), Paul Bridge-the 
whole defense played well," said Keith. ''And 
(Tom) Cooney has played exceptionally." 

The offense, half of it supplied by Ron 
Hansen, wasn't too bad either. In fact, the senior 
forward and co·c aptain scored three straight goals 
to lead the Cortland attack, which pressured the 
Brockport zone continually. 

The Dragons, hDwever, had trouble putting 
the puck in the net, especially in the first period, 
which ended in a 2-2 tie. Cortland outshot the 
Eagles 16-7 in the period, keeping Brockport 
goalie Ray DeMaria busy and not allowi~g the 
visitors a shot on goal for more than three mmutes. 
"The first shift (Larsen-O'Sullivan-Sheehy) had 
five point-blank shots and couldn't score," said 
Keith. 

Cortland's early dominance finally paid off 
with 15 :03 remaining in the period, when Steve 
Percy converted a John Snow pass into a goal and a 
1-0 _Dragon lead. But two errors by Cortland when 

trying to clear the puck gave Dragon goalie Mike 
Nelsou no help and Brockport's Bruce Klink two 
st:raightgoals. 

Late in the opening period, however, Hansen 
went into his a~t. The hustling Canadian, who had 
missed four straight games because of a sprained 
knee, knotted the score at 2-2 with his first goal. 
Snow stole the puck and led Hansen. who then 
eluded on Eagle defenscman before beating 
DeMa:..riacleanly after one quick stick fake. 

Snow got his third assist and Hansen his 
secon<i goal midway through the second period. A 
snow wrist shot was blocked by DeMaria, but 
llansen slapped the rebound by him to give 
Cortland a 3-2 advantage. 

Hansen got the game-winner at the 10:45 
mark of the final period, about seven minutes after 
Brockport's Mike Wood had tied the game 3-3. 
Hansen had hidden himself in front of the 
Brockport crease, where Cooney found him with a 
soft \..Vrisr shot from the point that he tipped by 
DeMaria. 

Percy's second goal of the game, set up by 
Brian Campbell's hustle to keep the puck in the 
Eagle- zone, put the game away just minutes later. 
Paul Bridge's slow, bounding clearing shot from 
mid-icc later clinched the game and delighted the 
fans vvhcn DeMaria misplayed it, making the final 
6-3. 

Nelson wound up making 28 saves to 
DeMaria's 40, as Cortland outshot the visitors 
46-3 :1. Keith had praise for Hansen after the game. 
«He means a lot to us. He's a leader hy doing." 

Cortland's trackmen won just three events, but consistency 
and depth paid off. Frank Kennedy again took top honors in the 
60-yard hurdles and his teammate, Bill Shaefer, finished third. 

The Dragons placed one-two in both the long jump and the 
pole vaulting. Jude Francois and Tony Guardino topped the long 
jump field, while vaulters Billy Shields and] oe Reilly were first and 
second, respectively. 

Art Derico took second in the 600-yard run, as did Paul Forhan 
in the 880. Bill Schaefer was second in the high jump, one place 
a.Head of teammate Larry Hallstead. 

Mark Barbano, Francois, and Bill Wilbur placed second, third 
and fourth in the shot put fo Cortland, respectively. 

Al McAlpine finished second in the 1,000 yard run, and Gus 
and Tony Guardino placed second and third, respectively, in the 
triple jump. 
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Forward Oan O'Sullivan (15) 
> 

fights for the puck against Maine. 
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Mat Note
Grapplers settle for third place finish. The Press, SUNY Cortland, February 17, 1978.




