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Winners In Saturday nJ&ht't 
ct.nplonthlp finals: 

118: Jessie Whitmer (Iowa) 
· def. Lindsey Durlacher (Illinois) 
'2A: Eric Guerrero (Oklahoma 
State) def. Mike Mena (Iowa) 
134: Mark Ironside (Iowa) def. 
Steven Schmidt (Oklahoma St.) 
142: Cary Kolat (Lock Haven) 
def. Roger Chandler (Indiana) 
1&0: Lincoln Mcllravy (Iowa) 
def. Chris Bono (Iowa State) 
1!8: Joe Williams (Iowa) def. 
Tony Roble (Edinboro) 
167: Mark Branch (Oklahoma 
State) def. Brandon Slay 
(Penn) 
177: Barry Weldon (Iowa St.) 
def. Mitch Clark (Ohio St.) 
190: Lee Fullhart (Iowa) def. 
John Kading (Oklahoma) 
Heavywellfrt: Kerry McCoy 
(Penn State) def. Stephen Neal 
(UC-Bakersfleld) 

For Iowa, the clinching of Its 
third consecutive national title 
came Friday. But five wins In the 
championship finals gave the 
Hawkeyes an NCAA-record 170 
points. 

The top 10: 
• Iowa - 170 points 
• Oklahoma State - 113.5 
• Minnesota - 71 
• Iowa State - 70 
• Lock Haven - 54 
• Edinboro - 45 
• Oklahoma - 44.5 
• UC·Bakersfield - 43.5 
• IllinOIS - 42.5 
• Penn State - 40 

By w1nn1ng th1s year's nat1onal 
champ1onsh1p, the Iowa 
Hawkeyes are truly the team of 
the 1990s. Of the eight cham
pionships th1s decade. Iowa 
has won 51)( of them. 
Since 1975, only four 
schools have won the title: 
• Iowa - 17 titles 
• Oklahoma State - 3 
• Iowa State - 2 
• Anzona State - 1 
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A 'mind-boggling' performance 
Iowa wrestling coach Dan Gable, In the embrace of anlstant coach Tom Brands, lets out a whoop last 
nleht In the UNI-Oome after a victory by Lee Fullhart In the 190-pound bout at the NCAA Wrestling 
Championships. Fullhart's championship was the fifth for the Hawkeyes, who registered a record 170 
points In winning the team title. Gable called It a " mlr\6-boggllng" performance. Now the focus switches 
to Gable, who has hinted strongly this may be his last season at the helm of the Hawkeyes. 

5 champs, scoring record 
for Iowa in the UNI-Dome 

By J.R. Ogden 
Gazette assistant sports editor 

C
EDAR FALLS It was 
one for the record. 
In front of a champion· 

ship-record crowd of 17,436 in a 
tournament that drew a record 
90,064 fans, the University of 
Iowa became the highest scoring 
team in NCAA wrestling history 
Saturday night at the UNI· 
Dome. 

Iowa totaled 170 points and 
put the finishing touches on its 
third straight national title by 
crowning five champions. anolh· 
er record-tying performance. 

Jessie Whitmer at 118 pounds, 
Mark Ironside at 134, Lincoln 
Mcllravy at 150, Joe Williams at 
158 and Lee Fullhart at 190 all 
won titles for lhe Hawkeyes. 

Iowa State's Barry Weldon al· 
so won a national title. taking 
the 167-pound crown with a 6-2 
win over Mitch Clark of Ohio 
State. 

Iowa's Mike Mena at 126 and 
Iowa State's Chris Bono at 150 
weren't as fortunate. 

Iowa Coach Dan Gable admit· 
ted Iowa's performance sur 
prised even him. 

"Realistically, probably not," 
he said when asked if he 
thought this team could set the 
scoring record and beat Oklaho 

ma State by 561'1 points. the 
second largest margin in NCAA 
history. " Uut I'm not that kind 
of coach. I always shoot for I hP 
idPalistic silualions." 

Gable hedged a bit when 
asked if this is his brst t£'am 

"For a team that hadn't jelled 
all year, it's outstanding." he 
sa id. " In this three-day period. 
this Is lhe best team on ttw 
point system." 

Minnesota finished lhird in 
the tPam race, fotlowrd by Iowa 
State and Lock Haven. 

LIKE HE'D DONE all W('ek 
end, Whitmer got the ball roll· 
lng for the Hawkeyes by scoring 
a 5·4 win over llllnois' Lindsey 
Durlacher. 

Whitmer scored two first-pert 
od takedowns and a la te s£'concl 
period escape to win a national 
title in his only varsity season. 

" I tried to take the action to 
him a little bit more," Whitmer 
said after finishing his senior 
!>Pason with a 24-6. "You have to 
comr out and start fast. I want· 
Pel to comP out and s tart 
s trong.·· 

Durlacher (32·8) had all but 
guaranteed victory after advanc· 
tng to the nnnls Friday night. 

• Turn to 88: Wrestling 

Gable: 1997 title in Dome 
'extra special' for Hawks 

C 
EDAR FALLS Dan Ga· 

ble was doubled over for 
several seconds Saturday 

night, one of his hands pound· 
ing the UNI Dome platform that 
held the mat his wrestlers 
owned. 

Gable finally llfted his head . 
and on his face was a smile of 
something that resembled dishc· 
lief. His ftfth-seeded 190-pound· 
er. Decorah 's Lee Full hart, had 
just won his championship 
match. It was Iowa's fifth title of 
the evening, and put the last of 
the Hawkeyes' record-busting 
170 points on the board. 

If this turns out to be Gable's 
last go-round as Iowa's coach, 11 
was one that did the seemingly 
impossible by putting an excla· 
mation point on his career. A 
squad that actually wasn't fa · 
vored to win tts 15th national 
crown under Gable destroyed its 
competition. 

Not only did fifth-seed F'ull 
hart deliver the gold, but so d1d 
sixth-seed Jessie Whitmer at 
118. Favorites Joe Williams. 

Mike 
Hill 
Gazette 
sports 
columnist 

Mark Jrons1de and Ltncoln Mcll 
ravy won. too, making it a tour 
nament 111 whtch Iowa sremed 
to have its moon and stars align 
cd in pert£•ct ordc•r. 

A fpw days ago, confuswn and 
clouht allegf'dly were part of thl' 
llawkPyes They had a tourtured 
routt• to the Pnd of the season. 
w1th inJuries, a dual-mect loss to 
Oklahoma State and surprising· 
ly narrow victory ovf'r Iowa 
State. and a coach who had a 
h 1 p rl'placcd tn m id·season and 
nevPr seemed to get in hIS own 
pl'r'>onal flow 

But th1•n nablt>'s 10 horc;ps got 

• Turn to 88: Hlu 

armdrag.com
Mat Note
Hawks soar for Gable. Cedar Rapids Gazette, March 23, 1997.
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underneath the Dome's btg top, 
anrl It was as tf thts champiOn 
'\htp was preordained. Even· 
Hawkeye contnbuted mtghtll~ 
md several overachteved 

"Nobody expectrd this." Gable 
sa td, "yet that's the way I 
coach." 

In Gable's mind, nothing ts 
')Upposed to be out of reach Yet. 
he conceded hts guys went 
above and beyond anyone's most 
optimtstic projections. 

" It 's always enjoyable when 
vou wm," he said. "but thts is 
probably extra special. 

"To do tt m this outstanding 
f::.sh ion is m ind·boggling." 

While surprise champions 
F'ullhart and Whitmer were 
fawned over by the loud crowd, 
Mcllravy was expected to win. 
That didn' t make his life easier. 

Mcllravy had two years' 
worth of pressure on his back as 
he took on Iowa State's Chris 
Bono in the 150 final. After win· 
ning national titles as a fresh· 
man and sophomore, Mcllravy's 
world got rocked when he lost 
t:Ho to Illinois' Steve Marianet· 
ti in the 1995 NCAA finals at 
Carver·Hawkeye Arena. 

As bad as wrestlers typically 
ache after dropping champion 
ship bouts. Mcllravy's anguish 
s tands out in the minds of those 
who saw h im that night. 

" I still wake up and cry about 
tt ... he said not long after 
squeezing out a 5·3 overtime wtn 
over Bono. Mcllravy, mean· 
while, sat out las t season with a 
red·shi r t year to concentrate on 
trying to make the U.S. Olympic 
freestyle squad. 

Mcllravy suffered a concus 
s ion at the National Duals in 
January, was plagued by head· 
aches for a long time afterward. 
missed some dual meets. and 
lived day by day wtth the expPr 
tat ion of regaining his national 
crown. 

'' I don't f<'('l I h•t the top of mv 
game ever this year," satd Mcll 
ravy, who was 22·0. 

The realization he could be 
faced with a second straight 
championship loss entered Mcfl 
ravy's mind during the match. 
One false move in overtime. and 
hts sorrow of two years ago 
might have fell like a hangnail 
m companson. 

"I looked over (at the medal 
stand} right before the match." 
Mcllravy sa td. "and I thought. 
'I've got to be s tanding there. 
I've just got to.· I don't know 
what I'd do if I didn't. I don't 
have to th ink about it .. 

Self·satisfaction is not a char· 
acter trait of wrestlers. Mcllravy 
included. His 96-:l mark over 
four years gave him an Iowa·re· 
cord .970 winning percentage. 
His three national titles matches 
the Hawkeyes' best. shared by 
four others including Iowa assis 
tant roachf>s .Jim ZnJpc;kv nnd 
Tom Brands. Yet . 

"Not to brag." Mcllravy s<ud . 
"but I could have rnavb<' rn><'n 
the greatest wrestler m roll!:'!-:<' 
history. I COUld have hacl four t I 
ties in four y<'ars 111 a row ·· 

Oklahoma Statr's Pat Smith t., 
the only four tim£> ,·hampton 

0 
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Iowa State's Barry Weldon (bottom) works the ankle of Ohio State's Mitch Clark last night In the 
177-pound championship bout at the NCAA Wrestling Championships. Weldon won the match, 6-2. 

Wrestling: 5 champs for Hawkeyes 
• From page 1B 

Whitmer got the ball rolling 
for the Hawkeyes by scoring a 
5·4 win over lllinois' Lindsey 
Durlacher. 

Whitmer scored two first·pen· 
oct takedowns and a lat€' second· 
period escape to win a national 
utle in his only varsity season. 

" I tried to take the action to 
him a little bit more," Whitmer 
said after finishing his senior 
season at 24·6. "You have to 
come out and start fast I want· 
ed to come out and start 
strong .. 

Durlacher (32·1H had all but 
guaran teed vtctory after advanc 
tng to the finals. Whitmer us€'d 
that as motivation. 

" He shot off his mouth m the 
paper yesterday." satd Whitmer. 
who lost a 5·4 decision to Our 
Iacher at the Big Ten meet. 
"That's just talk ... 

Ironstde capped a :10·0 season 
with a dominating, 1(}.4, wm 
over Oklahoma State's Steven 
Schmidt 

"That's exactly what I've been 
looking for." said Ironside. a 
three-time aU American with a 
92·10 career mark and one year 
left. 

He then asked what the score 
was. " I wish it had been 12·4 

. but I'U definitely take it." 
Although he had never domi· 

nated Schmidt. Ironside had al 
ways beaten him and felt ronfi· 
dent. . 

He scored four takedowns. two 
in the second period. and totaled 
:1:08 of ndmg time. 

" I felt really good going into 
the match," he said . " I had the 
nerves and that tYP<' of thing I 
was k111d of feeling ltght and 
hungry and that's when I wres 
tied my best .. 

He said hts fir!>t national title 
almost takes the st 111g out of last 
year's third plac<' fintsh 

"It hurts." hr c;atd of last 
vear's st>m tfi nal Joss 'But It 
makes me feel a lot bt!tter com 
mg 111 here and usmg that as 
motlvatwn it's kind of n 
VICtorv for lac;t year. too. for .. 
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Iowa's Jesse Whitmer walks away from Lindsey Durlacher of Illinois 
after the Hawkeye won the 118-pound championship last night. 

straight nattonal title with a 5·3 
win over Edinboro's Tony Ro 
bie. 

He said wrest! tng in Iowa in 
what could be Gable's last s£>a 
son made th ts one ··a I i ttle more 
spec tal for me." 

He wasn't thrilled with the 
match. however He scored the 
hout's only takPclown in thP firc;t 
pt>nod 

"It was a ltttl€' b1t clost>r than 
I Pxpected." satd Wtlliams. 29 I 
thts yer and 9!iH 111 his cnrPcr 
"I slowed clown a ltttle btt clur 
mg the match .. 

rullhart cappE>d Iowa's bnl 
ltant n1ght with hts first IItle 

The sophomore from Decorah 
('Scaped with 25 Sl:'conds l£>ft in 
th<' second overttme period to 
ntp rleft>nding champwn .John 

four ·tim e all·American. but 
came up short in his firs t cham· 
pionship bout. :1·2 in overtime. 

After Mena and Guerrero bat· 
tied to a 2·2 tie after seven 
minutes. neither wrestler could 
get a takedown in the first 
overtime. 

M<'na. who rode Guerrero for 
1 ll of the s~coml period. won 
the toss and chose top. Schmidt 
escaped five seconds later to win 
the match 

" lie probably made the deci · 
sion that was the best caU for 
hun." said Gable. who let Mena 
make the decision to go up. 
"He's had trouble m hts career 
with the down position. Any· 
tLme you leave it up to a flip of 
a com. you'r£> taking a big risk." 

CHAMPS 

Jesse 
Whitmer 

Champ 
at 118 

Mark 
Ironside 

Champ 
at 134 

Lincoln 
Mcllravy 

Champ 
at 150 

Joe 
Williams 

Champ 
at 158 

Barry 
Weldon 

Champ 
--~ at 177 

Lee 
Fullhart 

Champ 
at 190 

WRl1STLI~G 

., .. , ... , .... 

ALL-AMERICANS 
118 Pounds 

1st - Jess1e Whitmer, Iowa 
2nd - Lindsey Durtacher. llllno1s 
3rd - Sheldon Thomas. Clanon 
4th - Teague Moore. Oklahoma State 
5th - David Morgan. M1ch1gan State 
6th - Shane Valdez. Oklahoma 
7th - John Carvalhetra, Rider 
8th - Dav1d Pena, E. Illinois 

126 Pounds 
1st - Enc Guerrero, Oklahoma State 
2nd - Mtke Mena. Iowa 
3rd - Eric Jetton. Wisconsin 
4th - Owtght Htnson. Iowa State 
5th - Coby Wnght. Cai·Bakerslield 
6th - Terry Showalter. Lock Haven 
71h - Dane Valdez. Oklahoma 
8th - Pat Connors. Minnesota 

134 Pounds 
1st - Mark Ironside. Iowa 
2nd - Sleven Schm1dl. Okla. St. 
3rd - Yero Washtngton. Fresno State 
4th - Jeremy Ensrud. Oregon 
5th - James Guzzto, Maryland 
6th - Joey Heckel. Anzona State 
7th - Cart Keske. Cornell 
8th - Jason Nase. Rtder 

142 Pounds 
1st - Cary Kolar. Lock Haven 
2nd - Roger Chandler. lnd1ana 
3rd - Jason Dav1ds. Minnesota 
4th - Scott Reyna. Oklahoma State 
5th - Jason Ramstetter. 
Cai·Bakersfteld 
6th - Kasey Gtlllss. Iowa 
7th - Brendan Buckley. Fresno State 
81h - Francis Dunn. Rtder 

150 Pounds 
1st - L1ncoln Mcllravy. Iowa 
2nd - Chns Bono. Iowa State 
3rd - Chad Kraft. M1nnesota 
4th - Scott Norton, Oregon 
5th - Enc Stebert. llltnots 
6th - Mike Rogers. Lock Haven 
7th - Mike Mason, w Virg1n1a 
8th - Rodney Jones. Oklahoma 

158 Pounds 
1st - Joe W1lliams. Iowa 
2nd -Tony Roble, Edmboro 
3rd - Ernest Benton. IllinOis 
4th - Hardell Moore. Oklahoma State 
5th - Matt Hughes. E. lllinots 
6th - Bnan Le1tze1. Lock Haven 
7th - Dw1ght Gardner. Ohto 
8th - Matt Suter. Anzona State 

167 Pounds 
1st - Mark Branch. Oklahoma State 
2nd - Brandon Stay. Pennsylvania 
3rd - Jeff Catrabone. M1chtgan 
4th - Kevtn Wilmot. W1sconstn 
5th - M1ke Uker. Iowa 
6th - Casey Strand. Anzona State 
7th - Bart Horton. Iowa State 
8th - John Withrow. Pittsburgh 

177 Pounds 
1st - Barry Weldon. Iowa Stale 
2nd - Mitch Clark. Oh10 State 
3rd - John Van Doren. Lehtgh 
4th - Mark Smtih. Oklahoma State 
5th - Grant Johnson. Boston U 
6th - John Koss. W. Vtrgtnta 
7th - Jim Stratghl. Edtnboro 
8th - Mike Geurin. Lock Haven 

190 Pounds 
1st - Lee Fullhart. Iowa 
2nd - John Kadtng. Oklahoma 
3rd - T1m Hartung. M1nneso1a 
4th - Mark Bodo. Pttlsburgh 
5th - Bnan Ptcklo, Michigan State 
6th -Jason Robison. Edinboro 
7th - Danny Faq.r, Anzona State 
8th - Jeremy Goeden. N. IllinOis 

Heavyweight 
1st - Kerry McCoy. Penn State 
2nd - Stephen Neal, Cai·Bakerslteld 
3rd - Tolly Thompson. Nebraska 
4th - Bryan Stout. Clanon 
5th - Shelton Ben1amtn. Minnesota 
6th - Justin Harty. North Carolina 
7th - Jason Gleasman. Syracuse 
8th - Btl! Closson. Lehtgh 

·· t constder myself somewhat 
of an also· ran at Iowa ... Mcll 
ravy sa1d "There's lots of thn•t• 
time champions I rememb<•r 
look mg on the wall ( m t ht• w rec; 
tlmg room) and seeing that Ed 
~ t<' Hanach won. won. got M'<' 
oncl. and won aga Ill I wonciPn'<l 
how he could poss1hlv bt- on top 
t.'Wtce and then not be on top It 
was JUSt unfamtliar to mP Now. 
r know how he feels .. 

me 
"v1cllravv won hts th1rcl na 

twnal IItle 111 four final appear 
ances with a hard fought. :>:1 
overtime win over Iowa State·.., 
Bono. the defendmg champton 

Kacltng of Oklahoma. 4 :1 r--====================:::::::i~=::;:::;=::;::;:;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;~l 
Fullhart. 25·-1 thts vear and 

The event concluded last night 
~tth the announcement of th<• 
Outstanding Wrestler A nPar 
petfect tourney ended for Iowa 
with Mcllravy gettmg the 
award 

" I dtdrl't thmk I'd get tl ... he 
satd. " I don't get stuff ilk<' th<ll 
very often It means a lot to me 
I'm very happy .. 

If you really want('d to 'i('<' 

bappy. the pi act> to bt' I at<' last 
ntght was the Hawks' team hotel 
m Waverly If that town IS sttll 
standmg this mornmg. tt held 
UP a lot better than Iowa ·s oppo 
nents dtd thts weekend 

Mcllravy scored a first period 
takedown. but could do no more 
against the stocky Bono unttl 
htttmg a "boot scoot" 1.:17 mto 
the two mmute overttme period 

"That's my move. that's my 
best move really," McrJravy 
c;md. " It wasn't there the whole 
match and It probably wasn't 
t herP then .. 

Mcllravv. who closes with a 
96-:l rrcord after gomg 22·0 thts 
vear. s;ud thr win ltfted a 
we1ght ofT hts chest left bv a 
champwn..,htp loss two year-. 
ago 

"WrPstltng can be fun agatn ... 
he satd 

Wtlllatns won hts second 

12 9 In tWO SE'HSOns. ll('d thP 
hout when Kadmg got h1s sr•r 
ond stalling call w 11 h 17 s(•conds 
left in regulation 

Netther wrester could score m 
tht• two·mmute overttme penod 

" It wasn't my tdeal match ... 
Fullhart said "But I came out 
on top and that was my ult ttnate 
goal." 

WELDON CAPTURED hts 
first title with a relattvely easy 
wm over Clark He scored two 
first -period takedowns and a re· 
versa! in the third. 

" I knew I was the better wres 
tier ... said Weldon. 313 thts y('r 
and JO:J.:n tn hts career " If I 
JUSt went out and wrestled. 
then• was no way he could bt>at 
rne .. 

~1Pna ends hts career as a 
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