
Iowa has 
grappled 
with Cole 

• myst1que 
By Doug Brown 

Evening Sun SLiff 

COLLEGE PARK - The Uni
versity of Maryland's Cole Field 
House is where it all began for Iowa 
wrestling coach Dan Gable. 

Alas Cole is also where it all • 
ended. 

Small wonder, tben, tbat Gable 
bad mixed feelings about Cole as be 
and his Hawkeyes plunged into tbe 
60th annual NCAA Division I cham
pionships that began a tbree-day run 
today. Maryland is host for tbe event 
for the fifth time, the second time in 
four years. 

"This place, well, I'm not saying 
it's mystical, but our string of titles 
started here and ended here," Gable 
said. "I'd like to see it get started 
agaln." 

In 1978, tbe third time the cham
pionships were held at Cole, Iowa 
won its first NCAA title under Gable, 
edging Iowa State by the slimmest 
of margins, 941/ a to 94. The Hawk
eyes reigned through 1986, winning 
by an average margin of 34 points 
and equaling what was then the long
est string of NCAA titles (nine) in 
any sport. 

When the event returned to Cole 
In 1987, however, Iowa was knocked 
off by Iowa State, Gable's alma ma
ter. The Hawkeyes has the Roman 
numeral X sewn on their tights as 
they went after title No. 10, but fin
ished a distant (2~ poinfs) second to 
Iowa State. 

Since then, no team has repeated. 
Arizona State prevailed in 1988 -
the first time In 14 years a non-Iowa 
team won - and Oklahoma State 
took the crown last year. 

The favorites this time are Okla
homa State, Arizona State, Iowa, In
diana and Nebraska. Iowa's sixth
place finish last year was the worst 
during Gable's 14-year regime. 

• Anybody can win who comes 
prepared and has six or seven indi
viduals who can score some points," 
said Joe Seay, coach of defending 
champion Oklahoma State. "We 
came prepared to win." 

"I'm not sure we can pretend to 
contend," said Nebraska coach Tim 
Neumann. "We'll have to win five or 
slx quarterfinal matches that we're 
not supposed to." 

Said Indiana's Joe McFarland, 
"Our goal Is to sUp into the top 
three: 

And this from Arizona State's 
Bobby Douglas, who in the space of 
4~ minutes at yesterday's news con
ference established a reputation for 
poor-mouthing: "We'll be lucky to 
finish in the top five. • 

As Gable recalls, the first NCAA 
title was easier to win than the next 
eight. 

"All of a sudden, we had won," he 
said. "It just happened. Then, as you 
get on a roll and you think about 
domination, there's more pressure 
on you." 

A lot of factors and forces were 
at work when Iowa won Its first title 
by a half point In 1978. Halfway 
through the meet, a newspaperman 
noticed that Iowa's official points to
tal was one shy. Il was corrected. 

The drama reached a peak In the 
next-to-last bout, at 180 pounds. Io
wa State trailed Iowa by a half point 
and a win by defending champion · 
Frank Santana would give the Cy
clones their second straight title. But 
Santana was forced to default mid
way through his match against Wis
consin's Ron Jeldy, giving the cham-

~ plonshlp to low •. 
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"Some things were out of our 

hands," Gable said. 
Things worked against Iowa 

when its string ended in 1987. John 
Egan, the Hawkeyes' crack 118-
pounder, was upset in an e~rly 
round. Greg Randall, a three-time 
All-America, aggravated three tom 
hamstring muscles in the first round 
and wasn't himself the rest of the 
meet. 

Entering the finals, Iowa was 
1 still in the hunt. Then the Hawkeyes' 

Brad Penritb, tbe defending champ 
at 126, was upset by Iowa Sta~'s 
Billy Kelly after taking a 3-2 lead to
to tbe late stages of the match. 

"Brad got pinned and that wa.s 
that, • Gable said. "That was our fi
nal hope." 

D 
Host Maryland qualified seven 

men for tbe NCAAs, including Kevin 
Brown, a freshman from Baltimore, 
at 190. 

The Terps posted a 17-6 record 
and finished second In tbe Atlantic 
Coast Conference tournament, 3'/a 
points behind North Carolina State. 
It was their best finish In the tourna
ment since 1981. They're No. 21 in 
the national poll, tbeir highest posi
tion this season. 

John McHugh was hailed as ACC 
Coach of the Year for the first time 
in his 12 seasons at Maryland. 

Navy qualified six wrestlers for 
the NCAAs. The Middies' ace is Scott 
Schleicher of Allentown, Pa., the na
tion's top-ranked 158-pounder with a 
28-3-1 record. 

The top entrants from area 
schools may well be aU in the 158-
pound class - Schleicher, Mary
land's Scott Buckiso, the ACC cham-

' pion wltb a 27-1-1 record, and Mor
ean State's lone qualifier, Chauncy 
Wynn (38-2-1). • 


