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By Adam Spence
. Dave Hudson is ceftainly
no stranger. to success. In his

] coitege days, the current
48 ° - Saints wrestling coach was a .

. standout. oi both the St.
Lawrence football. and wres-
_ tling teams. He qualified: for
the NCAA Division IIf wres-

" his four seasons, and received

Al:America honors in two

.. sports; wrestling in 1978,  versity. . . '
F football in 1980. M/ Hudson then. mok a Job at
; These days, Huds till  Exeter. Academy; where he

b , emoys similar success. This
1 ' season, two. yeat;s after tak-
ing: the relms in 1,991 he has
coached his alma. mater to a

" -tional poll; and recendy the
Empire Wrestling Conference
~named .him, Coach of the
3 . _° Year. This weekend, he is
" taking five of his un-
derstudies to the very place --
the NCAA ehampionships -
that was once his domaini.

from ‘SLU Chris Bannister
("93), J)ln/banty ('93), Mike
'l‘hompson I("94),
Bovepzn (’94) and John
Spengelman (f95) -- are the
" most froin this school since

~

coached by John Clarke, won
the national téam title.

. : 'l‘h{s, year, the Saints
" mentor isn’t talking much
about national titles, maybe

N for fearvof: being a jinx. He
N does, liowever, talk very op-

-timistically'about the talent
he will showcase at the
championship meet, held at

emy in New |London, Con-
necticut. ! |

"I feel like all five of them
" have the potentnal to be All
_ Americans,"” ii-ludson says.
"They've wrestled ‘good

enough compétatmn during

4 the season. ’l‘hey ve faced a
demandmg schedule. They've
done the thmés necessary to
be .comﬁgtitivel’at; ‘this point.”
: Given Hudsen's experience at
@ the championship level, there
are probably precious few
3B  -who are as knowledgeable in
such matters.
- In: Ius four years of grapp-
. ling in the "big show," Hud-
‘sON’s best finish was as a
sophom&re, when he placed
- fourth,! and| earned the
aforementioned All America
award. Clarke, now SLU’s
Athleti¢ Director, was his
coach. : : :

" Following| graduation,
Hudson stuck around: for two
years of .grad%’aw work, in-

ikt o

~ tling tournament in each of

fifth-place ranking in the na-

Jason -

: 1988. That year the; Saints,

- 1 the U: S Coast Guard- Acad--

. cluding_ stints as a graduate
assistant on the wrestling .
~ and football staffs, Andy.Tal--
ley, who Su(.ceededl Ted~Stra1;-

l'ord -as. head football coachin.
s senior ycear was at ..

the. hehq of the Saints foot- .

ball program  back then.

No wada;'s, “Talley is head- .
man of one of the nation's .

premier Diyision [-AA foot-
ball teams at an&anova Um-

taught physical -education
and health, and coached the
school's wrestling team, JV
lacrosse team, and was an
assistant on the football staff.
© In 1991, Hudson returned

_ to St. Lawrence to fill the va-

cancy Jeft by Clarke, who

ended his 22 year tenure as

wrestling coach to accept the
.A.D. job. ‘
Hudson acknowledges that

. . . : there are vast differencesebé’; ,
* 5 The five | ambaSSW&m the high school and t:ol-.

lege brands of wrestlmg, but
says that some coaching

styles and philosophies are ’

universally successful. “Hard
. work and motivation are a
big part of wrestling,"

says. "College w:esthng I
‘think is much moere demand-

ing-mentally than high school
wrestling iis, in. that most of -

the kids ‘that we acuvely
recruit come in here having
been undefeated or with one
or two losses the year before.
They’re going to come here
and be very challenged every
day in “the room and in every
‘match.”

‘The mental taxation, Ihe
sayé, takes a toll on wrestlers
al&d can even end careers.
- Hudson notes that each yeaf
he recruits between seven

~and 15 'i)e'opiﬁ,' yet only two or

—-remam actwe through
.semot‘ ‘year.. "L think
those numbers- mdlcabe what
a mental and physical chal-
lenge wresmng at this. Jevel

- is,” Hndsol;, says. "The length
of our seasori and ¢he physi-

cal demands of wrestling
make it awful tough, and the
oiies that are left right now

_ are pretty. speclal guys.’

As for | ‘oach oi the
" Year honors, Hudson is quick
to share the recognition. "It's
a great mdmdual award — I
was surpnsed and really exo
cited about,it. But I think it

speaks a ot about what the .

team has done ‘this year,” he
says. "That award was based
on the fact' that we've been

able to have some very good .

- wins as a telm and: that ‘our

, mdmdualJ wrestled so-well”

i:so muc wpat. I've done.. s

more or a/ team award than
J-an mdmdual one." ,
= . When one achieves such
consnstent and exce_puundl
success, however, sometimes
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« Saints wrestling couch Dave’Hudson relaxes in his office in Augsbury  © R
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Long Season Finally Ends For Saints Cagers
By Pete Costello fiasco as the Saints were yic- - rebounds for the day. -
The St. Lawrence men’s timized by Union “tradition”.  DiNapoli also bowed out in )
basketball team closed out Union’s head coach called a finé fashion, hitting for 21
the. season last weekend with  time out with three minutes pmnts, -while Senior co- .
two loses on the road at remaining to allow fraternity captain Brian Phillips
Union and Hamilton, finish-  pledges to streak ucross the  drapped in 14 points on the :
ing with a 3-22 mark on the court. Jontinentals to mark his last .
year. % An evenmg tarnished by appearance in a Saint ‘
The Saints were out- "tradition"” was followed_ by a  uniform. ; . '
manned by the hosts, and as  record setting afternoon. Un- ) Phillips looked fondly
. a result, dropped both contes-  fortunately, the all-time home  on his St. La vhnce career:
ts by wide margins. Injuries,  scoring mark set by Hamilton "In a way, it was goo to :
lack of height, and lack of College ltast Saturday finally get through dus ng
. depth all combined to ma'kevit‘ aftel noon came at- thé ex- season,” Phillips said, "But
. tough on St Lawrence. . Apense of the Saints.- coming to grips with the'end
Non-league power Umon The two teams wasted no  of my career will be difficult.”
was ﬁrst up for the Salnts time m geulng »p and down "I think this year was
and they had their way with the court, lighting up the good for the progra a
the visitors, leading by 24 at  scoreboard for 118 total ~way, as a rebulldmg year
"the half. Union was alse  points by halftime. %’l‘he Con-  Phillips continued. "With all
strong on the defensive end, tinentals who boasted a 20-4  the experience that the f‘resh<
_holding Samts leading scorer,  record ceming ig,?‘ﬁsed their men got, it makes the outlook
senior ‘co-captain Brett Mir-  impressive inside height to ef-  for next year that much bet-
liani, scoreless from the field. fectively overpower the ter. One of the biggest. cb-
The result: a 112-63 blowout Saints. Hamilton scored on a _ stacles that we faced this
for the Dutchmen. - final jumper with two seconds  year was a lack of height, but
~Tommy DiNapoli ('93) remaining to set a school  hopefully Coach Davis can go ",
was the high man for the home scaring record, rolling  out and attract some big men a7

‘Saints with a 13 point effort
Mirliani added 12 points and
6 boards, while freshman
John Bardeschewski hit for
nine points and pulled down
seven rebounds.

_The contest turned into a
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at the el?j/of -the year. It's not -

Hudson S Wmmng Attltude Tradltmn Key to SLU Wrestling-

/ SUCCESS THE HALLMARK OF SAIN'I\'S COACH, WL[-IO TAKES FIVE TO NATIONALS TODAY | -

the credit need not be shared.
And probably somewhere
beneath his constant praise

~ of others around him, behind - -
. that modest, friendly grin,

Dave Hudson knows'that. If
nothing else, Dave Hudson

knows how to win. He's,

over St. Lawrence 134-98.

The Saints, however, were
not with out their own set of
impressive statistics. Mirliani .
closed out his 1000 point plus
S@. Lawrence career, finish-
ing with 30 points and nine

L ISP R. B

i

Jproven that in t.he past and _
he continues to prove it each S
_day.

He mentioned to me what .
a special: place St. Lawrence
is to'him; indeed, St, .
Lawrence ought to be thank- P
ful for that. o

to the program.”. -
Congratulations to Brett ;|

Mirliani, who was named to

the Empire Athletic-Associa-

tion’s All Conference second

team earlier ;his‘week.
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Mat Note
Hudson's Winning Attitude, Tradition Key to SLU Wrestling. Success the Hallmark of Saints Coach, Who takes Fave to Nationals Today. The Hill News, St. Lawrence University, March 5, 1993.




