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COLLEGE PARK - Repeating as 
NatJonal Collegiate Athletlc Assocla· 
lion Division I wrestling champion 
used to be faJrly common. Oklahoma 

, State won three or more consecutlve 
Utles four Urnes from 1928 through 

• 1956. Iowa won all the Utles from 
1978 untll 1986. 

Now. parlty has an1ved. 
At least four teams - Arizona 

State. Iowa, Nebraska and Oklaho
ma - are capable of dethroning last 
year's champion. Oklahoma State. 
as the three-day national tourna
ment begins today at Cole Field 
House. 

After Dan Gable's Iowa teams ran 
off their string, which began and 
ended at Cole Field House. Iowa 
State. Arizona State and Oklahoma 
State followed as national champ!· 
ons. 

The next champion will be ... 
Mit's anybody's tournament.M saJd 

Gable. who has eight quallflers. 
"There's more balance In wresUfng 
today. More kids have started look· 
tng for other quality programs where 
they can fit ln. Overall, this Is great 
for wrestling." 

Arizona State (18-2-2) Is consid
ered the favorite on the strength of 
four All-America wrestlers, Dan St. 
John (167 pounds, 36-0- 1), Zeke 
Jones (1 18, 34-0), Townsend Saun
ders ( 150. 31 -3) and Thorn Ortiz 
( 142. 28-1 ). All are expected to ad
vance to the nnals. 

• 

Top 10 
The top-ranked teams by Ama

teur Wrestling News and how many 
qualifiers for each In the NCAA 
championships: 
1. Arizona State ......... .................. 9 
2 . Oklahoma State ..................... 10 
:J. IC>~II •••••·••·•••••••••·••·•••··••••••••·••·••• fS 
4. Nebraska .................................. 9 
!i. c:>f<l~t\()rTlll ................................. ~ 
6. Minnesota ................................ 5 
j7 . lfl(jfllrlll ...................................... El 
8. Bakersfield ............................... 8 
9. Iowa State ................................ 9 
10. Northwestern ......................... 5 

Arizona S.:ate. which, along with 
Oklahoma State prides Itself on hav
Ing ag1le, quick wrestlers from the 
takedown pos1tfon, also has nine 
quallflers and a bit of history on Its 
side. 

For the last three years, the win
ner of the Las vegas lnvftatlon In 
December has won the national 
championship. The Sun Devtls won 
the event by 11 :V. points over Okla
homa State. But Iowa. as In the past, 
dld not participate. 

Arizona State will have to get 
strong perfonnances -and perhaps 
a few surprises - at several other 
weights to overcome the balance, 
depth and youthful Intensity of Okla
homa State (18-1). The Cowboys and 
Penn State (15-8) are the only teams 
to have a representative In each 
wetght class. 

The Cowboys return lndlvfdual 
champions Kendall Gross (126) and 
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Chris Barnes (177) and three other 
All-Americans. Chuck Barbee (142), 
Todd Chesbro (150) and heavywetght 
Kirk Mammen. But etght of the start
ers are either freshmen or sopho
mores. 

MWe probably have a better bal· 
anced team than Arizona State, but 
Bobby (Douglas, coach! has more 
top-end strength," saJd Oklahoma 
State coach Joe Seay. "'ur young 
kids have to come through llke they 
have all season. If they do, we have a 
good shot at wtnntng." 

Douglas saJd: MAll season long, 
we've beat up on each other, won 
here and lost there. It's just a matter 

'~ of each coach gettlng their team pre
pared and having their players ~ 
tle up to their respecUve seeds. Our 
experience brings us up to a level 
very close to Oklahoma State In tour
naments." 

Iowa, a push-and-pull, control· 
oriented team, was not expected to 
challenge for the naUonal title, but 
the Hawkeyes had a 19-2-1 record 
this Sf';lson. The top returnee ts Tom 
Brands (134, 34-2). Other key per-

Facts and figures 
What: NCAA Division I wrestling 

championships 
Where: Cole Field House, College 

Park 
When: Today-Saturday 
Tlcketa: Three-day package costs 

$65. Tickets can be purchased 
by calling (301) 454-2121 . 

Schedule: Today, 10 a.m. - first 
session: preliminary round, first 
round. 7 p.m. - second ses
sion: second round, consolation 
preliminaries, consolation first 
round. Tomorrow, noon -third 
session: quarterfinals, consola
tion second round. 7 p.m. -
fourth session: semifinals, con
solation third round, consola
tion fourth round. Saturday, 11 
a.m. - fifth session: consola
tion semifinals, medal round. 7 
p.m. - championships and 
awards. 

Conners are Brooks Simpson (190, 
30-2-1) and freshman heavyweight 
John Oostendorp (32-2). 

"It's a place where I really began 
my coaching career, and It ended 
here, .too." said Gable. ~he media 
wrote us off at the beginning of this 
season, but now we're back In the 
picture. We've had some young ldds 
who made tremendous strides. I 
would Uke to get It (the streak! 
started here again.· 

Nebraska (21-2-1, rune qnaltfters) 
doesn't pose as serious a challenge 

-------------- --------- -------------------. as the other teams, but the Com
huskers have four solid wrestlers In 

. .. ·-- .. . ____ ,, -- --.. --

All-Americans Jason Kelber (126, 
31-3), Scott Chenoweth (167, 30-5), 
and Chris Nelson (190, 31-7) and 
heavyweight Joe Malecek (35-2-2). 
Oklahoma (13-7) has rune qualtfters . 




